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EIGHWAY

The Newsletter of the Leigh Society

An eye to the future and an ear to the past in the heart of Leigh

Welcome to the year 2000

Yes I know you are all sick to the back teeth of the Millennium.
We've been there and done that now so what is there left to top it?

The new issue of Leighway of course.

Well the first issue seems to have gone down a treat and has
proved very popular with visitors in the Heritage Centre, so |
guess that means I get to do it again.
In this issue we have a number of articles by Society members so
don’t be shy, vou can do it too. We have a range of interesting
items and are starting what we hope will be a number of regular
features on people and properties in Leigh.

So sit back and&_enjoy! mn
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WHAT THOU LOV’ST WELL IS THY
TRUE HERITAGE

(EZRA POUND)
Thanks to an army of dedicated helpers over the years and a wide
range of souvenirs and informative material the Heritage Centre
continues to thrive.
People come to the Centre for a variety of reasons. They may have
an interest in local, social or family history. Some are looking for
a lost childhood memory and stay to reminisce.
The Centre is seen as a focal point for these interests and things
generally about the town. It is the public face of the Society.
Obviously, not every helper will know everything about every-
thing but between them they have a wide range of knowledge and
visitors can be referred to the right person.
Many of our visitors like a chat and Granny’s Kitchen provides a
starting point for many memories to come tumbling out. This is
the most important part of the Centre’s function. Of course we
want people to buy our wares but our primary purpose is for them
to learn about Leigh and its history and to tell us their memories.
Did you know that The Leigh Soci-
ety was awarded first place in Essex
County Council’s 1980 Amenity
Societies” Awards Scheme and in
1982 received joint first prize in the
David Knightly Charitable Trust
competition ‘Pride of Place’.

As well as the Civic Trust the Society is also affiliated to the
Council for the Preservation of Rural England and the River
Thames Conservancy. We are also members of the Victorian So-
ciety.

SUBSCRIPTION NEWS

The subscription fee for the Society has been unchanged for a
number of years, but unfortunately costs have not stayed as static.

After much consideration it has been necessary to regularise
subscriptions with effect from 1 January 2000.

All subscriptions will now become payable by the AGM each year
and from their next renewal will be on a yearly basis only, at a rate
of £5 for UK members (covers partners) and £10 for overseas
members.

Unfortunately we also have to contend with increasing prices for
the meeting room hire and so starting with the March meeting
there will be a small charge of 50p for members and £1 for non
members at meetings. This will include refreshments afier the talk.
We hope you will agree that in this day and age these modest rates
are entirely reasonable and we know compare favourably with
other such organisations..

This year we are planning a complete overhaul of the Society’s

" archives to ensure that it is all correctly catalogued and preserved.

This work will be carried out by volunteers from within the So-
ciety who will be specially trained for the purpose.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

OLD LEIGH REGATTA

Although it seems a long time ago now those of you who were
down in the Old Town for the Regatta weekend in September will
know what a tremendous success it was. The crowds were enor-
mous and the weather was kind. As aresult the three Scout Groups
each received £3250 and the Leukemia Charity also received a
sizable sum.

From the point of view of the Society it was a very successful
weekend. Jan Sutcliffe’s ‘creative cockles’ were a megga hit with
the kids, the Centre was very busy and the Treasure Hunt and
Count the Cockles competitions were very popular, with Lyn and
Carole the most convincing pair of fishwives this side of Bil-
lingsgate.

The Society wishes to thank all the helpers in the Heritage Centre
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Regatta 2000 here we come <= )

who did sterling work. It was a real team effort.



A Potted History

Do you have pieces of pottery like these?

Do you know that they are likely to have been made in Leigh
where the old Corona cinema (now a snooker club) was built?
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The earliest written evidence for a pottery on this site places its
foundation early in the 19th Century when the owners were,
successively. David Montague until about 1864, Gallichan & Co
1865 -75, The Victoria Pottery 1876-89 and Brayne & Mansfield
1890-1899 when the last firing took place.

Although considered to be the Leigh Pottery, it was actually in
Prittlewell Parish, whose border lay just to the west near the
Grand Hotel.

The main products were items for use in the building trade e.g.
chimney pots, roofing tiles, flower pots and filters, (for water
purification). all unglazed items. The pottery also produced
salt-glazed items such as land drainage pipes, glazed sanitary
pipes and stone bottles and jars.

The items now treasured by Old Leigh families mainly consist of
flower vases. usually embellished with a spray of roses, The
potters used a number of different colours for the glazed finish.
dark red. green. brown, yeliow and. more rarely, blue. The most
frequently used was the dark red.

The outsides of the pots were further decorated by small strands of
white clay which appear to have been created by pushing the soft
clay through the mesh of a wire sieve. On some of the pots these
strands were applied unevenly - probably because the men were
not highly skilled in decorative ware.

I have a large round cheese dish with a lid, a sugar bowl on :
stand and a jam jar and lid, complete with a hole for the j i
spoon. These were found in a cottage at Hadleigh.

The other type of glazed decorative ware was made to look liks
the rough bark of a tree trunk and invariably was brown. Man
families had candle-sticks, money boxes and lidded jars, usuali.
about six to eight inches high which stored a variety of contents
including tobacco. Models of buildings were made, including th:
model of a lych gate which is in the Heritage Centre.

The Pottery employed about twenty men and boys and there w
a row of cottages nearby in which some of them lived.

Many consider Leigh Pottery to be rather crude but it has its ov
rustic charm for Leighmen.

Lyn Davia
Sources: The Stoneware Pottery at Leigh-on-Sca. Essex, a paper read by Job

Howell at the Linnean Society in 1985, Benton's History of the Rochford Hundre,
Old Leigh by Rev John Bundock.

At our October meeting we welcomed Kris Goring from the Roye
National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen

As well as giving an extremely interesting and an eye opening tai
into the work of this magnificent organisation, Kris touched

chord in many of our hearts as he revealed that fishing is the mo
dangerous peace time occupation with, on average, 10 men

month losing their lives or being injured and 2 vessels lost to bri
us fish for the table. Over 700 accidents were reported in 19"
Recent events bear this out only too well.

The Mission is a Christian organisation which brings comfort ¢
care to the families of the bereaved and injured.

Those of you not able to attend the meeting who would like !
know more about the organisation or offer assistance should w
to Kris at The Fisherman’s Mission. 47 Rectory Road, Rochfor
SS4 TUE

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES ARE SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

Fa

So why not give a special gift - a subscription to the Leigh Socic:

Just send details of the recipient with a cheque for £5 to 3
Membership Secretary, Leigh Society, Leigh Heritage Cen.
High Street, Old Town, Leigh-on-Sea SS1 2EN and we will do:
rest. Please allow sufficient time before the event for dispatc

Obituary

We regret to have to record the passing of Society members M:
Heather and Joan Draper. We send our deepest sympathy to "
families.



CARETTA
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SAILING INTO THE NEXT MILLENNIUM

A new century has begun. but there is still one old girl who re-
members the turn of another century.
1899 was a good year for the Devonport Dockyard. The Boer War
was raging and there was plenty of seasoned teak from Queen
Victoria's Empire, the finest gunmetal, the best copper and a yard
full of craftsmen.
The plans for the Caretta had evolved from Nelson's Navy but
with a concession to modern gunnery, a4 inch thick oak platform
was built into the bows in such a way that, in true Hornblower
fashion. ship's guns could be lowered into the bottom. the thwarts
replaced, rowed ashore, then swayed up a cliff under cover of
darkness. to confront the enemy in the morning with a gun position.
The service career of the Caretta is unfortunately unknown but at
the end of WW1 as a concession to the 20th century an internal
combustion engine was installed on a centre line shaft. The resuits
were so horrible that she was finally ignominiously sold from the
Service in 1929.
At the age of 30 she could have been all washed up but for a young
marine biologist and his wife who converted her to a yacht at
Whites of Fulham and renamed her “CARETTA”, the Latin name
for the turtle family.
On the trial run the full horror of the experimental engine became
apparent. The vibration was so awful that the deck started lifting
off the newly built after cabin, all loose bits fell off, and life on
board was totally unbearable. The only thing to do was to cut their
losses and relegate the engine to the scrapheap. As soon as she
was habitable again they cruised for years interrupted only by
WW?2. After the war they put on a wheelhouse, and carried on
until 1967. when they realised that she was too big for them to
manage and they looked for someone who would look after her.
This is where I came in. | had to carry out some alterations and
collect old spare parts because the two engines were, of course,
obsolete. They now run on my own fuel mixture because tractor
vapourising oil is not available any more.
Running a marine antique does call for a fair bit of maintenance,
but she has sailed majestically into the new century. To think
when that French chap, young Louis Bleriot, flew the Channel for
the first time, " CARETTA" was already a respectable ten vears
old! John Porter
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THE CONDUIT

The Society wishes to record its
thanks to Mr and Mrs Phil Blower of
the Chapter of Architects for their
renovation of the Conduit Plaque
and to Norman Sutcliffe for his on-
going good work in keeping the
Conduit and surrounding area in
excellent condition.

3rd Chalkwell Bay Sea Scout
Group

THE RIVER EMERGENCY SERVICE

This Service, which was organised by the Port of Londor
Authority, came into being at the outbreak of World War 2 anc
operated from bases from Tower Pier to Holehaven on Canve:
Island. It also operated a fleet of vessels, ranging from fishinz
vessels, yachts, leisure craft and tugs. The crews, many of ther
Leighmen, included fishermen, longshoremen. yachtsmen an
Sea Scouts over the age of 16 years who operated as visua!
signallers.
At the time of the Munich Crisis in 1938, the Scoutmaster. Pete:
Daws, decided to form a signals section and boys were trained ir
Semaphore and Morse. Training was to Merchant Navy standarc
and the boys were also trained in Estuary pilotage and local
knowledge.
In 1939 the unit was offered to the PLA to man the ships an”'
signal station. At first the unit was assigned to Holehaven and t!
Lobster Smack Pub where they siept in the upper part, taking thei:
food in the Public Bar, until the PLA built a timber building witi:
a signal tower in the Pub forecourt.
Duties consisted of logging, taking and giving instruction to
passing shipping and mine watching at night....most mines were
dropped by parachute. The boats buoyed suspect areas so that
minesweepers from Sheerness could deal with them next day.
The boats were manned with machine guns-mainly Great Wai
French Hotchkiss type. Other duties included keeping vessels of1’
the Blythe Sands which were heavily mined against invasion.
In mid 1940 the base was taken over by the Royal Naval Patro!
Service which was the minesweeping arm of the Royal Navy. The
personnel were given the option of leaving or joining the Navy-
most did the latter. At the time the Sea Scouts were the youngest
full time 'combatant' service in the UK.
The Unit saw the Battle of Britain at close range and dealt with
hundreds of small and large ships fleeing from the continent be-
fore and after Dunkirk. They were also involved in the fires and
bombing of the Thameshaven Oil Tanks where one Scout was
commended for bravery .
The area covered by the base stretched from Coalhouse Fort and
Sea Reach to the outer Estuary and was run by the PLA until the
Navy took over. As for the Scout Group it still sails the area and
is thriving as one of the largest and most active Groups.

Frank Bentley

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the
committee and officers of the Society "

We rather hope you will keep your Leighway but if not ’ ‘
please recycle it (| ’



ABOUT ESSEX

Although Leigh is. of course. the centre of the universe, it has to
be said that Essex has a wealth of history.

Over coming issues we will be giving you a taste of some of the
other interesting places around the County.

In this issue we have not strayed far from Leigh, just up the road,
in fact, to Daws Heath and Thundersiey.

We would welcome short articles from readers who know of a
little nook or cranny of Essex which would be of interest to other

" DAWS HEATH AND
THUNDERSLEY

Thundersley appears in the Domesday Book and the area of Daws
Heath was settied in 1816 by demobilised soldiers from the Na-
poleonic Wars. Soldiers. however. do not necessarily make good
farmers and it is said that most of the men and their wives turned
to more nefarious activities, such as thieving and smuggling.
Since Tudor times charcoal burning had been a very lucrative
industry in the area. Charcoal was a major constituent of gun-
powder, which had been introduced into England in the 1300s but
there was no wood in England suitable to make it, until the
Elizabethans discovered Thundersley forests.

It is said that the charcoal used in the Gunpowder Plot was taken
from Thundersley to the Gunpowder factory at Lea Bridge.

As the charcoal industry faded smuggling activities increased. The
people of Daws Heath did not see smuggling as a crime.
Sometime in the 1700s they applied to the Law Commissioners
for a separate government from Thundersley. When an investi-
gator was sent to enquire into the request he asked where the
church was. As there was no church at Daws Heath he was told
that the nearest church was at Thundersley. The investigator told
the Daws Heathians that that being the case they must go to
Thundersley because the church determined the parish.

The Peculiar People were very prevalent in Thundersley. They
were a religious sect who believed in divine healing. The founder
of the sect was a James Banyard, a ploughman’s son born in
Rochford. There were enclaves of Peculiar People throughout
south Essex, including Leigh. The church still exists today under

a different name, Under the guidance of the Peculiar

People a prosperous market gardening
community developed at Daws Heath.
In May 1917 the then Rector of Thun-
dersley describes a scene at the church
gate where there were three brothers
present from Daws Heath, two in their
90s and both blind. James and Joseph
Grigg met up with a mere 80 year old,
William Stagg who made the comment
i, that be should not be able to live if he
.o were blind and could not see all the
beautiful things around him. James
replied ‘God has made us blind that we
might see him.”
In his 90s William Stagg aiso became blind.
The Griggs were a large family affiliated to the Peculiar People.
The aunt of James and Joseph was Susannah Grigg who married
Robert Ford of Leigh.
Sources: The Ancient Parish of Thunderlsey by Rev E A B Maley, The Peculiar
People by Mark Sorrell and Our Town by Donatd Glennie

“THE PECULIAR PEOPLE”

Castle Cottage
Near foot of CHURCH HHLL,
Leigh-on-Sea,
PUBLIC WORSHIP

THE LORD'S DAY,
August 8th, 1915,
at 6.30 p.m,

all

BRING ME SUNSHINE
The Sundials of Southend

Above the porch at St. Clement’s Church in Leigh is one of the
oldest sundials in Essex. This vertical dial dates back to 1729.
Even older is the mass, or scraich dial, on the south side of Holy
Trinity in Southchurch. Mass dials were simply lines radiating
from a central wooden peg which were scored on the stonework,
usually close by the door. The priest would make a charcoal mark
on one of the lines and when the peg. or gnomon, cast it’s shadow
onto the line, the priest would ring the bell to summon the workers
from the fields.

A brick-based horizontal dial, sadly minus its gnomon, stands in
the Old World Garden in Priory Park and shows the hours and the
points of the compass. These, plus two mythical beasts and the
motto ‘tyme flys’ complete the dials ‘furniture.”

A huge horizontal dial can be found on the wall of a house in
Tattersall Gardens.

Time differed from village to village until the newfangled London
time was invented. Standardised time was necessary to allow the
newly invented trains to run to a timetable.

The advent of the railway and the invention of reliable mechanical
clocks tolled the death knoll for the humble sundial and many fell
into decline. However a few were saved and restored.

Recently, sundials have begun to make a comeback. Many new
and elaborate dials have been commissioned. They are attractive
and ornamental but great skill and mechanical precision is used in
their design and construction. One of Southend’s newest dials is
on the south wall of Southend High School for Boys.

\
The St Clement’s Sundial
Mavis Sipple
()
HE COME FROM A LAND
DOWN UNDER zm,

A few months ago we had a visit in the Heritage Centre from
Brian Axcell, a Leighman now living in Australia. Carole was
able to help Brian with his family tree and we hope to have some
of Brian’s remembrances of Leigh as a child in a future issue.

Brian Axcell. his sis-
ter June (right), who
still lives in Leigh.
and their lifelong
friend Ruth Hill (nee
Osborne)















