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THE NEW ARCHBISHOP
OF YORK
It is with great delight that we
congratulate our Vice President,
Bishop Stephen Cottrell, on his
appointment as Archbishop of
York. We wish him well in his
new role.

It doesn’t seem 5 minutes ago we were welcoming in the new Millennium and
yet here we are now a fifth of the way through—unbelievable how quickly
time flies. So welcome to the first Leighway of 2020.
2019 was a good year for the Society with improvements in our offer at the
Heritage Centre, involvement in the Maritime Project, continuing involvement
with local planning and a full programme of talks and events.
There will be more in 2020.
Being the start of the year subs are of course due by our AGM in April. After
that date membership will cease and you will miss out on Leighway and
events. Subs are £12 per household (now including overseas members). If
you pay through the bank there is nothing to do and if you would like to in
future please advise Carole at the usual address.
Your support is vital to the Society and we appreciate it greatly.

2020 DIARY DATES
Our meetings are held at the COMMUNITY CENTRE IN ELM ROAD
Entry £2 members, £3 visitors, commencing at 7.30pm
On 11 March 2020 we are honoured to be hosting a talk by
Mrs. Jennifer Tolhurst, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Essex
Please get this date in your diaries, bring your friends and spread the word
22 April 2020 (AGM) Dorothy Leiper, Film Producer/Director
Join us for the first screening of “The Living Thames”
On 13 May we are delighted that our Archivists Ed and Jennifer Simpson
will be giving a presentation entitled “Lost Leigh”, arising from their work
in our archives.
Future meetings will be held on the following dates and speakers will be
announced in the next edition of Leighway
9 September, 14 October, 18 November.
Please put these dates in your diaries
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MY MEMORIES OF WORKING FOR BREWER’S IN THE EARLY 1960s
By Geoff Gonella
I was a delivery boy for Brewer’s grocery shop in Leigh Road in the early 1960s, when I was coming towards the end of my
school years. I have very pleasant memories of the shop, the staff, and doing the deliveries on a 'Granville'-type delivery bike.
The shop was formerly named 'Brewer & Sons' but was generally known as 'Brewers'. Brothers Stewart and Jim Brewer were
in charge, and Stewart was my boss. There was also Miss Beddows (office) and two male counter staff.
It was at the junction of Leigh Road and Woodfield Road, where there is now a Co-op store. As well as the two main areas of
the shop, there was a glass enclosure with a coffee roasting machine, an office, a yard at the back and a garage. I always felt
that the western end of the shop had been a post office in olden days, because of a quite large pillar box outside, and some
stamp machines set in the wall which had been sealed off.
The shop was a traditional independent grocers but larger than many at the time. It incorporated a cheese and cold meat area
(what we'd call a 'deli' nowadays). The cheeses were from many British counties as well as Switzerland, France and so on,
whereas in those days the smaller grocers would only have a few on offer. There was also a magnificent selection of 'Tiptree'
jams. I'll always remember the lovely aroma of the cured meats, the 'real' smell of sliced bacon, and a hint of coffee in the air whether from the roasting machine which chugged away merrily, or the grinding machine when Stewart was grinding and
bagging-up the latest coffee orders.
There was true customer service, with the customer saying what they wanted or handing over a shopping list, and the
member of staff briskly moving about the shop and bringing the goods to the customer's position at the counter. A few
customers would gather a small number of items themselves, but it was more expedient for the staff to use their knowledge
and agility between the displays, to gather up the items. Also there were chairs dotted about, and a chair would be brought to
anyone who was infirm.
Soon after I got the job I was invited to open up the garage door, and low-and-behold there was a brand-new delivery bike! I
would do a couple of hours after school for a few days a week, plus Saturday mornings. The work was thick and fast, with
boxed-up orders waiting when I arrived, and some being made up during my shift. I covered Leigh Road and side roads, Kings
Road and side roads up to Chalkwell Avenue, and The Ridgeway area. Some customers were further afield such as Hadleigh
Road and Highlands, but thankfully Jim would deliver those by car - much to my relief!
The customers were all very nice and I did well with tips. It was a quiet genteel area with a 'villagey' feel to it, with silent side
streets and people saying hello and us delivery boys waving to each other.
Commercial premises near to Brewers were:
A wine shop (on the southwest corner of the Leigh Road and Woodfield Road junction);
Rushbrook the butchers (on the northwest corner of the Leigh Road and Woodfield Park Drive junction);
A bank (on Leigh Road, directly opposite Brewers);
A very small shop in Woodfield Road (opposite Woodfield Garage);
Woodfield Garage (in Woodfield Road).
There was not much traffic back then, and drivers tended to park their cars in the side roads, leaving Leigh Road clear for
people like me!
One occasional visitor to the shop was
Derry (Derek) Preston-Cobb. He would
arrive late in the afternoon when
customers were few, and have long
chats with Stewart or Jim. He was a
large man but severely paralysed, and a
cousin of Oscar (Bert) Greeves, founder
of the Invacar/Greeves motorcycle
company in Thundersley. (the 'Invacar'
was a very successful 3-wheel invalid
car made for the Ministry of Pensions,
which issued them out to the disabled).
Preston-Cobb was Sales Manager for the company, and drove a special invalid
vehicle made for him by Bert Greeves - a three-wheeled car-cum-motorcycle. There was no roof and no seats or doors - in his
wheelchair he would be pushed up a ramp at the back and into the vehicle, the wheelchair would then be clamped into position and the ramp repositioned to become a tailgate.
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According to the websites of modern-day Greeves enthusiasts, the engine was a Greeves racing model which made the vehicle
capable of a purported 80 mph, and whenever a refinement was made to the racing motorcycles or Invacars, Preston-Cobb
made sure that the refinement was soon made to his vehicle. His vehicle and his driving were quite well-known in Leigh,
Hadleigh and Thundersley, with many eye-witnesses to his speeding and fast cornering. Speed and racing were everything to
him, but his special vehicle had its limits as far as steering, braking and stability were concerned - not that he was bothered! I
saw him nearly crash one day, going round the Albany Laundry roundabout much too fast and his nearside wheel mounting the
pavement near the laundry's loading bay area, and he only just managing to steer clear of the brick wall above Prittle Brook!
POSTSCRIPT & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
1) Further information on Derry Preston-Cobb can be found in the book 'Greeves: The Complete Story' by Colin Sparrow.
2) The two pictures of Derry Preston-Cobb in his vehicle have been kindly provided by The Stilltime Collection
(www.StilltimeCollection.co.uk) with copyright permission to use them in this article.
Geoff Gonella, Colchester, January 2020

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS ON THE PIER—HMS LEIGH—DON’T MISS THIS GREAT EVENT

SHARE
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WARTIME
STORIES
OF
THE
PIER
AT
THE
STORY
CALL

THE STATE OF OUR RIVER ENVIRONMENT
As most members will know, Clive Webster, who has produced many
environmental reports for this magazine, is a volunteer Thames River
Warden. This is hugely important work and with climate change at
last moving to the top of the agenda it is something we locally should
be taking a keen interest, and playing our part, in. See his report at
pages 9-11.

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the particular author and not necessarily those of the committee and officers
of the Society. We hope you will like to keep your copy of
Leighway, but if not please recycle it
© Leigh Society, Leigh Heritage Centre, 13A High Street, Leigh-on
-Sea SS9 2EN
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THE PROMISE, THE ROAD, THE BEACH, THE CINDER TRACK
AND THE OLD TOWN
In 1914 Southend Borough Council promised Leigh that they would build a seafront road - a continuation of
Western Esplanade out of the town. 60 years later, a car-free beach (Joscelyne’s), a 1 mile long car free cinder
track walk and the quirky remains of the old fishing village of Old Leigh were very differently viewed (especially by
incomers like me who had seen these aspects as highly desirable as a reason for coming to live in Leigh).
And so the fight was set up, as I heard in 1967 that the seafront seawater swimming pool at Gypsy Bridge would
close. The one friend I had made in Leigh’s children used it as a very cheap youth club and I was outraged as to
where the children would go during summer months. I wrote to the Leigh Times to see if there was any support
for my view and yes the leader of the Leigh Swimming Club responded and we decided to take it to Leigh
ratepayers.
From there, with Mike King’s brilliant support, we took a deputation to Southend Council and reversed the decision from unanimous to closing the pool to keeping it open (bar 2).
In 1969 it was heard that Joscelyne’s Beach was to be turned into a car park to deal with the spoil from the
Prittlewell Brook overflow scheme. For me this was the final ecological calamity: to destroy the facilities you want
to get to by creating something like this to get there !!
I started campaigning and took a pram ( I now had 2 children: a baby and a toddler) and a card table to collect
signatures at the beach. Everyone was willing to sign but one day I was visited by the Tory councillor for Chalkwell,
Bert Mussett, who told me that he was in charge of Chalkwell and I should keep my nose out of it and who was I to
be doing this.
This made me more determined than ever. `By now more women associated with Leigh North Street school were
aware and got together. The Catholic Church in Leigh Road offered a free room. The most incredible meeting took
place with people sitting on window cills - inside and out - and on the back of the stage packed with speakers.
Mike King chaired and said later that the feeling in the room was so strong that if he had suggested tearing councillors limb from limb, they probably would have done it.
So an action group was formed to fight the destruction of Joscelyne’s Beach - Southend’s only car free beach: it
was called Chalkwell Bay Seafront Action Group. We started a campaign of different bright green car stickers
which soon swamped Leigh and Chalkwell. The slogans on the stickers changed every 3-4 weeks. Public meetings
were held over the area which were all packed. I became press secretary and it was like a full time job for 3-4
years. I wrote the front page of the Southend Standard 2 or 3 times. From knowing no one in town I now felt I
knew
everyone and I belonged both to a group and to the town.
The community got stronger and stronger. We held motorcades, boat sailpasts, beach clean ups and beach tea
parties: everything we could think of for publicity purposes. In the midst of the fervour we failed to notice that
Southend Borough Council had voted to open Leigh swimming pool for one year only. A Tory councillor rang to say
that the beach would now become a built up children’s play area so we had won. These two pieces of information
rang alarm bells: why would the pool open for such a limited time? And if a concrete area was created on the
natural beach, it would be a small step from that point into changing its usage to car parking.
We trusted no one from the Council and realised that the battle was actually much bigger: Southend Borough
Council and Essex County Council were intent on demolishing everything that stood in the way of “The Road to the
West” - the seafront road linking the Esplanade, covering the cinder track, going through the Old Town, much of
which had been bought up by SBC and left to deteriorate. The planned road would then have gone straight
through the Hadleigh Downs and joined the A13. Once we understood all this, we changed our name to Leigh
Seafront Action Group and realised we had to get the “Road to the West” off the map.

WE STOPPED THE ROAD TO THE WEST
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The slogans changed on the car stickers and the fight continued relentlessly taking over all our lives and
incorporating many more people into the active committee. Meetings usually would include about 10 people
because that was the number that could fit into people’s houses. We fought this idea for a road along the
seafront which enabled the Old Town to recharge and this was when the Heritage Centre in Old Leigh evolved.
There were further attempts for roadbuilding but these were fought off. At the height of our campaign there was
even a suggestion that the road could be built out at sea, in order to save the cinder track. How mad can people’s
mind tracks go - as if this would have been a good compromise. We were fired up now over major issues of the
local environment and carried on helping to fight the Canvey Oil refineries and dangers of permafrost, Boris
Johnson’s Thames Airport, the Hadleigh honeypot Country Park and sewage in the Estuary.
In the 1990’s we were concerned with the over growth of flats in Leigh when again there was a massive public
meeting at the Grand Hotel . I remember the local councillor having to sit on the sticky carpet on the stage. We
handed that battle to the group “Love Leigh”.
Leigh Seafront Action Group has never disbanded and we are still consulted over planning applications which can
be quite useful. We have also represented local issues at planning inquiries. We are now an action group of 4
members in their 80’s with £8 in the bank. All this turned me into a “Leigh-ite” and from a stranger in the area into
a wellknown member of the community. People say NIMBY’s are selfish but if we all fought for trees and beaches
near us then we would have a more sustainable environment, protected for generations to come.
Jane Lovell, Leigh Seafront Action Group

The Seafront Action Group in action. Including
Jane, Margaret Buckey and Alan and Elaine
Crystall
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DO YOU MISS THE CARLTON?
Of course the pub is still there, but now The Broadway—very imaginative! We lost the name a few years ago and
with it went another bit of Leigh’s tradition and history and came the introduction of modern fascia signs.
The name lives on around the town and many of us still refer to the pub by that name and we should continue to
treasure it as a fine building.
Like the Bell, the Carlton was used in years gone by as a venue for
the holding of Coroner’s inquests into local deaths. Local auctions
of land and buildings were also held there. In the 1920s the Carlton
had a live in cook and housemaids.
In 1918 William Nightingale the licensee was prosecuted for selling
whisky in the public bar at an excessive price and in short measure.
The proper price should have been 6d (2.5p) but he had been
charging 8d. He was fined £1.
From at least 1881 Mr Nightingale kept Middleton stables in Southend. The Middleton Hotel (recorded in the Southend Standard in
1873) still had stables in 1901. As can be seen from the map below the Middleton Hotel was in the centre of the
High Street on the approach to Central Station and partially remains today as can be seen from the green ‘dome’.

Still at the stables in 1896 William is
described in the Southend Standard as
keeping a horse and carriage
repository and unsuccessfully claiming fees
from a London gent and a man from South Benfleet in respect of his services
in horse breeding when he tried to claim they owed him money for failed breeding attempts of his horse with their
mares. He lost.
William Nightingale was the landlord of the Carlton from about 1898 to his death on 2
October 1926, so a well established member of the community.
William Nightingale was born in Hawkwell and married Elizabeth Eve from Prittlewell in
1875. In 1901 his daughters Edith and Florence were barmaids at the Carlton and in 1911
he employed a ‘billiard worker’.
The Heritage Centre has recently received a donation of this fine example of a flagon
which bears not only the name Carlton but also W Nightingale. At the grand price of 1
shilling.
6

7

THE TRIBULATIONS OF RECTORY GROVE
1842—The Vestry resolved to stop Chase Lane (Chess Lane) which ran east-west on the south side of the Rectory
Grounds and to substitute Rectory Grove. Apparently the Rector, Robert Eden, did not like people walking
between him and the view across the estuary. Rectory Grove went the=rough Sweetings and Parsonage fields
which belonged to the Rectory.
1900—The Rector, Rev R S King, objected to the provisional apportionment of the cost of making up Rectory Grove
and contended that the road was repairable by the inhabitants at large. His objection was allowed.
1901—Leigh UDC appealed against this decision to the Divisional Court of Queen’s Bench. The Highways Act 1835
provided that any person who made a road after that date should not be able to cast upon the public the burden
of repair unless certain very stringent formalities had been observed and carried out.
The Council alleged that these formalities had not been carried out and that therefore the person who made the
road was liable for its repair.
Rector King alleged that Rectory Grove replaced Chase Lane which was in existence before 1835 and was not
therefore subject to the provisions of the Act.
Judgment was given against the Council and Rectory Grove was found to be repairable by the inhabitants at large.

A SAD SIGHT

Soon to
be rebuilt

It was indeed a sad sight to see the remains of the Fishermen’s Co-op on Victoria Wharf after the recent fire. It
housed not just the Co-op but a private business and in the summer months , the St John Ambulance. But to
many in Leigh it was known as Turnnidge’s Sail Loft, In 1911 Francis Turnnidge is recorded as a sailmaker
boarding with his wife , Priscilla (Cotgrove), in New Road in the house of his father in law, Fred Cotgrove.
Priscilla died in early 1938 and when the registers were being compiled for identity card purposes in 1939
Francis was a widower living in Theobalds Road. He later married Milly Atkins.
The sail making business itself had been in the family before Francis took it over. His first wife Priscilla’s uncles
Daniel and Thomas Tomlin had owned the business in 1893 when this advert appeared in the local paper.

Francis died in on 5 November 1968 so there will be those amongst you who remember him and his sail loft. Do
tell us your memories.
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SPEAKERS 2020

Mrs. Jennifer Tolhurst, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Essex
Speaker on 11 March 2020
Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst was born in Northern Ireland in 1951. She is the eldest daughter of
a family of eight. Her father was in the army and the family moved many times, living in
Ireland,
Germany, North Africa, Wiltshire, Yorkshire and Sussex. After a number of
military schools, she was educated at a Convent in Kent and later as a mature student
she gained a BA Hons in Art and Design. She married Philip Tolhurst in 1972 and has lived
in Essex for 46 years. They have three children and eight grandchildren.
Mrs Tolhurst has been involved with the voluntary sector all her married life. She started the Danbury and Little
Baddow fund-raising branch of the NSPCC, chaired the Prince’s Youth Business Trust in Essex, served as a Magistrate and was High Sheriff of the County in 2005-06. Since then she has worked voluntarily for the Catholic Diocese
of Brentwood, been Vice-Chairman of the Governors of New Hall School and, until recently, served on the High
Sheriffs’ National Council. She remains Vice-President of the Essex Community Foundation, serves on Essex University Court, and is Chairman of the Lord Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Justices of the Peace in Essex. She has
spent her married life championing the county, and was appointed Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, taking
over from The Lord Petre KCVO DL, when he retired in August 2017.
On taking up her appointment she said: “It is a great privilege to represent the ancient and diverse County of Essex as Lord-Lieutenant and I hope that I can help promote Essex and its heritage; its business and charitable organisations and support the uniformed services”.

Dorothy Leiper, Film Producer/Director
Speaker on 22 April 2020
Join us for the first screening of “The Living Thames” in Leigh-on-Sea. Introduced by
David Attenborough, and presented by Chris Baines, the film is an odyssey along the
river as it meanders through London and flows out to sea, exploring its ever-changing
ecology. The Thames is Britain’s most famous river. Nevertheless, many people don’t
know very much about it. For millions who see it every day, it’s a mystery. Sixty years
ago, the Thames was severely polluted. Many people still see it as dead and dirty. The
reality, however, is completely different. Thanks to the dedicated work of many, the
Thames has recovered dramatically to become the cleanest urban estuary in Europe, and
teems with life. The film follows the tidal Thames, from Teddington to the sea, telling the hidden stories of the
wildlife and people connected to it.

Ed and Jennifer Simpson – Archivists at Leigh Heritage Centre
Speakers on 13 May 2020
Ed and Jennifer will be giving a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Lost Leigh”, outlining
the career of H. W. Antiquary King in the 19th century and, with information from his
recently transcribed note books, they will be looking at the most significant buildings
which are no more, and the families associated with them.
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OUR ESTUARY - AN ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT FROM CLIVE WEBSTER
Background
The North Thames Estuary litter picking group was set up in 2015 to record and monitor litter picking events taking
place along a 35 mile stretch of Thames shoreline; from Rainham in the west to Shoeburyness in the east (see fig 1).
It was established in the light of growing concerns about our watery environment and the fact that 8 million tons of
litter are being dumped into our oceans each year (Drowning in plastic). Since its inception, the group has recorded
425 events (solo picks to group parties) and removed 368k items of litter.
It continues to provide vital data about litter and plastic pollution in our river. Each quarter our data is merged with
London’s Thames 21 database to provide local and national government with an overall picture of the state of our
river.
fig 1 - distribution of picks

In 2019 alone, the North Thames Estuary group recorded 217 picks, attracting over 2,500 volunteers and extended
its range into Stanford-le-Hope and Canvey. Together pickers removed 145k of largely plastic items including 23.8k
single use plastic bottles.
Salient points
Storms and plastic bottles are barometers which play a major role in our work. Since we began counting plastic in
August 2017, we have removed over FIFTY-SIX THOUSAND plastic bottles (66 per day) largely from the western
shores of the Thames estuary.
Our counts have shown spikes whenever a large storm has taken place. Storms such as Eleanor (3/1/18) and
Lorenzo (29/9/19) (pic 1 and pic 2) combine with high tides and the closure of the Thames Barrier to dump anything
up to 10 thousand bottles across our shoreline.
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Concentrations are highest in the west of the county, where the salt marsh is most prevalent and the river
meanders. Eastern towns, such as Southend, closer to the sea, experience a 'ripple effect' of tidal litter but this will
be short-lived; cleared when the contracted beach cleaners arrive or the next high tide comes in to take it out to
sea.
The aftermath of a storm…

Pic 1 7 Nov 19 RSPB Purfleet 12yd skip:139 sacks Pic 2 20 Nov 19 QE2 Bridge:60 sacks
Litter ends up in our river from many sources; fly tipping, blown into the river, car parks in beauty spots overlooking
the river, thrown overboard or off bridges, released by storm drains, run offs from shorelines and left by day
trippers on our beaches.
Some of it floats, e.g. capped bottles, and some of it sinks, e.g. bottles filled with liquid and wet wipes. But without
a clear idea of how much plastic litter is out there, it’s hard to predict what is precisely going on. What we can’t yet
identify is the worst sources of litter and where it goes once it becomes river borne. We do know however, that
much of it ends up in the river channel pro tem and gets 'released' during a storm.
Where the litter is
One interesting product of our data analysis is that we can now report on the litter yield per town. Over the past
two years, the most littered estuary towns (see fig 2) have remained the same; namely Grays followed by Leigh,
Rainham, Purfleet and Tilbury. Obviously, the more picks you do and the more pickers you have, the more litter you
record but we try and survey areas beforehand so that our picks are targeted. Grays has the misfortune to be the
most littered but it also has one of the longest and industrialised shorelines and it’s clear that all towns need to do
more to reduce their litter footprint.
Fig 2

Town
Grays
Leigh
Rainham
Purfleet
Tilbury
Chalkwell
Benfleet
Southend
Shoebury
Southchurch
Westcliff
Thorpe Bay
Stanford-le-Hope
Canvey Island
Grand Total

Litter yield by town
No of Pickers
No of Total Sacks
929
979
436
356
155
632
91
513
216
274
132
299
11
5
5,028

No of Plastic bottles
2,437
1,287
1,144
811
579
274
175
154
140
97
85
74
50
15
7,322

19,034
5,492
16,913
7,478
4,073
719
1,229
232
43
133
392
84
379
163
56,364
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It is a sobering thought that Leigh-on-Sea, one of the most picturesque towns, figures so highly. But not surprising
considering the number of visitors it attracts. Leigh Marshes and Two Tree Island alone, two local beauty spots and
sites of special scientific interest, (pic 3) have been picked 98 times since March 2017 and yielded over 1,000 sacks
including nearly 5,000 plastic bottles.
Pic 3 TTI facing west

A sprinkling of stardust

Kiko Matthews

We can’t compete with 2018’s celebrity picker, Zac Efron, but in July 2019 over 100 people turned out at Southend
to greet Kiko Matthews, a record-breaking adventurer who was cycling round the UK and promoting Kik Plastic.
In November we were commended in Thames 21's annual volunteer River Watch event and in December we had
the privilege of welcoming, and also working with, Wayne Dixon, a truly inspirational litter picker, as we followed
his UK Coastline 7,000 mile walking route out of London and into Essex all the way to Southend. He's due back in
mid January before heading north.
Looking forward to 2020
Litter forecasts are highly subjective - who would have expected us to exceed the massive sack haul of 2018 in
2019? - but I do sense a growing frustration that not enough is being done to prevent littering in the first place or
tidy up the mass of microplastic we find along every step of the shoreline. Aside from the metrological conditions,
which we can do nothing about, litter picking is using third world implements to deal with an industrial-sized and
global problem. Moreover, the lack of progress by decision makers to affect change can only store up problems for
future generations. Unless we can continue to convince volunteers that their efforts are worthwhile, we can only
be faced with a growing sense of pessimism, which will make the task all the harder. I was told once that it took 20
years to convince smokers that their habit was anti-social. Let’s hope it doesn’t take so long with litter.
Clive
Rivercare and Beachcare events are organised by Keep Britain Tidy and have local groups active in this area, please
check their website for details . The Great British Spring Clean is also coming up.
Litteraction is a national campaign which has 100s of volunteer groups set up for people, please visit
their website for more details.
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council has set up an initiative to Make Southend Sparkle by supporting local residents,
groups, and businesses who wish to enhance the area where they live or work, to make it a greener and cleaner
place for more information please visit our Make Southend Sparkle on the Borough website.
In Leigh look out for notices about Litterless Leigh clean ups on facebook.
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