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The newsletter of the Leigh Society
An eye to the future with an ear to the past in the heart of Leigh

IN THE SUMMERTIME

Well here we are again in the summer season, not the most
appropriate time you might think for talking about Christmas, but
planning has to be done in advance and so in this issue you will
find advance warning and application tor the Christmas Comicals
which will take place on 7 December in the Den.

Sometime in October we will have a meeting of all those who wish
to take part and we hope that more of you will want to do so this
year and have a jolly good evening.

If you feel like treading the boards please let Carole or another
member of the committee know as soon as possible. The theme
this year for the fancy dress is characters from history but of
course your party piece can be trom any period.

If you still haven't paid this year's subscription this is your last
Leighway so if its slipped your mind get writing those cheques. |
know a number of you have tried to pay at the Heritage Centre and
found it closed — there is a letter box down the side passage which
is cleared regularly.

ADVANCE WARNING - WESLEY METHODIST HALL
MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR OUR NEXT MEETING
ON 16 OCTOBER SO PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR A
NOTICE IN THE HERITAGE CENTRE OR CONTACT A
COMMITTEE MEMBER NEARER THE TIME.
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WE PROUDLY PRESENT
THE MAYOR AND MAYORESS OF
SOUTHEND

The Society's warmest congratulations to Alan and Elaine Crystall
on becoming Mayor and Mayoress of Southend. As members will
know Alan and Elaine work tirelessly for the Society and we are
very proud to acknowledge their achievements.

Here's to a wonderful mayorial year for them both.

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS

Well the Jubilee has come and gone and by all accounts it was a
pretty good aftair down in Leigh Otd Town.

Several members of the Society attended the jollities on Strand
Wharf and a good time was had by all. Congratulations and thanks
to the organisers.

Whilst in a Jubilee frame of mind perhaps members would be
interested to see how Leigh celebrated another Jubilee — the
diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897.

A committee was set up to organise the event and the old people
had a dinner and there was a present for each child in the village.
James IHenry Johnson who was Chairman of the Committee
received a letter of thanks from the Queen.

The highlight of the celebrations was the Jubilee bonfire.
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Information and picllﬁe from the Society Archives donated
by Linda Marshall, granddaughter of James Henry Johnson.

S
REGATTA

This is the next big event in the Old Town on 7/8
September. The Society will be manning the Heritage
Centre and will have the traditional treasure hunt and other
activities. Please come and support us and the Regatta
organisation.

SSEmE——
CHRISTMAS COMICALS

Inside your Leighway you will find a flyer for the Christmas
Comicals — yes 1 know its only August but this is the only
opportunity we have to let you know the details betore the event If
you want to take part and show us your party piecc plcase drop
Carole a line via the Heritage Centre or the usual e-mail address. ts
great tun and its raising moncy for Plumbs Cottage.



THE BOMBING OF SOUTHEND IN
1940

Thanks to Linda Kemp ot Gosfield what follows are extracts from
a letter dated 2 June 1940 written by a lady signing herselt as
Mabel living at 25 Highfield Gardens. Westcliff to her friend
Dorothy Lewin. Dorothy’s family lived in Leigh and her father had
been the manager of Lloyds Bank in the early part of the 20"
century. Dorothy recently passed away at just under 100 vears old
and this letter was amongst her effects. She was obviously away
from home at the time of the letter which provides an excellent
first hand account of the bombing raid and its ctlects on the local
population..

“Dear Dorothy
I am glad you are safe and having a good time. I only wish | were
there with you. 1 expect you have heard by now that Southend was
bombed on Tuesday night. They would choose the Southend High
School tor Boys. only two or three hundred yards from our post.
Just my luck! [ never want to be any nearer to a bomb than that.
The siren had only just finished. | had just reached the post and
was parking my bike against its side and looking at the planc.
which was held in the beam of several searchlights. when it
dropped its salvo of bombs. [ have never heard such a crack in all
my life as this explosion made. My bike and 1 were flung in a
huddle against the wall and a terrific black cloud of smoke and
dust swept down wind. Then the guns started in. Shrapnel began
falting like rain all round and I retired hurriedly into the post
followed by all the other wardens who were anywhere near.
We didn’t know that the school was hit of course. but we knew it
was jolly near. Two of our wardens climbed the railings. found the
damage and reported it. My partner and | were just going to make
the top of St George's Drive when it happened so that if it had
happened three or four minutes later we should have been right out
in the open, less than 100 yards away. and would have stood a
very good chance of losing our lieutenant.
Post 80 were not so Jucky. By a miracle none of the wardens were
hurt although the post is right in the school grounds but the houses
in Hobbleythick Lane and Earls Hall Avenuc got the blast badly
and there were several casualties. Mr Jolley, the Mayor's chauffeur
was killed in his house by a piece of shrapnel.
It was certainly warm while it lasted. | finally crawled home about
4.30 a.m. I had about three hours slecp. | felt absolutely dead the
next day. But | was very glad of the test and that my self control
was equal to the occasion. At least | know that bombs won’t get
the better of’ me.
One bomb buried itself under someone’s dug out but failed to
explode. I wonder what the people felt like when they discovered
that they had been sitting on it for four hours. They exploded it
Wednesday at Ip.m. - everybody near was warned to be in their
dugouts at the time and the roads all round were blockaded.
| am very much afraid that if we have frequent protracted raids like
that at night I shall have to give up all other activities other than
ARP and sleep when [ am not on duty. I cannot carry on with only
two or three hours sleep a night under such constant strain.

Mabel®

LA SRR Dorothy’s father, Emest William Lewin

THE DOMESDAY SCENARIO
THE ORIGINS OF LEIGH

In 1066 when Duke William of Normandy conquered
England he was crowned king and most of the lands of the
English nobility were soon granted to his followers.
Domesday Book was compiled 20 years later.

The Saxon Chronicle records that in 1085

At Gloucester at midwinter...the King had deep
speech with his counsellors... and sent men all
over England to each shire...to find out...what or
how much each landholder held...in land and
livestock, and what it was worth.

The whole undertaking was completed in less than 12
months and the original volumes can be viewed in the
Public Record Office at Kew.
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Leigh™s entry in the Domesday Book of 1086
Translated this reads:

Hundred of Rochford. Ranulf holds Legra (Leigh) in
lordship, which 1 freeman held as a manor, for 1 hide.
Always 2 villugers and 2 smallholders; 1 plough in
lordship; half men’s plough; 5 smallholders above the
water who do not hold land. Pasture, 100 sheep. Then |
cob, 5 cows, 5 calves, 100 sheep; 2cobs, 4 cows, 5 calves,
103 sheep. Value then 40 shillings, now 100.

The references to then and now are a comparison to the
position before and after 1066.

Smallholders above the water were probably fishermen
dwelling on the shore of the Estuary.

Leigh-on-Sea is a relatively new name for the town. On old
maps it is sometimes referred to as Lee, but mostly just as
Leigh.

The occurrence of Leigh in English place names is
widespread , indeed on its own it is the name of 16 places.
Of course it also appears as a suffix to many other place
names, such as Rayleigh, Hadleigh and can be spelt not only
as Leigh but also as Lee, Lea and Ley.

Its meaning appears to originate as a wood or forest
although it can also denote a glade or clearing or meadow or
pasture



THE UTTONS OF LEIGH
by Mrs Biddy Matthews, nee Utton.

The Utton, or Utting family settled in Leigh from Great Glemham,
Suffolk in 1821. John Utton is said to have swum across the
Crouch to avoid the constables and his wite Ann (Baxter) walked
from Suffolk to Leigh. There were already both Baxter and Hutton
families in Leigh so maybe that was the connection.

Ann and John had been married in the Parish Church of Great
Glemham in 1815, and they had twins when living at Friston.
Their son. Lewis was born in 1826 at Leigh and was named afler
Lewis Utting of Great Glemham, Suffolk his grandfather. At Leigh
the name changed to Utton. and has been so ever since.

John obtained work, and became foreman brickmaker. at
Prittlewell Priory working for the landowner Daniel Scratton.
Esquire. Ann died in childbirth at the age of 39 and John remarried
Isabel Emery, and started a second family.

Lewis meanwhile had registered as a fishing lad at Maldon in 1844
at the aged of 18. He married a Leigh girl, Betsy Ritchie in 1850 at
St George's in the East, London where Betsy was a servant. Their
son, Lewis Alexander, my grandfather was horn in 1859. being the
only surviving child of the marriage.

Lewis Alexander Utton

Lewis senior died in 1862 having been the landlord, and partner in
the Peterboat in Leigh in 1851, Betsy died in 1875 when Lewis
Alexander was living with his half Uncle John and his wife Lucy
(nee Perry). Childless themselves. but loving foster parents to him.
He left school. and became a pawnbroker's assistant and in 1871
joined the Royal Navy as a deck hand. In his journal (which is
deposited at Southend Record Office) he describes the work of a
seaman and visits to Jerusalem, and the Middle East. These
memories remained with him for the rest of his life. My father
Stanley Utton told me that his father's feet caused endless
problems, as they were deformed, due to the climbing of the yard
arm. and dealing with the sails. Often in the freezing weather shoes
were not worn, as it would have been impossible to cling to the
ropes. His Aunt Lucy saved up six penny pieces and bought him
out of the Navy in 1880 and he left Portsmouth and travelled home
by train. They lived at the time on the hill at old Leigh.

When the railway was put through all the old familics living there
benefited greatly, and the land was purchased to make way for the
modern transport. On the strength of the land sales at Leigh they
had purchased an arca of brick carth, and started a business on
their own account. Lewis became a partner, and they prospered as
did their relatives, the Bridge family, Uncle Frank, who owned the
Peggy. and Leigh Building Supply. run by his son Brubs. Our
brick ficlds at Prittlewell. supplied the best bricks for the building
of Southend in the boom time.

Lewis married Annie Jane Wood of Prittlewell and they settled in
Victoria Avenuc. and lived there happily bringing up a family.
[.ewis became a town councillor, and was on the Roads and
Building Committee. and was in line to become Mayor when in
1910 tragedy struck. Whether as a result of his naval experiences
or stress of business. he became ill whilst watching Southend
United play football. at Roots Hall and died later at home. Lewis’s
funeral was a grand affair with many mourners and dignitarics in
attendance and also his horse.

Before his death Lewis had purchased Shopland Hall Farm for its
brick earth with the intention of utilising it for that purpose. In the
collapse of the 1930s it was sold to make the division of assets fair
to all the claimants to his legacy. and now most of the property
acquired at that time has been sold. and assets dispersed.

Clogs to clogs in three generations appears to be true.

o
JUST WHO WAS ST CLEMENT?

St Clement is. appropriately enough, supposed to be the patron sain
of fishermen. And his day is 23" November.

He was in fact a Roman citizen, son of Justinian. As a youth h
studied philosophy. meditating on the subject of death and wha
would happen to mens” souls when they had left the body.

At this time St Barnabas came to Rome to preach the Christiar
Gospel. Clement was greatly impressed by this and begged S
Barnabas to instruct him in the Christian faith.

Clement travelted to Palestine where he became the disciple of S
Peter. who took him to Rome. Peter called him *his son in the faith
and St Paul referred to him as his “fellow labourer”.

St Peter conscerated Clement as a Bishop and he later became Pope.
St Clement was martyred during the reign of the Roman Empero
Trojan in ADI100. He had been banished to Cherson, beyond the
Euxine Sea and condemned to work in the marble quarries there. The
convicts were required to fetch fresh water from a spring some mile
away and legend has it that on one day Clement saw a lamb scrapin;
at the soil with its fore foot. He started to dig in the spot where the
lamb was scraping and an abundant spring burst forth becoming

running stream.

Clement stayed in this place for three years preaching and baptising
but at last the Emperor found out about his activities and sent hi
Prefect to punish the Christians.

Clement was to be thrown into the sea with an anchor fastened to hi
neck. This terrible sentence was carried out in the presence of a gree
crowd.

Legend says that the Christians prayed for God to show them wher
St Clement's body lay and miraculously the sea receded from th
shore three miles and the body was found anchored in a kind o
shrine. It was said that for 200 vears the sea receded in the same wa;
on the anniversary of his death.

Information taken from A Short Histor_\ of Leigh-on-Sea and th
Ancient Church of St Clement



THE TALE OF EVA ANNIE

Observant visitors to the Leigh waterfront may have their curiosity
aroused by the ancient wooden post standing several feet high
from the middle of the Creek. Closer inspection at low water
reveals various other bits of timber nearby and. from a high
vantage point. the outline of a large boat can just now be made out.
All the locals know it — this is the remains of a Thames sailing
barge. the Eva Annie.

Eva Annic was built in 1878 as a stack barge or "stackie". Her
principal function was to convey stacks of hay and straw to
London from the coastal farms of Essex. In those times, when the
motive power for wheeled transport was the dray horse, hay
fulfilled a function equivalent to modern-day petrol. The demand
for fodder and bedding was insatiable and barges, the juggernauts
of the era, were the most efficient means of carrying it.

Eva Annie was built of elm. oak and pine she was 76 feet from
stem-post to stern, plus another 7 %2 feet, which was her rudder,
and a further 17 feet for her removable bowsprit. Her beam was
about 22 feet at the deck and 18 feet at the chine. Her single hold
was accessed from two hatches and reckoned to have a capacity of
4.800 cubic feet. The actual weight she could carry would have
been in the order of 90 tons.

The top of Eva Annic's mast was 66 feet above the deck and she
was powered by up to six sails totalling 2.450 square fect. They
comprised a foresail. a large mainsail (which was supported by a
massive fifty-seven foot long sprit), a topsail. a small sprit mizzen
sheeted to the top of the rudder (which was steered by a fifleen-
foot carved oaken tiller) and. either a staysail mounted to the
stemhead or, when a bowsprit was set, a staysail plus a jib topsail.
This huge "sprits'l” rig had evolved so that it could be sailed by
just two people. In foggy conditions a dog might justify its berth,
using superior senses to warn of danger. However, Liva Annie's
insurance company, The Maldon Barge Club, specified that
London bound stackies should have a crew of three. It was. after
all, quite a hazardous business sailing a 12 foot high haystack
through some of the busiest shipping lanes in the world. To save
expense though, the third hand was frequently a child. whose
duties embraced those of "Cook".

Eva Annie was built at Milton Creek, near Sittingbourne. in 1878
for the Maldon-based hay and straw merchant James Bruce Keeble
and his brothers. John and Ebenezer, plus a certain J.W. Dent. The
barge was named after the eldest of James' four daughters. ten
vear-old Eva "M" and Eb's seven year-old daughter, Annie Maria.
Ownership of Lva Annie passed to farmer Henry Stevens of
Purleigh Hall in 1904, and later she was absorbed into the fleet of
Josh Francis.

Leigh-on-Sea became Eva Annie's home in about 1926. William
Henry (Billy) Theobald bought her “for a song™. Leigh born and
bred, Billy had inherited the Manorial rights of Leigh trom his
father, along with farms on Canvey and near Woodham Ferrers
and the family home, Belton Farm, (situated quite near where the
Station now stands, along Belton Way).

In his lifetime Billy owned, all in all, nearly fifty barges. None of
them were in the first flush of youth when he purchased them. and

Fva Annie was certainly no exception. She was nearly fifly years
old and well past her prime. She was still steered by tiller (rather
than by the more conventional wheel) and so she remained for a
further ten years. earning her the distinction of being the last of her
type still sailing. Before Billy took her on she had been sunk and
salvaged twice and under his ownership she was to come a cropper
once more. Yet to her new owners she was to remain a uselul asset
for another twenty years.

As the farm trade steadily decreased. so the canny Billy
diversified. using his barge fleet to transport building materials:
cement from Grays, bricks and lime from the Medway and Swale
and timber from the Surrey Commercial Dock.

For a number of ycars Billy Theobald had been mentoring William
Robert Richmond (Bill') Bridge. a local lad who was showing
some flair as an entreprencur. Bill's widowed mother had loaned
him the price of his first dray horse and. on the strength of a
contract from Blue Circle. he had founded Leigh Building Supply.
The business flourished and Bill Bridge diversified into dairy
farming (Cross Farm) and the burgeoning motor car industry
(Church Road Motors and Colonial Motors). On his mentor’s
advice. Bill bought the barge wharl by Benflect Station and
opencd another depol.

Theobald was rather proud of his flect and wanted them "kept in
the family"; Bill Bridge had become like a son to him. And so it
was that Billy Theobald and Bill Bridge formed a trading company
in about 1934 or 35. entitled W. H. Theobald & Co. Ltd.. To mark
the occasion the house flag of the barge flect (known as the
sailorman's bob) was changed from the three horizontal stripes.
blue-red-blue. of W. H. Theobald, Belton Farm to a white LBS on
a blue ground to signity the Leigh Building Supply interest.

Mr Theobald died in 1941. Eva Annie. which was built some
sceven years after his birth, survived him but a few years. It was no
longer an economical proposition to patch her up: she had become
a liability and was unceremoniously hulked in her present position.
Eva Annie's gaunt remains still stand sentinel over Leigh Creek, a
talisman for the past and an emblem of a harsh yet nobler age.
When nature has finally run its course and her ghost is laid to rest.
many hearts in the Old Town will be strangely moved.
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In case anyone should think that nostalgia is a modern
phenomenon, it is on record that Eva Annie carried her
magnificent carved oak tiller on board to the very end of her days.
The tiller is now on permanent exhibition in Gravesend at the
Chantry Heritage Centre. Southend Central Museum has on
display an attractive model of Eva Annie. fully three feet long.
Some years ago. Eva Annie’s anchor was salvaged by Paul Lester
and set on a brick plinth outside St Clement’s Court East in
Broadway West. Leigh.

There is an excellent semi-fictionalised account concerning the
salvage of Eva Annie from off the Buxey Sands in Graham Dent” s
book of short stories “Tidal Tales™ published by Ashridge Press.
Ann Price’s book ‘Thames Sailing Barges at Leigh' contains
additional material about Billy Theobald and his barge fleet and is
available, price £3.50 from the Heritage Centre.

David Hurrell. the author of this article. is compiling an illustrated
history of Eva Annie and would be delighted to hear from anyone
who has memories or photographs of her, or of the men who
owned and sailed her. His address is 20 Willow Walk, Benfleet
SS7 2RW or he can be contacted by telephone on 01702 552668
The picture of the stem post of the Eva Annie is trom a colour
painting by David available as a card from the Heritage Centre



PLANNING

Over the last few months the Committee has considered a
number of planning applications in the Conservation Areas
and perhaps the most significant are a number of proposals
to renovate and extend cockle sheds. Obviously there is no
basic objection to the renovation works but we have been
concerned that each application has shown a tendency to
extend further on to the shore and we have therefore asked
the Borough Council to draw up guidelines to assist with
this.

We have also sought the Council’s support for a reduced
speed limit in the Old Town. Working in the Heritage
Centre it is only too obvious that the traffic moves in the
Old Town at speeds which are inappropriate to so narrow
and cramped a thoroughfare. The matter is being considered
by the Council’s Highways Committee.

The Society has also considered a number of applications
for extensions and whilst we have made detailed comments
on the particular proposals we also commented on the
appalling lack of details that are submitted with
applications which makes the task of commenting very
difficult and on concerns of overlooking and the amenity of
neighbours. In all cases where these have been issues we
have urged the Council to ensure rigorous compliance with
its guidelines.

Many of you will have completed the Council’s questionnaire
regarding the Vision for Leigh. The Society has also
responded to this consultation.

The Colisseum development is now complete and the word is
it is worth a look.
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IF YOU WANT TO GET AHEAD GET
A HAT

The following cartoon appeared in the Southend and Westchiff
Graphic on 27 October 1911 and just goes to prove how versatile the
Leigh fisherman have been over the years.

THE HARVEST OF THE SEA.

Tripper: “I uever saw a ’ay ‘arvesl
so close to the sea before.””

. Boatman: “This ain't a ‘ay ‘arvesu
its a ‘at ‘arvest.”

(At a meeting of the Kent and Essex
Sea Fisheries Committee, on Monday, de-
tails were given of an interesting indus-
try in the shape of the collection of sca-
weed. which is used by London and pro-
vincial milliners for the trimming  of

. ladies’ hat.)

THE TALE OF A 2 FUNNEL STONE
FRIGATE

Usually a term for a shore based Naval establishment. But where
in the Old Town [ hear you cry?
It was in fact the Old Town Railway Station (down side platform).
It had 3 rooms. known as the Gun Room. Wardroom and
Messdeck, a galley. a redundant mens’ loo. and a baggage store
(Bosuns store). At the western end of the platform was a 'distant’
signal. At the castern end was the level crossing and opposite was
the signal box. The station was next to New Road.
The old station became redundant around 1936. when the new
station at Belton Way was constructed. The 3™ Chalkwell Bay Sea
Scout Group managed to get the lease of the old station for £5 per
annum, which was increased by British Rail afier the War to £20.
which caused much gnashing of tecth.
A salety fence of tubular steel was installed near the platform
edge. the steel being borrowed from the WW2 sca detences on the
mudtlats. At the eastern end was the entry on to a small area
known as the quarterdeck from which a small galf flew the Red
Ensign... truly a salty establishment. As to the flag. one Sunday a
special excursion train from St Pancras hurtled round by the Billet
Lane crossing. and the driver (not local) espied the flag ahead and
the train came to a shuddering stop. exuding smoke, steam and hot
oil and hard words from the driver, who was not amused.
especially when the signalman suggested he should salute the flag!
The flag was resited as a result.
The old station was finally removed in the fifiies because of
impending electrification and New Road was widened. Goodies
enjoyed were free water. gas and timber and coal was requested
when a stecam train stopped at our signal. The coal was duly stored
for the winter in the redundant mens® loo. Boats were repaired on
the platform. and the larger crafi were brought along the track
through the level crossing gates after the last train had passed by.
Lastly, as the station was gaslit. the signalmen used to supply the
necessary gas mantles-one gr at a time. At times the long
platform was used for alfresco big ecats- like an outdoor
MacDonald's. which rather amused passengers speeding by. In all
it was not unlike a Wil Hay railway comedy!
As already mentioned the occupants during those years were the
3rd Chalkwell Sca Scouts and their successors now reside in
comparative palatial splendour at The Den. Victoria Wharf.
By the way | should mention that the old station had the largest
number of 'station staft’ on the Southend/Fenchurch line, and . as
far as we are aware, the only Scout Group in the UK to have
operated on a live railway system... unless you know otherwise!
trank Bentley




organising an exnipilion In Ine Heriage Lentre 1n deptember alte the
Regatta weekend.

Exact details will be available from the Heritage Centre but the
Society very much hopes many of you will come and sce what
promises to be a very interesting bit of Leigh history — and of course
buy the book.
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A Fleet Marriage ceremony









