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Dear Members
My thanks to you all for your support throughout the year. The Committee
try to provide talks and visits during the year that will interest you, but if you
have any suggestions we will be pleased to hear from you.
I am very pleased to report that Southend Council has recently had some
restoration work done to the outer wall of the Conduit in the High Street.
The Conduit provided a necessary source of fresh water to the Old Town,
when a spring was diverted down the hill in the year 1712. It is not used
nowadays, but it is an interesting part of our history, and it is good to have it
looked after. Our own Norman Sutcliff tends to the site throughout the year
keeping it clean and tidy. Well done, Norman.
Another more recent episode in our history is being highlighted in the
Heritage Centre at the moment. Jennifer and Ed Simpson have put up an
excellent display remembering the disastrous flood of 1953. If you are not a
regular visitor to the Old Town, I do recommend it.
With this posting you will have received information about the A.G.Ms and I
look forward to seeing many of you there.
My good wishes
Ann Price

FROM THE SECRETARY
The Committee at its monthly meetings has continued to take a concerned
interest in the various developments affecting Leigh. The increasing number
of flats and their impact on the infrastructure, traffic and parking problems.
Leigh, with its estuary location and rail access to the City, continues to attract
people to move here from London. It is a very desirable place to live.

We are affiliated to the River Thames Society which covers the Thames from source to sea and is concerned about
water quality and pollution. Clive Webster is very involved in the work being carried out to monitor this and with
litter clearance up the river and locally. His report on this is in this newsletter.
I end with thanks to our chairman, Ann Price for the outings she organises and her work for the Heritage Centre
and to Sally Hayes for arranging the speakers at our meetings, we hope to see you at those at the Community
Centre, and to Carole for her fount of historical articles and the production of Leighway. And of course to Pat
Gaskell for managing the Heritage Centre and our team of wonderful stewards. With thanks to you all for your
continued support and interest in what we do for Leigh.
Margaret Buckey
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MRS HAWKEN AND BEYOND
There has been an interested response to the article in the last Leighway on Adelaide Hawken. It has also become
clear that the old postcard in the last article was in fact what is now the Corner Club at the top of Seaview Road
whilst Mrs Hawken’s shop was no 62, Thorp’s. So apologies for that and sadly I cannot find a n old picture for it.
My thanks to member, Paul Sanders, for supplying this advertisement from the
Westclifian. Paul attended I attended West Leigh Junior school from 1945 to 1949
followed by Westcliff High School until 1954 and remembers his mother buying Bukta
brand clothing at Hawken’s and quite possibly his WHSB uniform.
I am also grateful to Jane Morgan who is in touch with Adelaide’s granddaughter,
Dorothy, who has given much more information about her grandmother’s life, which
Jane has written up for us below.
Although Adelaide died when Dorothy was only 6 she still remembers her and is very proud of her achievements
and her contribution to the welfare of children in the Southend area.

Dorothy was the only child of John Hawken who took over the business on the death of his father, although
Dorothy rather suspects that wouldn't have been his chosen career. In her early years she lived over the shop at
No.9 Broadway part of what is now Clement’s Arcade. Dorothy said it was in a good position at the top of Leigh
Hill as in those days Leigh station was in the Old Town so the gentlemen who worked in the City would walk up
that way from the station. Thus the business attracted customers who were in need of socks, ties, suits, handkerchieves etc .The flat above was on two floors so she became very good at climbing stairs. Later Dorothy and
her parents moved to live above the shop at No.62 Broadway which was bigger although only on one floor.
The flat only had a small garden which was a disappointment to her mother who loved gardening but she did
manage to grow some things. Dorothy's father used to take her to school by car as she attended Chalkwell Towers
School aged 5 before moving to Storrington School where she remained for the rest of her school days.
At this time there were three private schools along Imperial Avenue—Storrington, St.Hilda's and Highcliff. The
latter school had a bright red uniform which was supplied by Dorothy's father's outfitting business they were also
suppliers for Westcliff Boys School.
During WW2 Dorothy and her parents ran a canteen for soldiers billeted in Westcliff from Crowstone, St.George’s
Church. Soldiers were billeted in the houses vacated by local residents who had been evacuated to other parts of
the country. The canteen opened every evening serving teas, coffee and cake; local residents were very generous
in donating items from their limited rations to provide for the soldiers.
Concerts were given twice weekly, with a variety of performers including singers, various musicians and on
occasions Dorothy herself would recite something. The Sunday concerts always included hymn singing. A canteen
also operated from Trinity Church in Argyll Road, Westcliff, both venues were much appreciated by the soldiers.

THEN AND NOW—THE CORNER CLUB 44-46 BROADWAY
The picture on the left
appears to be the early
1900s.

Sadly we cannot see the
full name of the shop and
so far the address of 44-46
does not show up in Kelly’s
directories of the time.
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JUST A MINNITT—IT’S BUNTER
In issue 58 of Leighway we brought you news of Leigh’s connection to the creator of Rupert the Bear, well here is
another favourite for the archive with an even stronger connection to Leigh—Frank Minnitt .

Frank was born in New Southgate, London
in 1894 and although not an outstanding
student at school in Clerkenwell he did
show promise in the arts and became the
London Junior Boxing Champion.
After a brief spell in the Navy Frank joined
the Post Office, like his father, but left to
join the Coldstream Guards where he saw
action in Flanders during the Great War. His
experiences, like so many others, were grim,
being affected severely by mustard gas and
buried alive for 3 days in the trenches
before he could be dug out.
He had
survived by receiving air, water and food
through pipes pushed through the earth.
Having married in 1919, Frank returned to the Post Office, but after an altercation with another employee where
Frank’s boxing skills came to the fore, he was dismissed and went to work for a taxi company and started to take
advantage of his artistic talent by sending drawings to publications and eventually being accepted and branching
out into cartoons.
In 1925 Frank and family moved to Leigh living in Leighville Grove (see above Frank and son John in the garden at
Leighville Grove) and Vardon Drive, the sea air being thought to be good for the after effects of the mustard gas.
Frank continued to be published in many magazines and was constantly employed as a freelancer. In the late
1930s his work appeared in the new Dandy comic—Sammy and his sisters in 1937, Flippy the Sea Serpent in 1938
and his drawings also appeared in Dandy and Beano annuals. He went on to the Knock Out Comic one of the
features of which was ‘Billy Bunter’ . Drawings of Bunter at this time were done by C E Chapman in the Magnet.
However, Bunter landed on Frank’s desk and he was asked to draw him in a more comic style. Thus was born the
Fattest Schoolboy on Earth who Frank was to continue to draw for 18 years.
Frank had a very rounded style which suited the Bunter character to a T. He drew other characters which took the
Bunter stories away from the Magnet style to the true ‘funnies’ ,including headmaster Mr Quelch and a new
creation, Jones Minor. Frank himself was well known for his sense of humour and revelled in drawing Bunter
working to the scripts he was sent each week.
In 1944 a bomb fell outside the Minnitt bungalow and the family was
evacuated to Frank’s brother’s house, also in Leigh so he was still able to
stand a round at the Grand Hotel , his favourite drinking place in Leigh.
In 1946, Frank’s wife, Alice died and later Frank remarried and had a
son John, to whom I am indebted for letting me tell his father’s story,
brother to his daughter, Betty.
After the war there were fewer comics with fewer pages and there was
too little artistic work to go around. Frank continued to work submitting
his work to the many small short run comics which sprang up. These
disappeared in the early 50s and the style of comics changed and
Frank’s own drawing style became ‘old fashioned’. In 1958 Frank
became ill and sadly passed away leaving us all still laughing at the
Fattest Boy in the School.
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THE RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS
A recent clear out of old papers in the Heritage Centre revealed some interesting snippets of the Society’s past.
In 1976 the newly formed Leigh Society wrote to Southend Borough Council asking if it could adopt as its
emblem the coat of arms of the former Leigh Urban District Council which was lost in the amalgamation with
Southend in 1913. The interesting reply from the Borough Council was that the grant of arms to a local
authority did not permit it to be passed on to a successor authority and the Coat of Arms of Leigh Urban District
Council ceased to exist when that authority ceased. The Borough could therefore not give permission to use the
armorial insignia and suggested that the Society write to the College of Arms.
This it duly did. The grand reply came from the Hubert Chesshyre, Rouge Croix Pursuivant. As far as he could
see armorial bearings were never granted to Leigh Urban District Council so the possibility of transfer did not
arise.
He also advised that if the emblem was heraldic in nature it would be unwise for the Society to adopt it in case it
resembled the officially registered arms, crest or badge emblem of another family or institution. If not heraldic
in nature there was less risk, but it would nevertheless be sensible to carry out a search by the Registrar of
Trademarks before using it.
So is this why the crest of Leigh Town Council which is reflected in the windows of the police station shows the
cockle boat pointing in one direction and the crest of the Society points in the other?

THE CONDUIT
The work on this is now complete and
the plaque over the gateway has been
refurbished. The Society, under the guise
of Norman Sutcliff, will continue to look
after this area and we are also
investigating installing a discrete plaque
in the area attesting to this..

THE ENDEAVOUR
We now have some Endeavour merchandise for sale in the shop.
After a very helpful meeting with the Endeavour Trust, we greed
that we should work more together, because, after all, we are all
focusing on Leigh’s history. It may be that a planned open day will
be a joint one and we look forward to working with the Trust.

MISSED CONNECTIONS
We are all getting more and more worried about the danger to our environment of pollutants and waste. So here
is one thing that you can do to safeguard against these events when you are having building works done.
Misconnected private drains can pose a risk to water quality and commonly occur when appliances such as
toilets, dishwashers and washing machines are incorrectly plumbed into a surface water sewer, instead of the foul
sewer. So instead of used water being treated at water recycling centres before being returned safely to the
environment, it is released directly into surface water drains that were only ever intended to carry rainwater after
storms. One misconnection may seem small but multiple misconnections in a localised area can have a cumulative
impact on the water environment.
Misconnections can come from where building work has not been completed correctly—so if you are having
work done please make sure your builder complies with the Building Regulations in this respect.
4

SPEAKERS 2019—PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO APRIL TALK
17 APRIL 2019 AGM AND BRIAN SANDFORD—THE SHOEBURY HERITAGE
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Brian is a retired Head Teacher and Education Director, with an Honours Degree in Geography specialising in
Historical Geography. He is also the Chair of Governors of a local school and Trustee of a Multi
-Academy Trust, as well as being a Freeman of the City of London.
Born in Gloucestershire, he has lived in Southend for 37 years. He became the Secretary of the
Shoebury Society when it was formed in 1985 and has been closely involved with the
preservation of the Garrison and the heritage of Shoeburyness. He has built up a vast collection
of old photographs of the area and compiled a number of books and other publications about
the area, which is one of the richest historical areas of the Borough.

8 MAY 2019 - TREVOR COCKS – THE HOME GUARD LOCAL DEFENCE
Trevor is a member of the Hertfordshire Home Guard Living History Group. “The Group of 16 people is based at
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, and portrays the Home Guard from its inception in May 1940
to its stand down in December 1944. As a group they attend about 10 to 12 living
history shows in Middlesex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridge, Northants,
Buckinghamshire and Essex. Also Cressing Temple at War Show in Braintree.
Trevor is a resident of Leigh, and over the last 12 months has given talks at the
Rayleigh Museum and spoken to 50 year six pupils from Rayleigh Primary Schools in
Rayleigh library. More information can be found at the website Hertfordshire Homeguard”.

11 SEPTEMBER 2019—JOHN ADAMS—A LEIGH-ON-SEA DOCUMENTARY FOCUSSING ON
THE FISHING AND COCKLING INDUSTRIES
John is a mixed media artist based in Leigh-on-Sea and taught art and photography to students of all ages for
about 40 years. In fact, he was one of the first teachers of photography in schools in the country.
Although he has a degree in photography, his art work is very diverse using a huge variety of
media in the development of his work, and photography plays a big part. Since living in Leigh he
has documented many aspects of the place and, from 1983 to 1985, has documented the Leigh
cockling industry for his degree in documentary photography. The photographs he took formed
an important piece of history and he is proud to have been involved in this work at a time of
great change. At this time he continues to use this variety of media to record both factual and
imaginary aspects of the place in which he lives.

9 OCTOBER 2019— CAROLE MULRONEY NO EMPTY VASSALLS
As many of you will know Carole has been researching her own and Leigh’s family history for
many years and currently has a database of over 24,000 people who are connected, not just
to each other, but to Leigh. In this talk Carole will tell the fascinating story of a local family
who through every generation did something notable.

13 NOVEMBER 2019 ERIC PROBERT - “THE A-Z OF CHRISTMAS”
Eric is a member of the Essex Society for Family History, and a Fellow of the Society of
Genealogists, who has been researching family history for over 30 years. He has given
illustrated presentations on a variety of family history topics including “Family History
Revealed”, at events in the UK such as “Who Do You Think You Are? Live” and an AGRA
Conference. Eric has also contributed to popular family history magazines both as an editor
(Computers in Genealogy and Family Tree) and author (Company and Business Records for Family Historians).
His talk – The A-Z of Christmas – comprises an illustrated historical journey through the letters of the alphabet of
events, people, places and items connected with Christmas, including the Great War.
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SUMMER MORNING ON STRAND WHARF
This lovely poem was written by one of our Heritage Centre stewards, Noel Ryan, who sadly passed away a little
while ago. Noel loved being in the Centre especially when school groups came in and this poem clearly reflects his
pleasure at the view from our window. The poem is taken from a book of Noel’s writings entitled ‘Down to the
Mighty Sea’ which is available at the Book Inn.
The pale and wintry moon that poses as the morning sun
Now languishes beneath his grime—grey cloudy blanket
Like a hazy, lazy schoolboy loath to face the break of day.
He slyly sinks in slothful slumber as I walk in doleful thought.
Battalions of deep gloom assail the fortress of my mind.
In vain I seek the solace of the sun upon my face.
The melancholic seagull’s cries accentuate the gloom;
Their mournful melodies my leitmotif.
But now the dormant sun awakes and sweeps the errant cloud away
And as the golden morning breaks my failing spirit is reborn.
Sunbeams dance upon the water. Sunbeams steal my heart away.
Sunbeams fill my soul with laughter on this happy Summer morn.

SOME THOUGHTS ON OUR ENVIRONMENT
As a society we are becoming increasingly aware of the importance of conservation, not just with regard to
buildings but also the environment in which we live. The river on which we rely so much for enjoyment, tourism
and the fishing industry—and which has been part of our cultural heritage for over 1000 years—isn’t as healthy
as previously thought.
Recent studies have shown that the Thames is threatened on an unprecedented scale by pollution, not just from
industry and old landfill sites but from domestic rubbish, such as plastic. This type of litter takes hundreds of
years to decompose during which time it can threaten marine life and enter the food chain. To this end, we
actively encourage the River Thames Society, Essex Wildlife Trust and local anti-litter groups in and around Leigh,
who are taking positive steps to turn the tide.
Ultimately, we get what we deserve but these groups, together with a more determined effort from local and
national government to change the status quo, will ensure that we have something valuable to bequeath to
future generations.
Clive Webster
If you are interested in getting involved in any of the campaigns for cleaning up our environment here is some
useful information.
Make Southend Sparkle is about taking pride and positive action to improve your local area. Volunteer your time
to make positive changes where you live. https://www.facebook.com/makesouthendsparkle/
Friends of Leigh Library Gardens—Do you love Leigh Library Gardens? Do you want to help the park look its best
with some community gardening work? Supported by Leigh Town Council and working with the Parks team of
Southend Borough Council and volunteers. Contact the Town Council for future dates.
Southend Beachcare— encourages local communities to take pride in their environment and come together to
maintain and enhance this for future generations.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/southendbeachcare/about/?ref=page_internal
Litterless-Leigh is a facebook group which regularly litter picks the Belton Hills. You can contact them on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/events/litter-less-leigh/2111419952435344/
6
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WHO LIVED IN ELM ROAD IN 1911– PART 4
THE BOUNDER’S WIFE OF ELMHURST VILLA

In 1911 the house known as Elmhurst Villa was on a site adjacent to the community
centre, roughly where Havengore House is now, and was in habited by two school
mistresses and their boarding pupils, a governess and a lodger.
Edith Mary Hall was jointly head of the household with Florence Cook. Edith was
listed as being married for 12 years with 3 children. These three children were
listed as boarders, Gladys Mary, aged 11, Margery Eileen, aged 9 and Phyllis, aged
6. Both Edith and the children were born in Reading. No sign of Mr Hall.
I struggled to find a marriage between a Hall and Edith presuming it to be in Reading. I
looked for the births of the daughters and there found an interesting twist, all three were
recorded in Reading but under the name Pocock. A quick search found a marriage of Edith
Mary Hall to Albert Edward Pocock on 15 March 1899 in Reading. Albert was a solicitor’s
manager.
So where had Albert gone and why had Edith taken the drastic step of reverting to her
maiden name and changing the children’s names as well?
Albert’s father was Superintendent of Police for Berkshire and Albert Edward Pocock was
easily found has having been born in Reading in 1877. Given his father’s public profile a search of the British
Newspaper Archive revealed a very sorry tale.
Albert is variously listed as an estate agent and auctioneer but in 1904 his life took a nosedive when he absconded
having swindled clients out of considerable sums of money. There was a massive intercontinental police hunt with
notices placed in the USA, Australia, New Zealand and Canada.
In Minneapolis it was reported that when apprehended the suspect’s thumbs must be displayed to see if they
matched with identification sent from England, one of the earliest uses of fingerprint technology.
Eventually they tracked him down to Montreal where he had
travelled under the name of H B Hope as a student. Det Insp
Anderson was sent across the Atlantic to bring him back to
justice and in March 1905 Albert appeared in court in Reading
and the range of his misdemeanours was broadcast around
the country. How embarrassing for his father to see his son
in his own command station.
Albert had been living in the grand style, whether with Edith is
not known, and put his troubles down to turf speculation on
which he had lost around £10,000. He was sentenced to 5
years penal servitude. No wonder Edith wanted anonymity.
Albert went to gaol and was later declared bankrupt.
Edith obtained a divorce in 1919 in which it came out that Albert had been a drunk and abuser. Edith remarried in
1922 claiming to be a widow – which she was not.
As for Albert Pocock the divorce from Edith was in the name of Hall v Hall – because Albert had decided to take his
wife’s name. He also used that name when joining the air force. Albert never changed his ways and was
imprisoned in 1919 for further fraud and then seems to have disappeared.
One strange quirk to the story. You would have thought that Edith would have nothing to do with gaolbirds, or
indeed embezzlers, ever again. But her lodger in 1911 was Arthur Tabor – son of the farm owning Tabors of Sutton
Hall. He had also been tried for fraud in March 1905 and sentenced to 5 years penal servitude. So did he serve his
7
sentence with Albert who suggested lodgings with his estranged wife?
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
The Leigh Society Committee and the Trustees of the Heritage
Centre meet on a monthly basis to discuss issues, plan events
and ahead and look at planning applications in our
four conservation areas. The meetings can be very lively as
we are a varied group, all with our own opinions.
We have a vacancy coming up on the Committee from the
AGM in April and we would like to know if any of our
members would like to put themselves forward.

We usually meet on the morning of the first Monday, lasting
about 2 hours at the Heritage Centre.
We need people that are willing to get involved so If any of
you are interested please let Ann Price or Margaret Buckey know and they can give you more details.

DUMMY RUN!

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Trevor Cocks, our speaker on 8
May 2019, needs a tailor’s
dummy to illustrate his talk.
Does anyone have one they

A gentle reminder that your subs are £12 which covers the household. If you
have already paid thank you very much. As always if subs are not paid by the
time of the AGM on 17 April membership will cease and you will not receive
any further Leighways or be within the circulation for events and information.

UP YOUR STREET

DATA PROTECTION

Street trees are trees that are
within the Borough Council's
remit of which there are about
20,000 across the Borough
along the highways, not to
mention those in parks and
gardens
If you have any questions
regarding street trees or if you
notice that a street tree is dying
or dangerous please contact
the Borough Council (01702
215000).
The Borough has a policy of
replacing removed trees but
due
to a number
of
circumstances this may not
always be possible in the same
place.

Please remember to return your GDPR forms (Data Protection) - Apologies for
the lack of information as to where to send these Please email them to
leighsociety@btinternet.com or post to The Secretary, Leigh Society, Leigh
Heritage Centre, 13A High Street, Leigh-on-Sea SS9 2EN

2019 DIARY DATES
Our meetings are held at the COMMUNITY CENTRE IN ELM ROAD
Entry £2 members, £3 visitors, commencing at 7.30pm
17 April—AGM and Shoebury Heritage—Brian Sandford
8 May — The Home Guard—Local Defence—Trevor Cocks
10 May—Annual Quiz
11 September— A Leigh-on-Sea Documentary, focusing on the fishing and
cockling industry - John Adams
9 October - No Empty Vassalls — Carole Mulroney
13 November -The A-Z of Christmas - Eric Probert
Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the particular
author and not necessarily those of the
committee and officers of
the Society. We hope you will like to keep your copy of Leighway, but
if not please recycle it
© Leigh Society, Leigh Heritage Centre, 13A High Street, Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 2EN
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