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The Newsletter of the Leigh Society
An eye to the future and an ear to the past in the heart of Leigh

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US

I

Well Leighway made it to it's first birthday, and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank the
members of the Society Committee and all our
members for the tremendous support they have given
me over the last year in getting Leighway off the ground.
Keep the articles and information coming, and here’s to
the next 12 months.

You will find tucked into your Leighway flyers for the
Isle of Wight trip which Ann Price is organising and
also for the Leigh Christmas Comicals on 9 December.
This is a revival of an old tradition in Leigh when the
Comicals (an evening of song and laughter) were a
regular feature of Leigh life in the last century held at
the Peterboat.

There will be an extensive programme of artistes
taking part in this event and we hope everyone will
have a wonderful start to the Christmas festivities. Be
warned however that we can only accommodate 100

people in the Den so get your tickets early.
£
DEAR DIARY

16/17 September Old Leigh Regatta

18 October The History of the City of London
Sue Sincock, City of London Guide
Vic Ellis’ Paintings by Bob Clark
Leigh Christmas Comicals

A CANTERBURY TALE

Many thanks to Ann Price for arranging such an enjoyable
and interesting trip to Canterbury.

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the
committee and officers of the Socicty

15 November
9 December
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REGATTA WEEKEND

The Old Town will be buzzing again
on Regatta weekend. Plenty for all
E the family to see and do.

The Great Treasure Hunt will take
nawaor i, place outside the Heritage Centre and

there is p‘lnex‘\‘;y for the kids too as once again they can be
creative with cockles and learn about Leigh in our Old
Town auiz.

You will also have the chance to sponsor a tile for the
roof of Plumbs Cottage. Every donation of £1 or over
will receive a certificate and an entry in the Friends of

Plumbs Register.
OH HAPPY DAY

It certainly was a
happy day for all the
relieved helpers at the
Heritage Centre when
Sheila Pitt-Stanley and
Kim de Neumann our
President and Vice
President  performed
the opening ceremony
for the new facilities at
the Heritage Centre.

The ladies are seen here with our

Chairman, Frank Bentlcy.

SALE OF THE CENTURY

Those of you who take the Daily Mail will have
received the facsimile of the newspaper for the day that
the Queen Mum was born. Did you read it? If you did,
did you spot this advertisement:-

Land at Leigh-on-Sea - Plots in excellent

positions; bought six years ago when land

was cheap; will now be sold at a sacrifice;

cash wanted - Apply for particulars to

Thomas Young, 2, Broadway, Barking,

London

As a matter of interest does anyone know where these
plots of fand were or have any deeds or conveyances
which may give a clue?



éTHE EYES HAVE IT ?%

The 18th Century produced many technical
improvements, not least for the humble microscope. But
the images it provided still remained blurred with

colourful haloes around objects.
Any substance which can bend light (i.e., the glass in a

lens) will bend light of different colours by slightly
different amounts.
For example if an object is white (i.e. made up of all
colours) the red component will focus in a different place
than the blue one. As a result you get a blurry red or blue
halo around the object when you focus on it.

Got that? Then lets go on.
The solution to this problem came in the 1730s when a
barrister named Chester Moor Hall noticed that the newly
created Flint Glass seemed to disperse the colours more
than the normal Crown Glass did at the same
magnification.
His decided that if he used a concave lens of Flint Glass
right after the Crown Glass he could pull the different
colours back into alignment without losing all of the
magnification of the first lens. And so the achromatic lens
was born.

(the achromatic lens)

Realising the importance of his discovery and to keep it
under wraps he contracted with two different optical
shops to make the two lens so they wouldn’t catch on
what he was up to. Unfortunately both shops sub
contracted the work to the same lens maker who put two
and two together. Chester never publicised his invention
or took out a patent.

His secret lay dormant for 20 years until John Dolland
(Dolland and Aitchison) on meeting the Jens maker
created the lens himself becoming a rich man through
patenting the discovery.

This caused a stir amongst telescope makers who now had
to pay royalties to Dolland. Knowing of Chester’s earlier
experiments they disputed Dolland’s patent rights through
the courts.

Unfortunately for Chester they lost, the Judge, Lord
Mansfield, stating that ‘[t is not the person who has locked
up his invention in his scritoire that ought to profit by a
patent for such an invention, but he who brought it forth
for the benefit of the public’.

Why is this important to Leigh? Well Chester Moor Hall,
was the only son of Jehu Hall and Martha Bittridge. The
Halls originally came from Stepney but through marriage
with the Chesters and the Moors of Leigh came to settle in
Leigh where Chester was born in 1703 and died at New
Hall, Sutton in 1771. His monument in Sutton Church
says ‘He was a judicious lawyer, an able mathematician, a
polite scholar, a sincere friend and a magistrate of the
strictest integrity’.

LEIGH’S UTD MAN
o Jimmy Axcell was born the
Vel 5th son of John Axcell and
Margaretta Noakes in 1886.
On leaving school Jimmy
joined Leigh Ramblers FC and
then Leigh Town FC winning
the Essex Junior Cup with
them in 1905 against Braintree
Works.
He also played in the last professional season of old
Grays United.
In the summer of 1906 arrangements were set in hand
to run Southend United as a professional club and a
prospectus was printed in the Southend Standard listing
those players who had signed up. One of them was
Jimmy Axcell.
In his first season the Club lost only three matches in
the Southern League and in the South Eastern League
only one. They scored 85 goals and only 6 against.
Jimmy scored 31.
Unfortunately the Club was having financial
difficulties and after two seasons Jimmy and others
were put on the transfer list.
Jimmy was signed by Manchester United.
Jimmy’s United career was dogged with bad luck. He
contracted flu at the outset and played his first match in
the Reserves in torrential rain with the overpowering
fumes of a nearby chemical plant making him sick. He
was never quite able to get into the first team and the
following season a foot injury ended his days at United.
Jimmy came home but the Blues were reluctant to take
him back because of his injury so he joined the London
Fire Brigade and played for the City Station,
Blackfriars captaining them to the Fire Brigade Cup
two seasons running.
Eventually, Jimmy returned to Southend United in time
to play against Chelsea in the Cup. Although Chelsea
won 5-2 Jimmy is reported as having had a wonderful
game.
The War put an end to football and Jimmy joined the
Navy serving on mine sweeping duties at Yarmouth.
Of course, he played for the Navy team beating the
Army 3 - 0 and scoring the second goal.
The War changed everything and at 32 Jimmy found it
hard to return to professional football but he captained
Leigh Town in 1920-1 and the following season they
won the Sid Roberts Cup.
A year later with Leigh Ramblers he won the South
East Charity Shield and went on to assist at Leigh
Wednesday.
Financially, Jimmy’s career was never in the same
league, even relatively, as Beckham and Keane. When
he signed for Southend in 1906 his weekly wage was
£1 in the summer months and £2 during the playing
season. N
But of course then it was only a game!!!1!! [I 1! &W




‘While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand:
when falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall: and
when Rome falls — the world’
—— — Lord Byron
' COLISEUM %S Do you remember the
Coliseum in the old days,
when you could see three
different flicks a week?
The Coliseum opened in
1914, the last word in luxury,
with 600 seats. When the
‘Talkies” came the cinema
was enlarged to hold over
1000 people. Admission was
6d. 9d and a bob for the stalls.
1/4 and 1/9 in the circle.
Kids had to he accompanied by an adult for an ‘A’ movie so
we hung around outside and begged complete strangers to,
“Take us in Mister?”. If we were lucky they did, on
condition we sat by ourselves. Another way of getting in (so
I'm told!) if money was tight was to club together and pay
for one person who once inside, would wander to the front
into the ladies, open the back door and let her friends in.
Once inside we snuggled down in the warm darkness and
were lost in the adventures of Sherlock Holmes (Basil
Rathbone) in The Hound of the Baskervilles, we wept over
Elizabeth Taylor in National Velvet and laughed with Laurel
and Hardy.
Occasionally an usherette would patrol the outside aisle
with a disinfectant spray. At the interval she would stand at
the front with a tray of ice creams wrapped in paper and
tasting like cardboard.
Many's the time 1 queued on the marble steps behind the
wooden 1/9 board waiting for the liveried doorman to say
“All right two upstairs.”
There was always constant movement during the film,
people came in at any time, secing the end before the
beginning and leaving when they reached the part where
they came in. You could even stay and see the show round
twice.
Sadly, after fifty years the Coliseum closed in 1965 due to
lack of support. The last film shown was ‘Send Me No
Flowers’ starring Rock Hudson and Doris Day. Like many a
cinema before her the Old Girl became a Bingo Hall but
now stands empty her fate still to be decided. '
Mavis Sipple
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THE MYSTERY OF AUNT CIS

Ann Chadwick, who most of you will know from her
excellent series of articles in Leigh Times, is a
descendant of the Ford family. Indeed she is the great
granddaughter of ‘“Marrer’ Ford whose picture hangs in
the Heritage Centre. Ann’s cousin Rita Watts has been
researching the Ford family tree for some time and Ann
writes to us now seeking help on a family mystery.
‘We are descendants of the Ford family who lived in
Juniper’s Cottage at No 9 High Street, Old Leigh until
the early 1950s when it was, sadly, demolished. It
occupied the site next door to the Heritage Centre -
until recently Mike’s Boatyard and now the location
for the new restaurant.

We are fascinated with our family’s history and eager

to find out all we can.
But there is one lady whose birth date Rita has been

unable to trace.

She was quite a character,
known to the family as
‘Aunt Cis’ and she lived in
one of the small cottages
behind Juniper’s with her
cousin Bill Polley. Even
though she had married into
the Turnidge family and her
name was Emma she was
always known as ‘Cis’

Ford. (Her husband was Abraham

Isaac Little Turnidge, known as ‘Bully”).

Her tiny cottage had an iron cooking range and was
crammed full with Victorian crystal and porcelain
treasures. There was no room to move and she shared a
communal water pump in the yard. Some time in the
1950s she moved to a similar cottage further west
along the High Street and continued with much the
same lifestyle.

Despite her advancing years her hair never turned grey
and the story is that she used the blacking for the range
on it!

Our grandfather was Ambrose ‘Windy’ Ford and ‘Aunt
Cis’ was his sister. She helped our grandmother Sarah
to bring up her brood of 12 surviving children but
never had any children of her own.

She died in 1960 and her death certificate gives her age
as 71 - which we suspect was pure guesswork at the
time by Rita’s mother Grace because ‘Aunt Cis’ was
always enigmatic on the subject of her birth.
According to the 1881 Census for Leigh she was then
aged 1 but her birth does not appear to be in the Leigh
parish records around 1880/1

We would be delighted to hear from anybody who has
any information on ‘Aunt Cis’ and when and where she
came into the world.”

You can contact Ann Chadwick with any information
on Aunt Cis on 01702 476294



THE EMERYS OF EASINGTON
In 1832 Matthew Emery, the village shoemaker,
married Eliza Robinson in St Clement’s Church.
Matthew and Eliza were to have 14 children between
1832 and 1853. A hard life for Eliza in child bed every
18 months and a tragic one, with the loss of 4 children
before the age of 7 and their eldest son, William, by
drowning at the age of 13.

Of their remaining offspring 3 were to fly the nest and
travel far from Leigh. Their 6th child, Jonathan
Shadrack settled in Anglesey marrying a local girl. It
appears that their daughter Anne Catherine who was
born in Carparvon came to Leigh and married
Frederick William Emery from another branch of the
family.

But if is their sons Richard and Matthew who became

the Emerys of Easington in Co. Durham.
The 1861 census records that Richard had by then

become a rope repairer in a coal mine living at 52
Albion Street, Dawdon, with Margaret his wife, a
Durham lass.
A rope repairman was also know as a wagonwayman
which was a very responsible job. He installed and
continuously checked all the ropes that pulled the
haulage, including the men riding set, which took the
men who were working miles out underground to their
places of work.
The furry bails which formed on the rope, known as
‘hedgehogs’ had to be removed and the rope repairman
would splice the rope repairing them as though
knitting. It was a job which called for great skill. He
also laid the rails down the pit for the wagons to run
smoothly. In the mining hierarchy he was next to an
official in status and was one of the highest paid men.
Matthew Emery was only 9 in 1861 and before he
settled ‘up north’ he had been a fisherman, labourer and
brickmaker.

Matthew Lmery It seems likely that
F Matthew travelled to see
f his  brother  Richard
probably by one of the
Thames estuary - Seaham,
g Durham coal barges.
£ Although his daughter
Emma, aged 5 in 1888,
recalled travelling by boat
g from Southend to
Newcastle.

Whatever way he got there, or for whatever reason,
Matthew met and married a local girl, Mary Cullen, on
6 June 1874 at Easington. He took Mary home to Leigh
where their first 5 children were baptised, but they
eventually settled in Easington and Matthew entered
the mine as a stoneman.

After the hewers and cutters had taken the coal out it
was Matthew’s job to make the place bigger by firing
shots into the stone roof. This was always done at night
50 as not to interrupt coal production.

Matthew worked at Tuthill Quarry, Haswell and he and
Mary had 10 chiidren. They lived at Moor House which
was owned by the Dryden family and their daughter
Emma married the son of that family, Hugh Dryden.

Moor House,
Easington

Matthew and Mary’s son Hugh continued the mining
tradition and became under manager of Easington
Colliery.

Easington Colliery may ring a bell with some of our
more senior members for in 1951 it became the scene
of one of the Country's most terrible mining disasters.
An area of the mine known as ‘the Duck Bilis’ because
of the shape of the machinery had been the subject of
some rumour that there would come a time when it
would go up in a ‘blue flash’ because thick coal dust,
which was easily ignited, was everywhere.

The machines drilling the coal regularly gave off
sparks and electric cables criss-crossed the railway
lines.

On 29 May 1951 tragedy struck at 4.35 a.m. When a
mighty explosion shook the pit. The dust exploded and
a wall of fire roared for 9 miles through the seam
killing 81 men and boys. Two rescue workers died in
their valiant attempts to save the men.

Hugh Emery gave evidence at the inquiry which
followed the accident and which concluded that the
cause was fire damp.

The Emery family’s descendants still reside in
Easington and Eileen Hopper, who with a colleague,
Mary Bell, has provided much of the information and
photographs  for this article, is the great

Part of the Miners’ Memorial in Easington Cemetery



A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE OF
LEIGH

We are fortunate to have in our Borough two nature
eserves, one at Belton and the other at Two Tree Istand
which is administered by the Essex Wildlife Trust. So
within walking distance they bring a wealth of wildlife,
consisting of mainly flowers and insects. In addition, we
have the sea shore which is also a Nature Reserve, where the
mudflats are of national importance, with their multitude of
waders, geese and many other kinds of birds.

The late Joyce McConnell was the expert on the wild
flowers of the two reserves and 1 am fortunate in having
been given her lists of all the species that she had found,
amounting to 332 flowers and a further 53 grasses. This
large number indicates how important these open spaces are
in such a built up area, and what a capable naturalist Joyce
was.

I am very much an amateur compared to Joyce having only
found some 250 species but I have taken photographs of
them all.

On the information boards that the Leigh Council have
crected in the Belton Hills, a number of flowers are listed as
being of special interest, namely;

Pink Family - Deptford Pink & Greater Stitchwort.
Pea Family - Bythinian Vetch, Grass vetchling,
Spiny Rest Harrow & Birds Foot Trefoil.
Carrot Family - Alexanders.

Rose Family - Agrimony

Mallow Family - Cormon Mallow
Teasel Family - Field Scabious.

The most interesting of these is the delightful Deptford Pink
with its delicately spotted pink petals. This is a nationally
rare flower in danger of extinction which I would not have
found but for the help of Betty Goddard. I understand it
also grows in the Hadleigh Castle Nature Reserve.

The other rare flower listed is Bythinian Vetch, a typical pea
with white and blue petals.Unlike the Deptford Pink which
is rare here. the vetch is very common throughout the Belton
Hills.

It is in a way strange that Alexanders is listed for over the
last twenty years it has become so abundant that it is
choking out the other flowers. So much so that the Council
is cutting the area at such a time to reduce it’s dominance. I
have seen little difference so far!

Mistletoe is to be found but it is rare. I found some on a
Hawthom tree, but two Christmas’s ago someone cut off the
branch. Luckily I have found a further plant on another
Hawthorn nearby. Strangely when friends moved into a
house in Herschell Road some years ago the garden had
several apple trees and they were absolutely loaded down
with mistletoe.

The late Stanley Jermyn of the Essex Wildlife Trust wrote
the Flora of Essex, which lists all the wild flowers
throughout the County, identifying in which of the 57 10
kilometre squares they can be found. Technically it is very
interesting but there are few pictures and it is not for general
reading. I find it very useful, however, for checking whether
my identifications are reasonable. Now and then it is
surprising that he gives very local references.

For instance, in Billet Lane, I have found a plant with the
unpleasant name of Bastard Cabbage, which is different from
other members of the family by having pods shaped like a
little chianti bottle. Looking it up in the Essex Flora it says ‘to
be found in Billet Lane, Leigh’. Another flower which is a
real nuisance in our garden is Yellow Oxalis, a small brown
leafed plant with bright yellow flowers, whose pods throw
out the seeds all over the grass. Jermyn mentions it is to be
found in Marine Parade. Leigh.

The Duke of Argyll’s Tea Plant is a very vigorous shrub of
the Nightshade family which is to be found in Billet Lane, in
the shrubberies along Marine Parade and on Two Tree. When
a plantsman found the plant abroad for the Duke he wrongly
told him it was a Tea Plant and unkindly the name has stuck.
T could go on but I think these notes are sufficient to show
how much of interest is to be found in the Flora of our reserves.

Peter T.Whitelam.

Unfortunately a black and white publication does not do
justice to these wonderful wildflowers, so to remedy the
situation the Heritage Centre will be producing a leaflet of
Peter’s Nature Notes with colour pictures.

4/”&

WE’LL GET BY WITH A LITTLE
HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS

As most of you will know we aim to keep the  » -
Heritage Centre open for some part of each uﬁ%
day all year round. Much depends on the L R
weather, but more depends on the volunteers who man 1hc
centre.

There is a hard core of regular helpers, but we could always
do with some extra pairs of hands. So if you can spare a few
hours a week on a regular basis then pop into the Heritage
Centre and fill in an application form.

All volunteer stewards must be members of the Leigh Society
and make themselves aware of the exhibits and information
within the Museum and the range of information contained in
the many publications on sale. Based on this awareness they
will from time to time have to respond to queries from
members of the public and it is vital that they do so from an
informed position.

HERITAGE CENTRE SALES

The Heritage Centre continues to carry a wide
range of interesting booklets and items connected

—

to Leigh. We now have a very attractive new tea lowe]
showing five scenes of Leigh. At £2.99 an ideal little
Christmas gift.

Lyn Davies has been hard at work producing our 2001
calendar. A number of copies have already been sold during
the summer for the visitors who wish to take home a
memento of Old Leigh. The calendar is on sale in the
Heritage Centre at £3.50.

We will be producing our own Christmas cards this year and
have a wide range of local views and artistic reproductions in
the form of notelets with envelopes on sale.

So if you're looking for something special to send pay the
Heritage Centre a visit.












