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YOU MAY LIKE TO KNOW

Articles for Leighway are always
welcome. Please email to Carole
at

As well as being a group that looks after the Heritage Centre, cares for our
history and watches out for developments in the town, the Leigh Society is an
amenity society.

carole.mulroney@btinternet.com

or send to 83 Southsea Avenue,
Leigh-on-Sea SS9 2BH
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Leigh is a vibrant and thriving community and there are many events that
take place in the town, not only through the Society, but the Town Council,
churches and other organisations.
It seems appropriate therefore that we should help each other, and so as a
start listed below are a number of events being run by the Town Council up
until Christmas.
The Leigh Farmers’ Market is held on a monthly basis at the Community
Centre. The future dates, which are Fridays between 9 and 1 (except for the
Christmas market which is on Saturday), are 20 September, 18 October, 15
November and 21 December. There is a very wide variety of fresh products as
well as a host of other stalls.
The Town Council also runs an over 60s Club—details on page 3— between
10 and 12 at held at the Community Centre on 9 October, 13 November
and 11 December. Other events—
29 November—Leigh Lights 5 to 8pm
7 December—Winter Fayre at the Community Centre 11am to 4pm
14 December—Carols on Strand Wharf—5 to 6pm
Leigh Road Baptist Church his holding an ECO Fair on 19 October between 10
and 3, where there will be lots of interesting things to see and hear about
our environment.
Many of you will belong to churches or other organisations so if you know of
an upcoming event between Christmas and Easter please let Carole know
and we will endeavour to make it known through the Leighways that come
out in January and April.

2019 DIARY DATES
Our meetings are held at the COMMUNITY CENTRE IN ELM ROAD
Entry £2 members, £3 visitors, commencing at 7.30pm
9 October - No Empty Vassalls — Carole Mulroney
13 November -The A-Z of Christmas - Eric Probert
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MY CONFESSION BOOK
Another little piece of Leigh history unearthed itself recently and was passed to Carole by member Bob O’Leary of
the British Legion in the hope it would yield some little gems. Well it did.
A book was handed to Bob by a gentleman from the Upminster Branch of the Royal
British Legion who had received it from the owner of the local fish and chip shop in
Upminster. He noticed that it contained entries from patients of “Southend Victoria
Hospital”.

The book has pre printed pages wherein 17 questions ranging and allowed
serving men of the Great War then in hospital to write down their innermost
thoughts. One such man was Claude Turnnidge of Leigh whose confessions open
the book.
Claude was born in 1894 and grew up to be a coal merchant in Leigh and lived in
New Road. Sadly Claude’s army service records did not survive, but we know he
served in the Essex Regiment and Royal Berkshire Regiment having joined up in
1915. He was discharged in April 1917 as a consequence of wounds. In 1922 he married Maude King
and the couple lived in Lymington Avenue.
Claude was awarded the Silver War Badge given to
service personnel who had been honourably
discharged due to wounds or sickness.
Particularly poignant are Claude’s answers to the questions ‘Your favourite song’ to
which he answered ‘Oh my I don’t want to die’ and his favourite motto ‘Do others,
don’t get done’. And to the question ‘When did you feel at your worst’ he answered ‘In a shell hole July 19,
1916.

Claude Turnnidge
His complete answers are on the page
opposite
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WORKING FOR THE COUNCIL

THE POSH PRAM

In 1898 an advertisement was placed in the Southend
Standard inviting tenders for the jobs of scavenging and
watering the roads and for unloading barges at Bell
Wharf and carting stone.

This rather splendid example of an Edwardian
perambulator was on a postcard passed to Carole by
Peter Wexham. It is postal dated 1907 and is sent from
Southend to Mrs Inwood, Broadway, Leigh. Sadly the
sender is not named.

Scavanging involved searching the roads for usable items
from discarded waste—presumably the unusable waste
was left where it lay! Recycling is nothing new.

YOU MUST BE MARRIED TO ATTEND THE LOO
IN May 1909 Leigh Urban District Council placed an
advertisement in the Southend Standard for an
attendant at the public conveniences and recreation
ground on the cliffs. The successful applicant would also
supervise the bathing place.
Only married applicants need apply and the wage was 22
shillings a week with uniform provided

LEIGH TOWN COUNCIL OVER 60S CLUB
Leigh Town Council invites residents to its monthly
Social Club held at the Community Centre on the 2nd
The
Wednesday of the month from 10am - 12pm.
message on the reverse is just ‘Please have you room in
Each month they run different activities on a range of your album for me.’ Which suggests the baby had some
subjects. Hot drinks, biscuits and a selection of board sort of family connection.
games are also available for those who would just like
to have a quiet chat. Sessions cost just £2 for
unlim- Mrs Flora Inwood ran a confectioners at 81 Broadway
ited refreshments and all activities.
(until recently, Uptomen) in the early 1900s, obviously
there in 1907 and according to street directories also in
Everyone is welcome to attend. Booking is not required. 1910 by which time she was described as a fancy dealer.
For more information contact 01702 716288. Forth- In the 1911 census the family was living at Clieveden,
coming sessions—
Leigh Cliff Road, Leigh. Flora’s husband died in 1917 in
Romford and in later years she is recorded as living and
9 October - Gardening demonstration, discussion and had a shop in Romford. So they left Leigh between 1911
advice with South East Essex Organic Gardeners
and 1917.
13 November - Autumn Arts & Crafts with the Art Flora had been born Flora Lingwood in London in 1865
Ministry
and married Edward Major Inwood in 1890. They had 2
children, Edward Major Lingwood Inwood (what a
11December - Christmas Party. Music, games and more. mouthful) and Dorothy Flora but both would be too old
for the child in the pram and too early to be a grandchild.
SOUTHEND PIER MUSEUM
Flora’s husband died in 1917 do that could have precipitated the move to Romford.
The Pier Museum is 30 years old this year—so if you
have a strong feeling of nostalgia for the old Pier trains Locallly neither Inwood or Lingwood are common, so the
and the
history of this iconic structure, do go down baby remains a mystery, but was certainly being brought
up in the grand style..
and wander round.
Our congratulations to the Museum and to Peggy Dowie
who has now retired as Chairman but devoted herself to
the preservation of the Pier’s history.
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THEN AND NOW
GLENDALE GARDENS
These pictures show No 62 Glendale Gardens as it was in 1934 when it was Glendale Fish Shop and as it is today,
a private residence.

NO 62

In 1933 this fish restaurant stood at the south western
corner of the junction of Southsea Avenue with Glendale
Gardens. James Porter was the proprietor.
Nowadays Glendale Gardens is nearly all residential, but
Kelly’s Directory for 1933 shows a completely different
story. Many commercial premises were situated in the
road and you could say that it was a shopping street in its
own right serving the western end of the central town.
So who was there in 1933—and may have been for many
years after—does anyone recall any of these shops?
SOUTH SIDE
44 Bridge’s Dairies—G R Bridge Proprietor
52 Miss May Johnson—fancy draper
54 Harry Bramley—tobacconist
56 Alfred George Bristow—builder
62 James Porter—fried fish dealer
64 George Livens—butcher
68 Henry Harvey—fruiterer
70 Miss Vera May Benson—tobacconist
84/86 Miss Lydia Julia Jacobs—2nd hand furniture dealer
96 Diggs—mineral water manufacturer
100 Broadway Toilet Saloon, Miss E Senier -hairdresser
102 Alfred Charles Anderson—hairdresser
104 Edward Guy Maling—fruiterer
108 Percy Reginald Orrin—confectioner
110 Ernest Dodimead—ladies outfitter
114 George Thomas Davis—boot and shoe repairer
122 Davies and Hughes—fancy repository
126 Horace Frederick Clark—confectioner
128 Herbert Hudson—boot repairer
130 G Walker & Co—iron merchant
132 Samuel Parker—decorator
134 Diddams (Ernest G Diddams) grocer
136 Lyndale Laundry
148 Mrs E Bosworth—music teacher
164/166 County Borough Builders’ Supply - general builder
168 William Harvey—coal and coke merchant

NORTH SIDE
27 Harry Smith—grocer
45 Percival Crew—boot repairer
45 Frederick Henry Daniel—watch repairer
45 Miss Pearl Davisson—florist
47 Alexander Julian Davisson—builder
49 Milton Newsome—grocer
93 Mrs Elizabeth Amelia Brown—drug store
95 James & Sons—bakers
97 Cyril Johnson—butcher
109 Charles James Sargeant—grocer
125 Albert Edward Bumstead—builder
149 Mrs Clara Lilian Blunt—confectioner
153 Charles R Choyce—mechanical engineer
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SPEAKERS 2019
9 OCTOBER 2019
CAROLE MULRONEY—NO EMPTY VASSALLS
13 NOVEMBER
ERIC PROBERT—THE A TO Z OF CHRISTMAS

MARITIME HERITAGE PROJECT
The Heritage Centre , through Jennry and Ed Simpson and their U3A colleagues has recently been working with the
Cultural Engine in Southend on a maritime project funded by the HLF and the North Thames Fisheries Local Action
Group.
The project focusses on the maritime life of Leigh from the fishing industry to boatbuilding, ancient and modern,
to the modern day needs of tourism and heritage preservation.
New information boards will be installed in the Old Town, a new Education Pack will be prepared, a Thames
Estuary fishing book which involves interviews with those who had or have a maritime links to Leigh, be it on the
water or memories, and the popular heritage trail is to be updated
This is all happening over the coming months as the funding has to be used within a defined timeframe. We are
really putting Leigh on the map with this project and its great that the Heritage Centre is able to play a part by donating the cost of one of the notice boards along with Osborne Brothers and the River Thames Society.

FRIENDS OF LEIGH LIBRARY GARDENS
After several months working in the Gardens on an ad hoc basis, a new group has been formally constituted as the
Friends of Leigh Library Gardens. We meet on a regular basis to work on a variety of tasks including gardening, but
also litter picking, leaf clearance, general maintenance. The Group works in close co-operation with the Council’s
Parks Department to enhance the Gardens for all who use them. You don’t have to be a gardener there are
plenty of other things to do and it is a pleasant and friendly way to get to know people and support the Gardens.
At present we are a small band but we hope to grow into a much larger group of volunteers and supporters and
achieve charitable status so that funding can be sought for further improvements.
Our inspiration is the Southchurch Hall Gardens which are being enhanced by volunteers, SHIP, who have helped,
with the Council, to transform the Gardens, which has in turn assisted with issues such as anti-social behaviour.
If you are interested in joining the group please just turn up to one of our regular dates in the Gardens—if you have
gardening gloves please bring them along. The dates are as follows from 10am to 11.30am.
Wednesday, 25 September
Wednesday, 9 October
Saturday 12 October
Wednesday 23 October

EVENTS AT SOUTHEND MUSEUM
Prittlewell Princely Burial— the incredible finds from the Prittlewell burial have returned to Southend and are now
on display at Central Museum.
The Wild Estuary exhibition ends on 26 September - It explores the changing nature of the Thames Estuary and
the different types of animals, insects and plants that live in this waterway.
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HENRY WILLIAM KING - A U3A SHARED LEARNING PROJECT
In September 2018 a small team, members of Leigh-on-Sea U3A, met at the Leigh Heritage Centre to carry out a
project for the Leigh Society. In the archives were 3 volumes of bound manuscript notes assembled by H.W. King, a
noted Victorian antiquarian, completed in 1882. They relate to the parish and manor of Leigh. This material,
comprising 300 pages, detailing 125 properties, has never been published and we were set to work transcribing
them. The originals are held by the Essex Record Office.
Fortunately H W King’s handwriting is quite legible, but unfortunately he tends to use abbreviations and
occasionally lapses into Latin legal terminology so some detective work was needed.
,
This is one small part of his research into the churches and manors of Essex. He spent all his spare time and his
vacations visiting ancient buildings in Essex. He also delved into old manuscripts that few had perhaps seen for
centuries - Deeds, Charters, Wills, Court Rolls and other records some of which are now lost.
H.W. knew the town well as his father was Collector of H.M. Customs at Leigh and his wife came from Hadleigh.
When H.W retired from his work at the Bank of England he returned to Leigh where he was known to everyone as
‘Old Antiquary’.
Walking through the town we tried to match up the buildings he describes with current buildings. The Court Rolls
which he quotes date back to the 16th century and only two buildings from that era survive although much altered.
Over time so many buildings, from mansions down to what he calls ‘rattletrap tenements’, have disappeared along
with most of the farmhouses, and we intend to produce a booklet of ‘Lost Leigh’ pointing out which buildings were
once there. Once transcribed the notes will be held electronically and a printed copy will be held in the Heritage
Centre. We plan to give a talk in the spring to the Leigh Society covering our work and the career of H.W. King.
As a footnote: H.W. King was not related in any way to the King family who provided the town with two rectors. He
was however a good friend of Walker King and was one of the founders of the Essex Archaeological Society.
Ed Simpson 2019

KING—THE GREAT ANTIQUARIAN’S FAMILY CONNECTIONS
Henry William King was born in Vange, near Basildon in 1816 and baptised at the parish church of All Saints on 21
January that year, the son of William Henry King and his wife Elizabeth (Pissey or Pizzey). William was the
Comptroller of Customs.

On 31 March 1837 Henry married Jane Wood who was said to be from
Hadleigh, at St. Clements in Leigh.
However, a census search for the years 1851-81 revealed that she was
actually born in Prittlewell although she was not baptised there. I
believe her to be the daughter of Jonathan Wood of Hadleigh, baptised in the parish church at South Benfleet in 1812.

Baptism and marriage
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According to Benton’s History of the Rochford Hundred
Jonathan Wood held property in Hadleigh, Leigh, Prittlewell and
Canvey Island. Jonathan’s father possessed a quarter of the
village of Bemfleet (sic), and it is here that I found the baptism
of a Jane Wood, to Jonathan Wood and Ann (Nash) on 7 June
1812. Jonathan died in 1860 , Ann predeceased him in 1858
and there is a memorial to them in Hadleigh Church.
Henry (Antiquary) King and his wife Jane spent most of their
married life in East London in Mile End and Stepney. They had
5 children, all born in Stepney, but there were connections still
in Leigh, for their second child, William, was baptised here in
1842.

Jonathan Wood of Hadleigh Hall

Carole

PROTECTING HEARTH AND HOME
An extract from Essex Hearth Tax by Ferguson, Thornton and Wareham published by the British Records Society
2012 (pages 52-3)
The Hearth Tax was set up by Charles II (partly to fund the ongoing war with the Dutch) and was on the number of
fireplaces in each house in a parish. It was introduced in 1662 and abolished in 1689.
The original documents are at the Essex Record Office in Chelmsford and are written in Latin but have now been
transcribed by the British Academy Hearth Tax Research Project and the names for Leigh are listed, but we need to
do further research to match the names with the houses.
Eustace Seymor (or Seymour) the Collector had tried to collect arrears from Elizabeth Motley and this is his deposition to the court when she and her brother were accused of threatening the life of the collector.
“On the previous day he had accompanied the constables of Leigh to collect arrears. Elizabeth Motley had refused
to admit Seymour to her house and kept her door shut, she violently opposing. Eventually Seymor forced the door
and found a spit standing by the door which Elizabeth said she would have used “to spit Eustace Seymour”. She
then seized a knife and rushed upstairs in the chamber into which she had removed and placed her goods, saying if
Eustace Seymour offered to go into the chamber “she would kill them all”.
After which Seymor decided it would be prudent to desist. The disturbance brought the neighbours out into the
yard, including Elizabeth’s brother John Osborne who said that “If others were of his mind Eustace should collect no
chimney money.” And that if Seymor had behaved to him in his own home as he had to his sister “he would have
made him come short home and the constables likewise.”
The Osbornes were clearly a family who resented the tax as Seymor’s next task was to tackle another brother,
Thomas whose house he approached with John at his heels, claiming he would not “do at Thomas’ as he had before
at Widow Motley’s”.
Jenny and Ed Simpson

John and Thomas’ sister, Elizabeth was the widow of John Motley who was buried at St Clement’s on 20
June 1686.
Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the particular
author and not necessarily those of the committee and officers of the
Society. Leighway is printed on recycled paper. We hope you will like
to keep your copy of Leighway, but if not please recycle it
© Leigh Society, Leigh Heritage Centre, 13A High Street, Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 2EN
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MEMORIES OF LONDON ROAD IN THE 1950s AND 1960s WEST LEIGH SCHOOLS TO CHALKWELL AVENUE
In the first in a mini series of articles by Geoff Gonela we relive his memories of London Road. Thanks to Geoff
for providing this and future articles and accompanying photographs from Southend Timeline, courtesy of David
Skinner.
Introduction
These memories take the form of an imaginary stroll along London Road from the West Leigh Schools area to the
junction with Chalkwell Avenue, taking in both sides. The photos are not dated, so they may not all fit my time
period, but hopefully they serve to illustrate the area in times gone by.
West Leigh Schools to The Elms
On the north side of London Road, just east of the Eastwood Road junction, was a small parade of shops,
including a 'sweet shop' that was very popular with schoolchildren from the
nearby West Leigh Schools and Belfairs High Schools. Further east, but before
the junction with Westleigh Avenue, was Westleigh Garage, which was like
so many in those days, a petrol station with a small number of glass-headed
pumps close to the pavement, combined with a used car lot. A little further
east of that was the junction with Westleigh Avenue, which had a red brick
building on the northeast corner, a local Post Office sorting office (Carole—
converted to flats now). On the opposite (south) side was Leigh Cemetery.
East of Leigh Cemetery, again on the south side, was a parade of shops then private properties then commercial
premises until reaching the junction with Station Road. I recall one of those premises as being E J Pease, a motorcycle business. The E stood for Ernie, and the Pease name was synonymous with motorcycles, with a showroom
in Maldon.
Once past the Station Road junction and still going east, there were many
shops on the south side between Station Road and Cranleigh Drive,
including those of H.W. Stone and the Ideal Fish bar with it's distinctive
outdoor clock (Carole—did it ever tell the right time). H.W. Stone started
with one shop on this stretch, selling electrical white goods when they
started to become available in the 1960s. The company then expanded
into several nearby shops. The north side included a wet fish shop
under the name of Myall, which had a sister shop in Rayleigh High
Street. Also the north side included a cake shop/bakery run by the Simms
family.
Further east on the south side was The Elms public house, but I remember the building displaying the words 'Elm
Hotel'. Much of its history is displayed in the bar areas, and shown in the website of owners, JD Wetherspoon. I
recall a traditional horse trough outside, approximately where the pavement telephone box is now (as of 2019).
There was also a large pub garden where the car park is now; parking back then was informally in front of the
building and in the side roads, for which there were few parking restrictions. The Lounge Bar had a piano, and side
doors leading to the garden, which included an impressive fishpond. The pond was eventually filled-in and the
whole garden turned into a car park. The Lounge Bar became a vibrant music venue with talented groups playing
there, such as 'The Barracudas' and 'Force Five'.
Geoff’s next foray along the London Road will be the stretch between the Elms and Howard’s Dairies. Hopefully
this will have jogged some other memories of the area—let Carole know about this and any other road in Leigh.
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