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LEIGHWAY

The Newsletter of the Leigh Society

An eye to the future and an ear to the past in the heart of Leigh

Business as usual
We're at that time of year when a young man’s fancy
NS t0 ..o and a Leigh Society member comes to
the AGM.
This has been a very eventful year for the Society with
several changes in organisation and at last - the loo.
But we cannot sit back on our laurels (or our ‘throne”)
there is still more work to be done - and fun to be had.
So this year, as ever, we need your support and
encouragement.
The agenda for the AGMs for the Society, the Heritage
Centre Ltd and the 2 Plumbs Yard Project Ltd are
enclosed and all members are urged to come along on
26 April and take part in the proceedings.
See you there

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
I am pleased to inform members that, despite a winter
of other distractions such as Christmas, Millennium
cavortings, flu, damp and windy weather, your
Committee and the usual gang of helpers at the
Heritage Centre have bravely beavered on. Thanks to
one and all.
We now look forward to more balmy weather, and, of
course, an Old Town full of visitors forming a long
queue outside the Centre.
Other activities over the last vear have involved the
construction of the toilct (one helper was heard to
comment that she had been waiting 17 years for this
phenomenon).
A survey of 2 Plumbs Yard will be undertaken this
year, and that the removal of the sheds and opening up
of Strand Wharf, the relocation of Mike's Boatyard to
I'heobald's Wharf and the building of the new
restaurant will probably make the Old Town the
busiest place in Leigh. These developments will create
a new ‘centre’ for the Old Town and the Heritage
Centre and the Leigh Socicty will be at the heart of it.
A real celebration for this Millennium Leap Year.
Yours Ave e ?
Frank Bentley. g

SECRETARY’S REPORT
I am pleased to say that after a somewhat uncertain start to
1999 the Society has entered the millennium on a very
positive note.
Carole has taken over production of our newsletter, whi
has been very well received and. thanks to her and Lyn.
production of both new and current leaflets and cards has
been non-stop.
With Iris and Isobel doing the buyving and Val managing the
rota of helpers. the Heritage Centre has had a very successful
year. Thanks go to all our helpers.
Thanks are also due to Ann for organising our outings and
Christmas lunch all of which were great successes.
The loo construction has dominated the year but thanks to
Leigh architect, Ron Cox. on both the plans and oversecing
the work. the project is well under way. Leigh's answer to
Cloche Merle! The opening ceremony will take place in due
coursel!
Southend Council have now demolished the two ugly sheds
on Strand Wharf and views from the Heritage Centre across
Leigh Creek and Marsh are now uninierrupted. An
archaeological survey is also taking place.
Congratulations to Leigh Sailing Club on the improvements
to their clubhouse facilities, which, through John Porter. are
made available to our visiting school partics from time to time.
The 2 Plumbs Cottage Project Lid was set up with Carole as
company secretary and Donald Fraser as treasurer. The
Company has charitable status. With the removal of the sheds
the cottage is now very visible so we need to forge ahead and
start fund raising to renovate it. We hope our members will
fend their support and ideas. Cory’s have offered £15.000
owards the works and we have to raise the rest.
With the enormous influx of visitors to the Old Town and
school parties visiting the museurn we were concerned about
the poor state of the Bell Wharf toilets and have complained
to the Council. Some work has been done.
Our meetings held a1 Wesley Church were well supported
giving members and commitiee a chance to chat and
nge views.
We continue to keep an eve on events
both the Old Town and “up the hill” and express our views on
many of them.

ex
ind plans as they affect

Leigh is precious 1o it's residents and the Society hopes it
reflects this.

Margaret Buckey



HEALTHY HOCKLEY

The second in our series of interesting Essex places
features Hockley and its short lived fame as a health spa.

Picture reproduced by courtesy of Essex Countryside and E:
Record Office

In the spring of 1838 Letitia and Robert Clay
discovered a spring at Hockley, the waters of which
they declared was so efficacious that they had cured
Letitia’s asthma.

After investigation of this claim by several eminent
physicians 27 of them signed a pamphlet advocating
the use of the waters of Hockley.

Hockley Spa was born when work began in 1842 to
construct a pump room the decadence of which was
later described by a visitor as being noble and lofty
with a handsome counter surrounded by a marble slab
and with a very elegant pump in the form of a Grecian
temple.

Anticipating the influx of many visitors the Spa Hotel
was built in 1843. The water was also bottled and sold
in London from the Hockley Spa Water Depot in
Cripplegate.

In 1848 the Spa warranted an eloquent entry in
White’s Directory in which the waters were claimed as
a cure for gout, indigestion and inflammatory diseases,
as well as asthma.

But Hockley’s days of glory were numbered. It did not
have the added attractions which could be found in
Bath or Harrogate. In short there was nothing for the
visitor to do.

By 1868 the Spa had been converted into a Baptist
Chapel and the Hotel had become a beerhouse.

There were some vain attempts to revive it's fortunes
in later years the last being by the Schweppes company
between the wars. But all came to nought.

One interesting little anecdote recorded by Benton in
his History of the Rochford Hundred is that of a man
from the Dengie area who being unwell used to send
his servant to Hockley to fetch the waters which in turn
had a beneficial effect on the gentleman. He later
found out, however, that his man had never made it
beyond the Hawk at Battlesbridge and the healing
waters had come from any available pump.

\%; j } Source: Benton’s History of the Rochford
AN Hundred and A Brief Account of Hockley Spa
[

by Richard Phillips

A FISHY BUSINESS
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In February the old town welcomed back a familiar
face on a return trip from down under.

Ron Kerr, or PC 182 as he was known, patrolled the
old town in the 60s and reminisces:

‘I could tell you about the time another PC (no names no pack
drill), myself and a traffic warden were all on duty trying to
keep the traffic moving one hot holiday weekend at the height
of the summer. Then, as now, one parked car could cause
chaos, so it was a case of keep ‘em moving.

The other PC and myself were at each end of the High Street
and the Traffic Warden was moving in between. Suddenly 1
became aware that the Traffic Warden had gone missing and
when I got the opportunity I put my concern to my colleague.
He advised me that Mine Host of the Crooked Billet was so
concerned that he and the Warden might suffer from
dehydration that he had forced some libation on them. It
appears that the Warden had had an excess so ‘I put him in a
taxi and sent him home’ said my colleague. We managed the
rest of the shift without him and no one ever noticed.

I could also tell you of the many times I came home with a
bag of prawns in my helmet, compliments of Mr Osborne.
Very useful those helmets. 1 also used the same technique to
carry cream buns from the bakery in the Broadway for
breakfast.

I always enjoyed working the old town, the people there
always appreciated our efforts at keeping the traffic moving
and the trouble makers in their place.” f

Ron Kerr (ex PC 182)
Canberra, Australia \ .

-



Coat of Arms of the Company of Lightermen and Watermen of the
River Thames

ONLY A ROSE

In the last edition of Leighway we told the story of Doggett’s
Coat and Badge. This edition we have another interesting
custom associated with the Company of Watermen and
Lightermen of the River Thames - Knollys Rose

Since 1381 a red rose has been presented to the Corporation
of the City of London as a payment which was imposed in
that vear on Sir Robert Knollys in exchange for permission to
build a footbridge across Seething Lane.

There is no bridge now but the legal requirement continues
and forms an annual ceremony.

Sir Robert Knollys was a prominent citizen of London and
assisted in the suppression of the Peasant’s Revolt. For this
service he was granted the Manor of St Pancras.

Among Sir Robert’s many properties in the City was a house
on the west side of ‘Syendenlane’ now Seething Lane. His
wife, Constance, is reputed to have bought a piece of land on
the cast side of the Lane and built a footbridge over the Lane
from the house to her garden on the other side.

No ‘planning permission” having been given for this structure
a fine was imposed by the City Corporation of one red rose
payable each year on the Feast of St John the Baptist (24
June). For this payment permission was given for a ‘hautpas,
of the height of 14 feet across the road.

The present day ceremony takes place at Mansion House
where the Chief Escort to the Rose - the Master of the
Company of Watermen and Lightermen - presents a red rose
to the Lord Mayor. The rose is picked from the Corporation’s
garden in Seething Lane on the site of the Knollys property.
The rose is presented on an altar cushion carried by the verger
of All Hallows-by-the-Tower.

Information and Coat of Arms
supplied and reproduced by kind
permission of the Company of
Watermen and Lightermen of the
River Thames

Planning Applications

The Society has considered a number of planning
applications over the last few months and has
commented accordingly. We are very lucky to have
Frank Bentley, who, as a former Planning Officer for
the City of London, brings a wealth of experience to
this task.

The most significant application we have considered
recently was for refurbishment and alterations to the
Old School House on Church Hill. We considered that
the proposals were to a good standard and did not
detract from the property and, therefore, raised no
objection.

GOINGS ON IN
BELFAIRS PARK

Early one morning in 1943/4 a train arrived at Leigh
Station. The travellers had boarded up north the night
before for an unknown destination - a heavy mixed AA
Battery sent to help defend against the expected arrival
of Hitler’s secret weapon.

Imagine the surprise of one who had lived all her life in
Westcliff and was now on her own doorstep. A request
for such a posting would have had no hope.

Next stop Belfairs Park where I phoned home to say 1
would be visiting soon. We had Nissen huts on both
sides of the main path, and when the alarm went,
usually at night, we fell into trousers, boots, tin hats
and battledress top and ran like mad to the Command
Post —a concrete affair which sheltered the instruments
manned by the girls — complete with pyjamas and
curlers protruding — very fetching!

The 3.7in guns were manned by the men on
information from the Command Post so our role was
vital.

After a number of false alarms and stand downs, we
had orders one morning to take cover and dutifully fell
info trenches listening for a noisy and faltering
motorbike. Then our first sight of a ‘doodle bug’ flying
low, and as we watched the engine cut out and it went
down with a clump over Rayleigh.

Our occupation of Belfairs was useless as we could not
risk bringing the V1s down on the town, so we packed
up and were moved out to Foulness, on a far point -

one small farmhouse, one tap in a field, a full battery
and no Command Post or gun emplacements.

Within 24 hours we were in action, guns on railway
sleepers and Command Post an open ended elephant
hut and troops in tented camp. But all that is another
story.

Imissed my trips home riding pillion on a motorbike.

Mrs Gwen Eastwood -now a Leigh resident - was a Subaltern in the
A.TS. stationed in Leeds - before being posted to Leigh

The V1 Flying Bomb had a span of 16 feet and an
overall length of 25 feet. It weighed 2 tons including
fuel and war heads and had a maximum range of 250
miles. Between 1944 and 1945 about 10,500 V1s were
launched at Britain from ramps or aircraft.



ON THE RUN FROM THE
REVENUE

The Customs
House at Leigh

The following letter dated 6 January 1872 from the
Customs Officer at Maldon to the Committee of the
Privy Council for Trade shows how the men of Leigh
supplemented their animal pickings from the sea with
those of a mineral nature.
‘Honourable Sirs

I beg to report that sometime ago my attention
was directed to the fact that coals were plundered by the
Leigh fisherman from coal laden vessels in the Thames,
and I then gave instructions to the Principal Coast Officer
and Coast Guard at Leigh that any vessel arriving with
cargo and without a transire* should forthwith be reported
to me and detained until yowr Honours pleasure should be
known. 1 bave since then made enquiry regarding this
nefarious practice but so far ne case bas come under the
notice of the PCO or Coast Guard. It is known 1 the
fishermen that they are watched and that will deter them
for a time, I may however state that Leigh offers pecutiar
facllities for such practices. These fishermen come
crowding in from the sea on the tde so that the Coast
Guard boat cannot board half of them, they moor their
vessels at their back doors and as there is no patrol in that
Tocality they may safely discharge into their own houses
any plundered or contraband goods they may possess.
That there bas been plundered goods bought there admits
of no doubt and the remedy for this evil lies with the Coast
Guard who to afford the neceesary protection ehould keep
a patol night and day on that part of Leigh occupied by
the fishermen but the present swaff at Leigh is quite
inadcguate for that purpose.’

* A permit for the passage of goods issued by Customs

A hundred or so years earlier in 1781 a sale at Leigh
customs house of contraband items and boats seized
from smugglers included 680 gallons of geneva(gin),
82 gallons of brandy, 47 of rum, 275 quarters of port,
28 of ‘lisbon’, 120 of claret, 33 vards of calico, much
foreign china, together with a sloop and small sailing
boat.

In 1786, John Loten the Customs Officer reported that
he knew of at least 10 local boats engaged in smuggling.
In 1802, James Baxter, his successor, noted in his diary
that he had made a seizure, large or small, of one kind
or another,on each day of the month of July.

BROTHERS IN ARMS

The First World War has
always had the power to evoke
strong passion - lives torn apart
- the loss of a generation of
young men and their promise.
Some families knew tragedy more than once. One such
was the Carey family of 6 The Broadway,
Leigh-on-Sea (so far as can be seen not related to the
0Old Leigh Carey family).

In 1914 two sons of Robert Falkland Carey and his
wife Agnes Maud enlisted for King and Country.

John Arber Carey joined the Finsbury Rifles and served
in Palestine. He went missing in the Bay of Goria and
was reported killed on 19 April 1917. His name
appears on the Jerusalem Memorial. He was just 19.
His older brother Robert Arber Frederick Carey had
joined the Royal Garrison Artillery and had attained the
rank of Lance Corporal.

Robert fought at Givenchy and was offered a King’s
Commission for bravery in the field as a result of a
ballot of the men, but he turned it down on account of
his age.

Whilst serving with the 1/20th City of London
Regiment at Givenchy, he was one of three survivors of
a platoon, originally of 64, which held a 120 yard
trench for a couple of days. On no less than three
occasions Robert climbed up the parados to fetch
bombs under heavy fire. He aiso brought in a number
of men from open ground under fire and rescued a
wounded comrade.

His General recommended Robert for a Victoria Cross.
This same general died the week after he had made the
recommendation and Robert was one of his pall bearers
- the only non commissioned representative.

Robert wrote of Givenchy to his parents ‘Since I wrote
to you last I bave been through hell. I can’t get the cries
out of my ears, night or day; the cries for stretcher
bearers that never came. Afterwards the colonel called
me up and said he was proud of me and had sent my
name up to the general.’ 2 }
Robert was not awarded the Victoria
Cross but was given the Distinguished
Conduct Medal - the next highest
honour.

Sadly Robert fell victim to blood
poisoning whilst in France and died at
Kensington on 25 July 1918 aged 22. He
is buried in Merton Parish Church.
Robert had attained the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.
Brigadier General Hubbock wrote to his parents. ‘1 am
very sorry to hear of your son’s death. He was such a
gallant boy that I am certain he would have done
splendidly as an officer and a leader of men.’

Sources: Commonwealth War Graves Debt of Honour Register and
Burrows Roll of Honour for Southend

The picture shows a DCM, that won by Robert would have bome
the head of George V




SHIPPING NEWS C1900

The Thames Estuary has always been a busy shipping lane with a variety of vessels making their way up or down

stream. Drawing and information by Frank Bentley
Mow ightship
4 Shactic Spovitoail Bege

;
\- Srein Headed Berge
ettt Slecemen & R Shampric Barrge

Soigh Fnd §
L
Thames Sailing .Barge - These unique vessels

operated and developed over the mid 19th to mid 20th
century and were adapted to carry all manner of cargo -

building materials, sand, hay and agricultural produce.

Usually crewed by 2 men and a boy, including
sometimes the Skipper's wife, they were flat-bottomed
craft with lee boards instead of a fixed keel. They
could operate at sea, mainly off the Kent and East
Anglian coasts, but also to the continent and south

coast. Most Essex barges had long bowsprits and tall

topmasts, all of which could be housed down to
negotiate the London bridges. Much trading was done
between London and the east coast ports and the many
tidal rivers and hamlets. After the last war commercial
trading disappeared and the remaining barges (some of
them built at the turn of the last century) joined the
leisure industry. Some can still be seen around the

Estuary and coast, in particular at Maldon, and at
annual barge races in the Estuary, Medway and at

London.

Spritsail Barge - Named after the large diagonal

boom which holds up the reddish/brown mainsail.

Essex barges usually had the long bowsprits whereas

Kent ones did not. All had a mizzen mast/sail and up to

3 headsails. They could carry about 150 tons of cargo

and in later years some were fitted with auxilliary

engines.

Swim Headed Barge - A very early form of sailing

barge, the term refers to the diagonal flat bow

(nowadays seen on Thames 'dumb' lighters). They

sometimes had a long timber tiller, instead of a wheel.

Stackie Spritsail Barge - This vessel had additional
sails which allowed the barge to negotiate the London
bridges when carrying a stack of hay/straw. They were
extensively used when London operated hundreds of
work horses.

Boomie Barge - These vessels were much larger than
the spritsail barges and were ketch rigged. They traded
to the continent and English ports. They had lee boards
in lieu of a fixed keel.

Stumpie Barge - This sailing barge had no topmast or
topsail, usually a smaller vessel.
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Leigh Punt - A large 'clinker' ﬁui]t dinghy-about 19ft
fong, fitted with a lugsail and-used for ferrying fish etc
from the Bawleys to shore in the deep water Ray
Channel. They could be sailed, rowed or sculled (over
the stern) often steered with an oar.

Fowey Clay Schooner - These vessels brought China
clay from Fowey in Cornwall to the Victoria Pottery in
Leigh.

Nore Light-ship - A famous old vessel, no longer on
station, which indicated the entrance to the Thames
Estuary. Now in St Katherine's Dock near the Tower of
London.

Paddle Steamer - There were many of these passenger
ships at the turn of the last century and they continued
to ply their trade up to the last war. Most trips operated
from London to the Channel and east coast ports and
the continent. Nowadays only two visit the Thames
annually, the Waverley and the Kingsdown Castle,
which have been maintained by preservation societies.
Paddle Tug - These were quite common and two such
vessels were operated from Sheerness and Chatham
naval bases. It is believed they still existed in pre-war
years.

Leigh Bawley - These vessels have worked out of
Leigh from early Victorian times and evolved from the
Peterboat (a maid of all work carrying goods over the
tidal Thames and Estuary). This boat was sailed and
rowed and was 'double-ended' i.e.both ends pointed.
In time the stern was 'squared' and the boat enlarged
until it became the hull shape. They were timber
(carvel) built with a smooth finish known as 'plank on
edge' (the Peterboat was 'clinker' built (overlapping
planks)). The sailing Bawley was cutter rigged, with a
large loose footed mainsail, a tall topmast and topsail,
and up to 3 headsails. They were of shallow draft and
able to sit upright on the offshore banks. They had a
shallow keel and were broad beamed with low
topsides, a long bowsprit and long timber tiller close to
the deck, mostly steered between the helmsman's feet.
Bawleys were used for catching cockles, shrimps,
whitebait etc. After the last war most were engine
driven and sails were dispensed with. In recent years
they have been replaced by steel boats with suction
equipment for cockling instead of hand rakes.












