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If the Coronavirus allows us to have future gatherings I shall hope to see many
of you back with us. A gentle reminder if you haven’t paid your subs by 22
April your membership will lapse.
Ann Price

SECRETARY’S REPORT
The Leigh Society was formed many years ago because of public concerns
about damage to historic areas of Britain’s towns by unwelcome
destructive developments. The Old Town being one of them. The then 3
Leigh conservation areas were established as a result of campaigns and
pressure by residents.

STOP PRESS
CORONAVIRUS

Many new people are moving into Leigh and are appreciating what it has
to offer. We need them to join the Society which is still commenting on
planning applications and development issues.

Obviously this is a huge concern to
everyone, not least for those
members who help out in the
Heritage Centre.

On a welcome note, more people are accessing their family history and we
recently had 2, on separate occasions, American visitors, to Leigh and the
Heritage Centre— from California and Florida, who were descendants of
Admiral Haddock whose tomb is of course in St Clement’s Church. They
both joined the Society. Hopefully there will be more and if they have
Leigh roots Carole will be able to help them research.

Given the Government advice and
our duty of care to our helpers the
Heritage Centre was closed on 16
March until further notice.
We are also postponing the AGM
scheduled for 22 April and cancelling the trip to Brighton on 12
May.

We are affiliated to the River Thames Society who do great work the whole
length of the River and are very supportive of our work.
My thanks to you all for your continued support.

Margaret Buckey
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CAEDMON SCHOOL—A LUCKY FIND
We have had several articles in the past on Caedmon School but this came into the LeighLives site recently and
hopefully some of you can help.
I am chairman of the Upper Windrush Local History Society, based in the Cotswold Hills in Gloucestershire.
During a Church service in a neighbouring village, St James Church, Cutsdean, I noticed a wall plaque which was
presented by the former pupils and staff of Caedmon House School, Leigh-on-Sea.
It appears that they were WW2 evacuees, based nearby. I have taken a photograph of the plaque (which is in
excellent condition).
I am now researching their wartime stay in the North Cotswolds, I will be most grateful if you can publicise my
search for information, especially any photographs, letters, reminiscences of former pupils etc. Any assistance
with publicising my search will be most gratefully received.
Thanks
Michael Edwards, Chair, Upper Windrush Local History Society.
If anyone has any information which would help in this research Please contact Carole and she will put you in
touch with Michael. The picture of the church may jog a few memories

LEIGH MARITIME HERITAGE PROJECT
Over the last 6 months, as part of the North Thames
Fisheries Local Action Group (FLAG) project, work has
been undertaken to increase community and visitor
understanding of Old Leigh’s unique maritime heritage.
The project is particularly focussing on fishing and cockling industry heritage, industries that remain important to
the local economy and tourism
sectors.
The project includes a new printed Old Leigh guide, a
book of personal histories from local people who have
been involved with the fishing and maritime sectors
(much thanks to Jenny and Ed Simpson and volunteers for
this work, a new education guide for schools and
information boards. As well as a new Heritage Trail
(thanks to Clive Webster for the basis for this). A launch
of the materials will take place when current restrictions
are lifted on public gatherings.
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THEN AND NOW
FROM IRONMONGERS TO CORNER CLUB—44-46 BROADWAY
Over the last few years this corner of Victoria Road has seen several changes , more recently as Birdwood and now
the Corner Club. But 100 years ago it was a very different type of establishment. It encompassed the whole
building and was Frederick Bradley’s Ironmongers as can
be seen from the early 1900s bill head below.
The picture also shows that Mr Bradley was keen that
people see his shop as they walked along the Broadway
from the east and so had a sign on the opposite
building , now Scott and Stapleton.
Frederick Bradley was born in Prittlewell, the son of a
foreman in the brickfields, but his working life led him in
a different direction to his father from the start and at
the age of 18 in 1871 he was a general shopman in a
furnishing business.
By 1899 Frederick had
opened his business in
Leigh Broadway as an
ironmonger, but he also
sold pianos, carpets and
lino, beds and bedding and
many other household
items.
Fred had married Ada
Wheer from Lowestoft in
1885 in Southend and they
had 4 children. His sons joined him in the business and the business thrived.
Sadly his son Stanley was killed in the Great War in 1917 having won a Military Medal for distinguished work in the
field. The family were then living in Leighton Avenue.
His other son Frederick was exempted from service and the following appeared in the local newspaper .
Mr Frederick Bradley, ironmonger and house furnisher, Leigh Broadway asked for a further exemption of his
son…… Mr Bradley said his son was indispensable to the business and it would be impossible to replace him
with a man of experience. His last assistant had now gone to munitions making and he had filled his place
as well as possible with an older man. He could not carry on without his experienced hand. (Frederick)
Thomas Bradley believed he could serve his country better in his present position than in the army.
The tribunal agreed .
This advert dates from 1909
Frederick junior remained working in his father’s shop throughout the
conflict and for many years afterwards. Later living in Lymington
Avenue with his wife Mabel (Cluff) and their 3 children.
His father died in 1923 and for a time the son carried on the business
in Leigh but later moved to Southend opening his own hardware and
ironmongery. He died in 1960.
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LISTED BUILDINGS, LOCALLY LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS
Part of the remit of the Leigh Society is to act as a consultee on planning applications in the 4 Leigh Conservation
Areas. Actually we pipe up on other developments if they are of significance for the town.
There is a lot of misunderstanding about the different designations so this is an attempt to explain the differences
and what effects they have.
Listed Buildings
A 'listed building' is a building, object or structure that has been judged to be of national importance in terms of
architectural or historic interest and included on a special register, called the List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest. Buildings can be graded as follows— Grade I - buildings of exceptional interest ,
Grade II* - particularly important and more than special interest and Grade II - buildings of special interest,
warranting every effort being made to preserve them.
Listed building consent is required to carry out any works to a
listed building externally and internally. The penalties for
carrying out unlawful works are heavy and it is a criminal
offence. Even if it was a previous owner that carried them out a
new owner can also have action taken against them for the
unauthorised works. There is no statute of limitations on service
of a listed building enforcement notice.
In Leigh our listed buildings are all Grade II—St Clement’s Church, Leigh Library, 62 & 63 High Street, The Crooked
Billet , 28 Leigh Hill, The Bank House, Prospect House, Herschell House and Lime Avenue, Church of St Margaret of
Antioch . You can find out why they are listed at https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
Locally Listed Buildings
These are buildings which are considered to be of
local historical or architectural value. This is a non
statutory designation carried out by the Borough
Council and although a consideration in any planning
application it does not offer any specific protection to
a building.

In Leigh we have a number of locally listed
buildings— Billet Cottage, Creek Cottage, The Grand,
2-4 and 44 Broadway, Clement’s Arcade, 21-23, 87.
93-111, 113-115 Broadway, Halifax, Nat West,
Nationwide, Wharf Cottage, Customs House, Prospect
Villas, 60/62, 82, 98-108 Leigh Hill, Our Lady of Lourdes, 925 London Road, 1-7 Norman Terrace, Castle Cottage,
The Old Rectory, Police Station , Cottage and Stables, Belfairs Park, 71 Olive Avenue, Post Office Western Road.
It is possible to apply to get a building locally listed. To be included in the list the building must either—
Demonstrate the Borough’s history, particularly during its main period of growth. This includes buildings important
for its social history such as schools, churches, public buildings, leisure, entertainment and commercial buildings.
Have architectural interest—be designed by a well known architect, be a good example of a particular style or
period, contain good architectural features or be important for the townscape.
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Conservation Areas
Leigh has 4 conservation areas—The Old Town, Leighcliff, Leigh and Chapmanslord—you can see the details of
these areas at https://www.southend.gov.uk/info/200422/conservation_areas
Conservation areas exist to manage and protect the special architectural and historic interest of a place. In
conservation areas there are some extra planning controls and considerations in place to protect the historic and
architectural elements which make the place special. Planning controls are more stringent in conservation areas
and some permitted development rights have been withdrawn to protect these areas by what is called an Article 4
Direction.
These maps shown the extent of the conservation areas in Leigh ( you can see these in larger format with their
detailed appraisals at https://www.southend.gov.uk/info/200422/conservation_areas
Leigh Old Town

Chapmanslord
Leigh

Leigh Cliff
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MEMORIES OF A FAMILY BUSINESS—BREWERS
I am indebted to Stuart Brewer for this insight into a local family business and Leigh
In the early 1800s William Busby left Romford and brought his family to live in
Leigh. Benjamin Samuel Brewer left north Essex and did the same.
B S Brewer opened his butcher’s shop in Leigh High Street. Mr Busby opened his
shop and post office in Leigh High Street too and Annie Busby (his daughter) ran
them.
Two Brewer sons married two Busby girls. Fredrick married Annie and Edric
married Florence. Edric moved into the grocers /PO Shop and changed the name to
E A Brewer. The couple had 5 children , Edric Henry, Frederick, Bertha Annie,
Gladys Maud and Stuart’s father Walker Clube the youngest. They stayed there
until Walker was 6 weeks old when they moved into 10 Broadway. He had
already bought a site where the Carlton pub (Broadway) now stands. The pub was
to Caption
be opposite
the church but the powers that be would not have a pub opposite
describing
thepicture
churchorsographic.
Stuart’s grandfather did a swap. He had the site opposite the church
(now the Ruby Room) and the pub moved to its present site. The Licence had
already been granted for the corner site.
Top of Leigh Hill

Benjamin Samuel Brewer

“To catch the reader's attention, place an
interesting sentence or quote from the story
here.”

They remained there until 1906 when they bought the
corner site at Woodfield Road and Leigh Road.
Come 1914 and the Great War Edric’s 3 eldest sons went
into the army. Edric Henry became an RSM on the south
coast, Frederick went to the Middle East and Walker went
to France. Gladys ran the shop and post office.
Stuart’s Grandfather was called
from Shoebury and told the
Germans were on their way.
He had to stand on the corner

outside his shop and warn people.
After the war Frederick was put in another grocers on the Highlands Estate, Edric ran 86
Leigh Road. Bertha Annie had a daughter, Walker married Emily Worsfold and lived in
Somerville Gardens.
StuartCaption
did his national service, as did his brother, James Edric. Number 84 was bought
anddescribing
82 where the PO was transferred.
picture or
graphic.

The roads were developed in the 30s, the grocers business thrived through many years.
Edric Henry, the eldest son built many houses in Leigh an Edric Alfred gave the land for St
James’ Church. The grocery business kept open during the war years. Stuart and James
had to count coupons for tea and points for pocket money.
Edric Brewer
Edric’s brother, Herbert, opened a butchers in Southend at Clifftown Road then opened one at 133 Leigh Road in
1930, which was bought by Frank Rushbrook after he married Gladys Johnson.
Emily Worsfold was living with her sister in Somerville Gardens. She and Walker wanted to get married at St
Clement’s Church but she did not live in the parish. It was not sufficient to have a suitcase in the parish so she lived
for 6 weeks with her friend Gladys Johnson in Leigh.
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Broadway corner of Alexandra Road was Johnson’s
butchers run by Cyril Johnson a great pal of
Walker’s until he died in 1940. Walker died in 1956
and Frederick in 1962.
Woodfield Garage was originally the water works
before water was piped to the new houses. Some
people had to fetch their water in a jug.
Frank and Gladys Rushbrook opened their home to
German refugees just before the war. Gladys and
Stuart’s mother remained friends until the 1990s
when they both died.
Stuart was a volunteer at the hospital WRVS for 20
years and a very long serving steward at the
heritage centre.
Stuart’s Great Grandmother, Lisa Tanner gave the
welcome address to the chairman of the Railway
on the first train to Leigh—they gave her a gold
chain as a thank you.

A TOTALLY DIFFERENT BREWER CONNECTION TO LEIGH
At the same time as the Brewer family of Leigh were setting up shop and starting on their thriving businesses
another grocer with a connection to the name Brewer, was playing fast and loose. There is no connection between
the Brewers in this story to the grocers of Leigh though.
In 1877 James Spurgeon of Halstead had married Charlotte Brewer of Colne Engaine. By 1881 they had 2 children
and were living in West Ham. James was a grocer’s assistant.
In the 10 years to 1891 something obviously went wrong with the marriage. James was boarding at 1 Queen’s
Terrrace in Prittlewell with the family of the widowed, Eliza Cotgrove. Charlotte was back in Halstead in Parsonage
Street , a shop keeper in her own right and stating that she was a widow. So who was playing false? James still
owned up at this time to being married.
Five years later in 1896 James married Alice Taylor , daughter of a waterman, at St Clement’s claiming to be a
bachelor . But Charlotte was still alive!!!
James was spotted by his sister in law that
same year marching with the Salvation
Army Band in Halstead and the whole story
started to unravel.
He claimed that about 12 years before he
had got into some bother and been taken
away and Charlotte then refused to live with
him anymore. He returned to Halstead at
Christmas 1895 and was spurned again by Charlotte. He was tracked down in August 1896, only two months
married to Alice, and arrested. Canon King confirmed he had carried out the marriage ceremony to Alice and
James was sent to trial for bigamy. James had first claimed he thought his wife was dead but then changed his
story.
James was sent for trial and having already served 3 months was sentenced to a further 3 months. Charlotte
divorced him the following year on grounds of bigamy and adultery.
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2020 DIARY DATES
Sadly we had to postpone the Lord Lieutenant’s presentation in March and the AGMs on 22 April due to the
Coronavirus. We hope to re-engage the speakers for our October and November meetings
For the moment our 13 May talk remains until further notice, but please check the website or get in touch with
Carole nearer the time . We very much hope to welcome
our Archivists Ed and Jennifer Simpson will be giving a presentation entitled “Lost Leigh”, arising from their
work in our archives.
9 September - Graham Mee, Chair of South East Essex RSPB Local Group

Graham has been a volunteer for the RSPB for around 40 years. Until retirement, he worked in Air Traffic Control
at Southend Airport.
The RSPB was formed to counter the barbarous trade in plumes for
women's hats, a fashion responsible for the destruction of many thousands
of egrets, birds of paradise and other species whose plumes had become
fashionable in the late Victorian era.
The organisation started life as the Society for the Protection of Birds (SPB),
founded by Emily Williamson at her home in Manchester in 1889. The
group quickly gained popularity and in 1891 it merged with the Fur, Fin and
Feather Folk, to form a larger and stronger SPB, based in London. In its
earliest days, the society consisted entirely of women and membership cost twopence.
The fledgling society was so successful that it was granted its Royal Charter in 1904. Then in 1921, the Importation
of Plumage (Prohibition) Act was passed, forbidding plumage from being imported to Britain. Several influential
figures, including the leading ornithologist of the day, Professor Alfred Newton lent their
support to the cause,
which gained widespread publicity and popularity, leading to a rapid growth in the society's membership and a
widening of its aims.
In 2000 Rainham Marshes was purchased - 3.5 square kilometres of grazing marsh on the Greater London/Essex
border. A petition to secure European bird protection laws became the largest conservation petition ever
presented to EU Commission. It contained more than 2 million signatures, of which 521,000 were collected by the
RSPB.
Graham will be showing many beautiful photos and will give you a full history of the RSPB. This is a most interesting talk and should not be missed.
Future meetings will be held on 14 October and 18 November and speakers will be announced in the next edition

OUR DAY TRIP TO BRIGHTON 12 MAY 2020 IS CANCELLED
HMS LEIGH ON THE PIER IN MAY ADVERTISED IN LAST LEIGH HAS ALSO
BEEN CANCELLED BUT IT IS HOPED TO HOLD SOME PART OF THIS ON
THE PIER LATER IN THE YEAR.
Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the particular author
and not necessarily those of the committee and officers of the Society. We
hope you will like to keep your copy of Leighway, but if not please recycle
it
© Leigh Society, Leigh Heritage Centre, 13A High Street, Leigh-on-Sea SS9
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