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Issue 11 — January 2003

LEIGHWAY

The newsletter of the Leigh Society
An ove to the future with an car to the past in the heart of Leigh

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Looking back. 2002 saw the recovery of the Centre
following the fire damage of the previous vear and the
refurbishment of the building. Redecoration inside and out.
plus a new carpel amounted to a now pristine venue. A
word of thanks to Leigh Town Council for the gift of £2000
which offset the loss of takings when the shop was closed
during building works. A mention too about the new
laminated pictures which offer a more professional display -
a big thank you to Carole Pavitt for organising it. In the
round. the firc resulted in a siep forward for the Centre
which has never looked better.

Your Committee has worked hard at its mectings. Talks and
slide shows for children as part of our cducational
programme and othier partics have recommenced and the
shop in its new lavout has done well.

Personally. I would like to thank Vice Chairman. Elaine
Crystall.  Secretary. Margaret Buckey. Treasurer. Janc
Lovall. Plumbs Cottage Dircctor and Editor of Leighway.
Carole Pavitt. and current Committee members Ann Price.
who organises all our outings and trips and oversees our
printing needs. Cathy Cottridge. who carries out stetling
work as the treasurer for the Heritage Centre. Alan Crystall.
John Porter. Stuart Brewer and Donald Fraser. Each and
everyone of them contributes a vast amount of time and
cffort to the Socicty and the Centre. Thankyou also to
Andrew Haines for his help in financial matters.

1 would particularly like to mention ail the helpers who do
dutics down in the Centre. They manage to keep the Centre
open and welcoming (0 visitors and sclool partics and
contribule greatly to its continued success.

2002 also marked the occasion when Alan and Elaine
Crystall  became Mayvor and Mayvoress of  Southend.
Although this is. of course. a very busy time for them. they
have still found time for the Socicty's duties. Again. from us
all a big thank vou 1o vou both.

Looking forward to 2003 it will be a challenging vear for
all of us in the Leigh Society. The Plumbs Cottage Project
will be moving forward. with hopes for a Lottery Grant in
our need to raise some £30.000 to refurbish the building as
an extension to the Centre. Obviously it is up to us all o
support any fund rising events. The forthcoming
development of Strand Wharf as a Public Open Space will
also cnhance our position in the Old Town which after
many decades. will have a centre

Best Wishes to vou all and thank vou for vour continued
support Frank Beatley. Chairman

REGATTA
The Regatta in September was vet another resounding
success and the treasure hunt as ahways raised money for
Plumbs and the Socicty and cnabled a donation to the
chosen charitics

SPONSORED WALK
On 5 October Gordon Parkhill led a sponsored walk from
Leigh Station to the new visitor centre at Hadleigh Castle
Country Park. and back again in aid of Plumbs Cottage. A
small band of intrepid explorers followed in Gordon's
footsteps and it being a bright and sunny day a good time
was had by all. In the process we managed to raise about
£180 for Plumbs. Well worth the cffort and thanks to all
who took part and to Gordon for leading us. Hopelully we
will be able to have similar walks around the arca next vear.

CHEESE AND WINE FOR PLUMBS

On 13 Scptember about 50 members congregated at Porter:
for a cheese and wine party In aid of the Plumbs Cottagc
Appcal. The cvening was a great success. especially the
guided tour. and much thanks goes 1o Janc. Margarct. Ann
Elaine. Kitty and Gwen for all their hard work on the
organisation and food and to Barric Price our ace bartender.
Special thanks to Alan Crystall. as Mayor for the privelege of
visiting Porters

The Porter s Party

CHRISTMAS COMICALS
Once again the Leigh Chrstmas Comicals saw the vear out with a
bang with fine performances by all concerned and plenty of money
rarsed tor the Plumbs Yard Project. Thanks to all who took part
and help arganise the event
The Comicals has now become one of our bigaest events of the
vear and m readiness for next vear we need more volunteers to do
a turn. Its never too early to let Carole know vou are interested
So on with the motley



HOLD THE BACK PAGE

Using newspapers to rescarch vour tamily and local histon

Anvone who has looked at a copy of an old newspaper will realise

the wealth of information they contuin tor those researching cither

local or tamily history

Ihe reports are voluminous and very detailed even in the most
grugsonte criminal cases. You can almost see the blood. 13y
comparison our reports of such crimes are tume

What vou will also notice 1s that the Iront pages were ustally
covered with advertisements for all kinds o wenrd and wondertul
contraptions and medications, This continued well into the 20"
century with the Times only putting news on its front page i the
1900s.

The oldest national newspaper is the Times which started lite in
1785 as The Daily Universal Register.

Local newspapers also gathered news from ali over the country. A
ant example the exceution of a man at Chelmstord Prison in 18
was reported in the Leicester Chronicle

For those interested n the state of the nation Parliamentary debates
can sometimes be tound in full in local newspapets.

The Essex Chronicle can be seen on microfilm at Essex Record
Oftice in Chelmstord along with various other “locals™. Similarly
Southend Record Office holds those tor this arca. There may not
be complete coverage m all cases

Obviously the births, marriages and deaths are o’ major interest to
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the family researcher but the eriminal reports are also a mine of

information.

These locals also carried foreign and national news so side by side
with rescarching say the death of a family ancestor vou can
actually see what was going on i the country and abroad at the
time.

The Essex Record Office can supply a complete hst of their
holdings and for national and local papers there is the Newspuper
Library at Colindale which is well worth a visit. But know what
vou are looking tor before vou go otherwise Vou can waste an
awtul lot of time and get very casily sidetracked.

And one final word of warning be prepared for backache and tired
eves when vou read from microfilm, the print is small and close
and can give vou a violent headache, but for the information vou
get the reward ts tremendous.

A BELGIAN DELIGHT

A group of 29 members had a very enjovable and successtul 4 day
visit to Bruges. The weather was fine and APT, as usual. provided
us with a very comtortable coach and charming driver.

I'he hotel was just across trom the main square and Bell Tower -
luckily the bells don't ring during the night! We stopped for lunch
at De Panne on the way , had a day free in Bruges, spent a dav at
Ostend and went into Boulogne for lunch on the return journey. It
was worth going tor the seatood alone!  Barrie and [ were
delighted to receive the following poem from Amnn & Jack Rickard

I'he holiday vou gave us was all that we could wish

We rode about in carriages, and relished many a dish

The whole thing ran like clockwork - we didn't have a care

it was just the break we needed - with the autuma weather fair

We thank you Ann and Barrie lor all vou did for us

You did it all so splendidly and never made a fuss

So when you've got vour breath back and got a tittle time
Please. organise another one - for the erateful twentv-nine!

FLASH BANG WALLOP, WHAT A
PICTURE

We are very often given photographs to keep for posterity at the
THeritage Centre and this 1s one such example. Rarelv however in
group photos. do we find someone with the knowledge to identity
the people m the pieture

This picture ts of the Victony Party held on Strand Whart in 1945
Our thanks ¢o to Sheila Osborme and her mother lor the
photograph and the following mformation

Sheila Oshome aged 2 daughter of - George Frederick

tFatboy )y Osborne

Mrs Lilian Osborne. wite of George Fredenck

Jovee Osbore daughter of George Frederick

Ronnie Osborne son of George Frederiek

Mrs Coleman who hived ma row of cottages on Horse

HIIl down by the rubway between Bank THouse and 1s’

and Fats

[ Mrs Coleman’s children

7 Hilda Marquis and children. wite ot Edward Osborne
Hilda's brother Sheila thinksy Jack. used to shin up the
ercasy pole at Regatta, He used to get to the top using
chains and rags wrapped around them anlD release all the
bags of sweets lor the kids below

8. Ruby Savers — she and husband Harry and family lived
1n Sorrento Cottage on - the corner of Norman Terrace

9 Nelly Woods and son Tubbyv Woods. Lived ott Church
[l

10, Phis s amystery man known ondy o Sheila™s mother as
Nifl' Noftft Fe was not @ fLsherman and tus s one
nickname we have not cone across hefore.

I Pdie Johnson. marrted o Cyril Johnson, lived
I'heobalds Cottages. 1a s her daughter

12 Mrs Emery with her daughter next to her

13 Johnny Mackintosh

14 Unknown but it s thought she lived i the Customs
House

13 Jenny Whilten. lived i @ cottuge next to- (now?y Lynn

Tait’s shop in the old town — & character according to
Sheila

16 Mrs Starky. her husband was a milkman (horse and cart)
tor Howard's Dairtes and her brother was @ well known
Leigh window cleaner. possibly a Kery

17 Josie Blake
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[F anvone recognises anvone else, or indeed themsclves or can
identity Niff Nottl please let Carole know,



THE ENDEAVOUR
Few of vou will be unaware of the drive to restore one of
Leigh's “little ships'. the Endeavour
Along with the restoration of Plumbs Cottage it is one of
the two major restoration projects in Old Leigh.
The Society wholeheartedly supports the Endeavour project
but Plumbs is of course our particular priority
Progress in raising funds is slow but we very much hope
that the people of Leigh will fully support both projects

i ——
THE 1873 LEIGH MAP

Many ol vou will have seen the report in the Leigh Times of the
Society’s presentation to Leigh Library of a full size colour copy
of the the wonderfully descriptive Leigh map of 1873

Well vou will be pleased to know that we are actively pursuing
the reproduction of this map for sale in the Herttage Centre

The Map. which was originally produced for the Society in {964
by John Porter and his sister Margaret, 1s a very popular sale in the
Heritage Centre in its reduced black and white form and we hope
very much that the larger colour version will find its wayv on to the
walls of many a Leigh houschold

RAMBLINGS OF A TASMANIAN
DEVIL

Carole Paviti. our very dedicated and diligent editor, has asked that
[. and [ quote. “write a picce about vour grandtather. Henrv Ritchie
(*Scoppy”) Bridge™ (I am the vounger son of his cldest sony “for
the “Characters of Old Leigh' column or. it not that. any little
article of vour memories of Leigh™

Frank “Shettie” (top) and Henry ~Scoppy”™ Bridge

Regrettully | know little of my grandfather’s lite m Old Leigh
teertamnly not enough to till the “Characters” column) and although
I have very many tond memories ol him and of the Old Town few
of the tormer have any connection with Leigh and most of the
Tatter would difter little to those of most other members of the
Society - and none would make nveting copy. As Carole and |
have such close family tes (well. we are. she tells me, second
cousins twice removed) she might still give space for what [ am

able to offer and as [ now live i Tasmania tand vou cannot get
ed than that) it could go under a heading like
< more appropriztely. “Ramblings’) From

much more ren
Jottings for. per
Afar”™.
Most of the stories that as a child I was told. halt-heard. imagined
and then doubticss embellished about my grandtather’s early life
inn Old Leigh and about his forbears have been shown by a family
register that Carole compiled and has Xindly extended and updated
for me to be at best apoeryphal and at worst downright Liction. One
ol my beliefs was that he was 10 when his father died and as the
cldest cluld he had to leave school and go fishing to help support
his widowed mother and his siblings. The register shows that far
o the eldest he was the Flth. ol 12 children. The 12th.
reat-unele Frank °Shettic™ Bridge whom T well
remember as o very joviat and kind man. In the late “30s my family
hud a tent on the small westernmost beach below Chalkwell
railway station (then operated as a private busmess by the
formidable Mrs. Joscelvuie) and [ was alwayvs welcome to take a
free trip and to sit beside Uncle Frank at the tiller of the P

from bei

was
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the pleasure sailing boat that he operated from the adjotning
beach

Carole’s register shows that my grandfather was 56 when [ was
born. | believe that he was then living at Upper Edwards Tall Farm
at Lastwood. Amvwav. it was (rom there that he got into

omnibuses. For many vears Westehtl” Motors (then the dominant
bus operator outside the County Borough) refused repeated local
requests to provide a service from Bastwood to Leigh or to
Southend so he applied for a heence. went up to London, bought &
couple of buses and started one. Apparently Westelifl Motors
immediately opened a competition war which my grandfather won
and very soon Westeh!t were met with more Bridge buses [rom
Fastwood to Southend and to Leigh. Bridge buses from Benfleet to
Southend and Bridge busses on Canvey Island. For anyone who
can pretend mnterest in old bus timetables, pictures of old bus
tickets. interminable tales of the provenance and history ol old
buses and detailed descriptions of old bus routes enjoviment will be
found in a book entitled ~The Bridge Family And Its Buses™ but [
believe. thankfully. it 1s now out of print

Sometime before the start of WW2 he and my grandimother moved
back to Leigh, fiving first at “The Pillars™ m Marine Parade (the
md house west of Crescent Road) and later at the top of
Tattersall Gardens. During the carly vears of the war we did not
meet. They had evacuated 1o Cirencester and [ was at Belper with
WHSH

One very clear memory 1s that he was. to put it politely, tuciturn.
When T was a bov it was said that children should be scen and not
heard and also should speak only when spoken to. Although those
dicta were rarely observed, they most certainly were by me when
i the presence of a ster grandparent. As my grandlather rareh
miliated any conversation with me communication between us was
limited and usually non-existent. After the war he had built a bout
which he named the “Mary Louise™ after my grandmother. The
forward section was a comfortable cabin cruiser with a couple of
berths, a galley and & head. AfUiC was o Leigh bawley fitted out
with all the equipment and gear necessary trawhing and with a




big well i the deck and a woeod fired copper for boiling the
shrimps which were the maim target of the tawls, During my
summer school holidavs T spent many davs out with him and the
retired Leigh fisherman who was emploved as first mate. My
family’s home was then at Thundersley and 1 would leave my
bicvele m the vard of myv Uncle Frank and Aunt Lil's shop. It is
the one nearest “"The Smack™ shown i Plate 13 11 Bundock™s ~Old
Leigh A Pictorial History™. Talways enjoved these trips. but verbal
communication between the three of us never went bevond that
pertinent solely to the tasks in hand. They did. however. give me a
strong and lasting empathy for Captain Bligh's crew,

There have been three “Henry Ritchic Bridge’s. The second was
my cousin, Brubs. son of Frank: the third my late brother. During
the war Brubs helped organise and performed in a concert party
which went to the more remote gun sites and other mibitary
outposts. My father was a civilian Pigeon Supply Oflicer. His
duties included recruiting and supplving other pigeon fanciers
(many in Leigh) who volunteered to provide pigeons to be dropped
mto France and the Low Countries or taken on commando raids
and other clandestine operations and to oreantse the continuation
of the pre-war training of the pigeons. His arca. known as the
“Thames Estuary Group . covered most of Essex and the transport
and general support that he needed tor day to day activities. tor
collecting birds for training or for despatch for “overseas duty” and
tor collecting the messages brought back by the all too tew
carrivals” (as they were called) were supplied by a Roval Signals
pigeon unit which was stationed at the Salvation Army farm
buildings adjoining the Castle at the bottom of Castle Lane.
Hadleigh. After Westelift High retumed from Belper in 1942 1
ofien attended the concerts given by Brabs and his fellow cast
members at that unit. Now all that 15 to give me a lead in for a little
levity, IFrom time o time and when rations permitted my parents
would give a party for the men and women from the unit who had
been seconded to the Thames Estuary Group. Brubs often attended
these gatherings which, as was necessarily the norm in those davs.

involved mostly self-entertainment. One of” Brubs™ party picces
was to nduct any neweomers mlo the Siamese roval family. After
and with long rigmarole) he had invested them with houschold
bits and pieces representing cloaks, orbs. seeptres and crowns they
were to required to sing the Siamesce national anthem,

the words to which were ~O wot tarnar Siam.™. Its tune was the
same as that of ~“God Save The King'.

For the past 34 vears there has been a corer of Hobart. Tasmania
that has been for ever Old Leigh. During those vears a painting by
Joan Walker of the High Street which was given to us as a farewell
2ift by very dear Iriends has been prominent in our three family
homes and now in my present home and in all four there has been

a drawer with a collection of Old Leigh memorabilia, some of

which came out with us and since has been added (o with
purchases at the Heritage Centre and at that bookshop in the

Broadway. Where I now live — Battery Point - 1s a small suburb of’

Hobart and “inner’ to the extent that on one of its boundarics it
merges with the ¢itv centre. In many ways it is similar to OId
Leigh. It was the tishing and seafaring corner of Old [obart Town
and my home, built in 1875 (and therctore almost historical by
local standards) would originally have been a [isherman’s or a
whaler’s cottage. Battery Point’s other boundaries are the docks,
the River Derwent and the adjoining suburb off Sandy Bay. The
docks are very much working docks for fishing boats. local fermies
and large commercial vessels including those that supply the
Antarctic bases.

The surrounding arcas have become a pleasing mix of San
ancisco’s Fisherman's Whart! London’s St. Katherine Dock and

Hong Kong's Ocean Pler. One obvious dilference to Leigh is the
depth of water: Cruise ships (33 are expected this summer and will

range i size from
modermn monstrosities that fook more like an enormous block of
lats than anvthing nautical) are able to tic up within less than a
live minutes” walk of the city centre. [t is comparable to the Q22
(a regular caller into Hobarty visiung Southend and moormg m the

se with o few hundred passengers to the

amusement park adjacent to the pler entrance

1 close with two of my memories of Ol Leigh for which | do
claim exclusivits. During my 72 years | have had four scrious
romances. Numbers 3 and 4 both started in Old Leigh and both in
pubs there. fn 1948 it was my good fortune to be m The Smac
on the morming when there was a change-over of proprictors and to
be on the spot to mitiate No. 3 by dating the beautiful daughter off
the mcoming family for the OWRFC dance the  [ollowing
Suturday. 1 believe that she still lives locally. So, Mary, it vou read
this | send vou tondest regards. Then one Sunday momning i 1930
it was in ~The Ship™ (not then a very popular pub. but it did have a
dart board 1w the Saloon Bar) that T was introduced to @ voung
school teacher. That was the start of No. 4 and we married four
vears later. Two of our three children were born in [
other one was duee to have been, but he decrded to arrive
carly and entered this world in Rochtord General. as his Cousin
Carole {goodness knows how manv times removed they are) had

also done eight vears carlier. My wite died in early 1994, Later
that vear I was in England and on the first of many visits to the Old
Town | popped into the ~The Ship™ for « nostalgic drink. T was
suddened to see that at some ume during the preceding 44 vears
the dart board had been removed

Barrv Bridge, Tasmania

ITS RENEWAL TIME AGAIN

Sorny tolks but 's the time ol vear when subscriptions become
due and nside yvour Leighway vou will find @ renewal torm. All
vou have to do is send or drop it in to the Hentage Centre with
vour £3

The Soctety has kept the membership pegged at £3 which we hope
all members will agree is excellent value

Al proceeds are used i the upkeep of the Society i terms of
organised events and the production of the Leighway.

Onee again a tull programme of events will be wrranged tor tlus
vear with talks startimg in March. The programme has vet to be
confirmed but we can assure vou it will be interesting and varied.
So please don’t forget to renew vour subsenption and we all thank
vou for vour continued support

i ———

PLANNING ISSUES

As members will know the Society 1s consulted about planning
applications whicl tall within the Leigh Conservation Arcas but
oceasionally an application of importance outside the arcas is
drawn to our attention.

One such proposal is that for an 80 stall market near Leigh Tip

We were very concermed as were many others of the prospect of
this eoing ahead and have asked the Borough Council to allow us
to submit our views as a Society although strictly not within our
remit. Our main concems are ol course congestion, noise, access 1o
the civie amenity site and eftects on the nature reserve



THE THAMES GATEWAY

Looking at plannmng applications 1s one ol the functions ol the
Soctety and we regularly report on these o members, However
most of these are of a refatively minor nature but now and again
something of more wider interest and coneern artses, Such s the
Fhames Gateway initiative.

IHere Alan Crystall, our Mavor and Society member.
overview of the scheme.

Thames Gateway 1s just a fancy name for the North and South
banks of the Thames as far as London's Canary Whart. It is a
planning region in three  parts. South Essex. North Kent and
London. cach with it's own development agency. and a total
population of two million people

It extends from Margate in Kent to Canary Whart n London up to
Shoeburyniess in Essex. There is a committee over-riding the three
arcas which has six ministers from Tonv Blair's cabinet, so 1t is a
mighty strong planning sub region.

Thames  Gateway 15 an arca with  well  above  average
unemployment.  which would become  considerably worse 1t
nothing was done. indeed it nothing was done for Southend and
Rochtord alone, we would have 20.000 unemployed by 2011, with
social disorder and unrest hand in hand. Clearly. it's main function
1s to provide jobs. good well paid jobs, with trainmg for the
unemploved. reskilling and education for better jobs over the
Regional Plan period for East of England. of which it is a part.
antil 2021, It will play a major role in the prosperity of our region
ol tive and a half million people. and will ereate emploviment on
the derelict lands along the Thames North bank. with housing
growth more on the Kent side until there is a better balance
between housing and jobs and transport and schools and medical
services. what the planners call a “"horizontal spatial balance” a
sustamable  balance  and  growth  which  will mprove  the
environment,  working  and  green. for  our  clildren  and
grandchildren

Southend. with a new university college in the High Street will be
the "cultural hub" a stronghold of education. leaming. theatre and
sport. This is not a "five minute” job. and the  present planning
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s a broad

period lasts another 19 years.

Great care will be taken of the Thames marshes and green open
spaces, but in some ways the Gateway will be a “lateral city”
extending bevond London. with high speed road and rail Iinks to
London and new road and rail links. including heavy rail freight.
across the Thames  both near Canveyv Island and Tilbury. It will
have high quality of design  and environment.  cxciting and
desirable Thames side areas with housing and jobs and shopping
in a special Thames side setting.

The proposals for an Airport at Clitte would be totally at odds with
the proposals for the Gateway, and are being strongly resisted by
the whole sub-region and the whole of East of England region. as
the jobs and housing would be on the wrong sides of the Thames
It does sound a bit daunting. but the growth will be substantially
re-cyveled areas of dereliet land. both of jobs and housing. and the
park, marine park and marshes open spaces will not only remain.
but are expected to be made larger. with greatly increas
to sport and recreation  and leisure, towards a time bevond this
plan pertod when long distance  commuting will be a thing of the
past

Trips to Furope will be by cheap environmentally friendly high
speed  trains rather than polluting aircrall. Al we have to do is
live long enough to see it all. good luck

Alan Crystall is one of the three vice chairs of the Fast of Fngland
Regional Planning Panel.

THE ORIGINS OF THE RITCHIE
FAMILY OF LEIGH

Ritchie 15 an old Leigh name. at least as old as 1816 when it irst
appears i the registers of - St Clement's Church recording the
marriage of Alexander Ritchie o Marv Ehizabeth Ingram on
Christmas Day. Witnesses o the marriage were William Rust and
the bride’s sister. Susannah Plumb. Thus Alexander and Mary
Plizabeth were the wncle and aunt of the bulder of Plumbs
Cotlages

From fishing records I leamed that Alexander junior had been
born in Chatham in about 1791 but what of Alexander’s parentage
Alexander and Dorcas Ritchie?

So far no trace has been found of the marriage of” Afexander and
Dorcas but the registers for St \Lm 3 Church. Chatham record the
baptism on 23 November 1791, of Alexander. their son  and 2
other children. Dorcas and Samual in subsequent years.

Nothing else was known until by chance 1 found a reference to a
will ol un Alexander Ritchice of Chatham in 1800, Not knowing
whether this was the right man [ obtained a copy of the will to find
itwas my 4 X great grandfather.

The will reveals that Alexander was the gunner on board HMS
Asid

As gunner . Alexander was the senior of the three standing otlicers
on board ship and his responsibilities were considerable.  He had
within his remit the maintenance of all the ship’s great and small
arms. the powder magazines and shol. Strict arrangements were
Jaid down for the movement of powder, and stores and supplics
had to be mimncl_\ accounted for o the Board of Ordnance not the
Navy Board. In battle his station was in the magazine, supervising
the filling and 1ssuing cartridges. but not actually firing the guns.
Under him he had gunner s mates. eun captains and quarter
gunners. the armourer and his mate. gunsmith and possibly @
Yeeman of the Powder Room.

The gunner was an cducated man having to pass an examination in
mathematics and understand trajectories.

I'he Asia had quite a history (o her. having been involved in the
American Rey u]unomr_\ War and taken part in the attack on Fort
Roval. Martinique in 1794 By 1798, when Alexander transferred
to her from HMS Assistance. she was the agship of Admiral G
Vanderput, moored in Halitax Harbour. Nova Scotia.

The records also reveal details of another Alexander Ritchie (First
Class Boy) = this iy assumned o be his son Alexander who
eventually came to Leigh. Gunners were allowed two servants and
very often sons went as their father’s servant.

Men's names are very rarely mentioned in the Log Books. usually
only when they receive a flogging. ‘The books record the weather .
the ship’s posttion and what work has been undertaken and guns
fired ete. Thus Alexander’s name onlv arises when on Friday, 24
Mayv 1799 the Captain’s log records that Mr Ritchie. gunner, was
sent to the hospital. The ship was at thai time moored i Halifax
Harbour.

Nothing turther is recorded in the log but the Muster Roll records
that Alexander died on 2 June 1799 at Halitax Hospital. Unlike
many of the other entries on the roll Alexander’s age and place of
birth are not given. His death is recorded in the records of the
Naval Cemetery at Halifax

Just over a month later his son Alexander. aged 9. was transterred
to HMS Dasher perhaps bemng sent home to his mother.

Alexander. the son of Alexander and Dorcas. and Mary Elizabeth
[ngram. his wile. were to become a couple ol some .xl(mding m
Leigh. owning property and boats. [t mayv be that the John
Osborme ol the time ix the connection which brought Alexander to
Leigh. In 1826 Mr I Osborie, ovster merchant was bankrupt and
his vessels were sold at auction on 11 April that year. Among them
was (he fishing smack the “Sharp™ of 44 tons. of which Alexander
was the master. Tad Alexander started work for him on coming to
Leigh or did John Osbome employ him {rom Chathan?

The research continues













