EIGHWAY

The Newsletter of the Leigh Society
An eye to the future and an ear to the past in the heart of Leigh

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Well, who would believe the millennium celebrations were a
year ago? But here we are in the year 2001. The Society, Heritage
Centre and 2 Plumbs Yard Project have had a very busy year in
2000 and in the words of someone else ‘you ain’t seen nothing
yet’,

This edition of Leighway is packed full of interesting and
informative items and I would particularly draw members’
attention to the article on conservation areas and the role the
Society plays.

So sit back and enjoy.

The Editor, Carole Pavitt, can be contacted via the
Heritage Centre or at paimtree@northdell. demon.co.uk

CHAIRMAN’S NEW YEAR
MESSAGE

Looking back over the past year the Society has done well. The
Heritage Centre has been well patronised and certainly well
manned by our willing band of helpers. Nevertheless we need
some more to join us - can you help?
Your Committee members have met monthly and arranged a
busy programme.
Carole Pavitt has lead the way on Plumbs Cottage, the Christ-
mas Comicals and the Leighway. Anne Price has dealt with the
social events with great success and is already into items for
2001. Lyn Davies and John Porter have entertained several
hundreds of school children with talks and demonstrations at
the Heritage Centre, which has been well looked after by Iris
Williams in her capacity of stock controller and Val Hulme
who organises the helpers’ rota.
The busy and demanding job of Society Secretary as always,
has been admirably dealt with by Margaret Buckey.
So on your behalf WELL DONE ALL.
We now, with your help, look forward to a bumper 2001.
With all best wishes for the new year

Frank Bentley

CHRISTMAS COMICALS

The Comicals were a great success, with 100 tickets sold and
fine performances by many members of the Society we
managed to raise about £500 towards the restoration of
Plumbs Cottage. Many people expressed their enjoyment of
the evening and hopefully we can do something similar next
Christmas.

DEAR DIARY

Please note the following dates in your diaries for Society
meetings in the coming year.

14 March An Archaeological Theme
Rosemary Arscott

7 April Race Night - details enclosed

25 April - AGM and slide show on Old Leigh

12 May Quiz - details to follow

16 May A Merry Peal - Bellringing
Margaret Arthur

September Outing to be arranged

17 October Purfleet ‘s History is
Explosive - Alan Gosling,
Purfleet Garrison Museum

14 November City Pubs Gardens and
Churches Sue Sincock

December Xmas lunch to be arranged

The Race Night and Quiz will be in aid of Plumbs Yard
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Sadly, last September a number of the Officers and Committee
attended the funeral of dear old ‘Ossie’ as he was affectionately
known to his friends in the Society.
Ossie had had a long association with the Society, being a
founder member and fund raiser and was instrumental in bring-
ing the Heritage Centre into existence as with his legal back-
ground he helped to draw up the lease with Southend Council.
He continued to serve as a Trustee and member of the Commit-
tee for many years and to man the counter and keep the mu-
seum open.
His pleasant manner and sense of humour made him popular
with us all but after he and Wyn moved to Shoebury a few years
ago, he had to give up his active involvement in the Society. He
kept in touch though and we saw him from time to time.
Actively involved in the Town’s life, he had been a member of
the Leigh Seafront Action Group which campaigned for many
years against the famed ‘Road to the West’ which kept us all
busy but we had a lot of fun. He was also Chairman of the Pier
Society, member of the British Legion and a helper with Meals
on Wheels.
We miss him and extend our sympathy to his family.

Margaret Buckey



Blood and Fire - The Salvation Army Colony, Hadleigh

In 1890 General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, bought farmland and properties in Hadleigh. He planned to start
a farm almost in the shadow of the much loved Hadleigh Castle. His idea was to help some of the homeless, jobless men from the
East End of London.

The Salvation Army owned many acres of land in Leigh, some was utilised for the building of houses on the Marine Estate and
the area up to Station Road. Part of the agreement when buying a lease for the land was that it should not be used as a public house.
There is no pub between Hadleigh and the Elms.

At the farm colony in Castle Lane over 3000 boys were trained during the early part of the century. They lived in dormitories or
cottages on the site and were taught farm management, market gardening, pig rearing and even brick making. After six months
they were encouraged to pass on their newly learned skills. Many went abroad to Canada, Australia and New Zealand to start a
new life.

At the beginning of the 20m century the farm was thriving and in 1901 the men were delighted to find water being laid on to the
Colony from one of the nearby wells. To commemorate this eventa great marble drinking fountain was erected for the workers.

The colony continued to flourish until the seventies
when farming became more mechanical and less farm
workers were needed. Fewer recruits were coming
forward and so the training centre was closed.

It reopened in 1991, still as a training centre, to help
the less fortunate to learn various skills and take their
place in society. Many of the trainees are the long
term unemployed or those with physical or learning
difficulties. They are taught carpentry, in the well
equipped workshop, catering, computing , life skills,
numeracy and literacy. They are also helped to find
employment. The centre has won several awards
including the Royal Anniversary Trust Challenge
Certificate in recognition of a ‘Long —term benefit to
the Nation’ project.

In August 2000 the colony celebrated its tenth year by holding an open day. Dignitaries and visitors had the opportunity to buy
some of the toys and garden furniture made by the trainees, to walk around the workshops view the exhibitions and ride around
the fields in tractor drawn carts. A service was held and the symbolic unveiling of the old drinking fountain which has been
carefully restored.

There are great plans for the colony. Part of the land is to be given over to growing organic vegetables. They hope to open
refreshment facilities for the public, a heritage centre and a large new Citadel. These new developments will mean the old Citadel
opposite Safeways must be demolished but the new modern buildings will be an asset to the colony and to the community of
Hadleigh.

Mavis Sipple
THE ANCIENT MARINERS  When he was dying he called for his son and said to him:-
OF LEIGH ‘My son, considering my rank in life and public service
- for so many years, I have left you but a small fortune, but it is
’.rhe Haddock Famlly L honestly got and will wear well; there are no seaman’s wages or
Many of you will know of the 15th Century memorial in St provisions, nor one single penny of dirt money in it’
Clement’s Church to the Haddock family of Leigh. Source - Essex Worthies, William Addison

Admiral Sir Richard Haddock (1629-1715) was perhaps the
best known member of the family. He commanded the Earl of
Sandwich’s flagship the ‘Royal James’ at the Battle of Sole Bay
in 1672 and for his bravery was presented to Charles II. At his
audience with the Merry Monarch the King removed a silken
cap from his head and set it upon the head of Richard Haddock
and from that time onwards he held many offices. He was
knighted in 1675, appointed Commander at the Nore in 1682
and from 1683 to 1690 he was First Commissioner of the
Victualling Office. From there he became Joint Commander in
Chief with Admiral Killigrew and Sir John Ashby in the expe-
dition against Ireland. He died in 1715 and is buried at Leigh.
His eldest so, Richard, was Comptroller of the Navy from 1734
to 1749.

His third, and, youngest son Nicholas (1686-1746) became - .y
Admiral of the Blue in 1744 after distinguishing himself in  The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the
reprisals against the Spanish. He represented Rochester in Par-  committee and officers of the Society

liament between 1735 and 1746. Published by the Leigh Society © c/o Leigh Heritage '.“
Centre, 13A High Street, Old Town, Leigh-on-Sea SS9 IH
2EN Tel 01702 470834

Sir Nicholas
Haddock




TRINITY HOUSE

(from the notes of Joyce MacConnell)

A series of fires over the centuries has left researchers with
few records of Trinity House but the date generally accepted
as its foundation is 1514. Under a charter of Henry VIII the
Brethren of the Guild were licensed to appoint one master,
four brethren and eight assistants annually.

One well known master was Samuel Pepys and several Leigh
men held high office. The tablet placed in St Clement’s
Church in 1906 by the Elder Brethren bears witness to this
connection. The tablet names some even before Henry VII’s
Charter so it is clear that there was an earlier organisation of
seamen.

The responsibilities of the Guild varied over the centuries.
Trinity House at Deptford was given the right to erect sea-
marks by act of Parliament during Queen Elizabeth’s reign.
These sea marks consisted of such things as trees, woods, mills
and other conspicuous buildings along the shoreline and there
were penalties for interfering with them.

Trinity House received fees or payments for their services
which were referred to as ‘ballastage’, beaconage, bouyage
and lastage. The ‘age’ in each of these relates to payment of a
fee.

Ballastage was derived from the dredging up of sand and
shingle from the river bed to keep the channels open, a duty
later taken over by the Conservators. These dredgings were
then supplied , under coercion and on payment of a fee, to
masters of ships as a means of keeping them steady when
unladen.

Beaconage and bouyage were superseded by the light dues
which were later collected by Customs and handed over to
Trinity House for the maintenance of its lights and lighthouses.
Lastage was connected with loading of vessels.

In the early days the mariners when not undertaking voyages
were encouraged to take on duties in the ports in order to keep
them out of mischief. They were licensed for this by the Guild.
By the early part of the 19th century the Brethren were con-
cerned with ballastage, pilotage, lights, examination of mas-
ters and sub-lieutenants in pilotage, almshouses and pension,
as well as the general running of the organisation and its
ceremonies.

Eventually Trinity House became the general lighthouse
authority for England, Wales, the Channel Islands and Gibral-
tar. It provided aids to navigation such as light houses, light
vessels, buoys and beacons. It is the principal pilotage author-
ity in the United Kingdom and is also a charitable organisation
for the relief of mariners and their families who are in financial
distress.

The Memorial in St
Clement’s to  Robert
Salmon - Master of Trinity
House and Sheriff of Lon-
don.

The Trinity House memo-
rial tablet commemorates
many other members of the
Salmon family as well as
Haddocks, Goodlads,
Chesters, Bundockes and
Moyers of Leigh

HUSH HUSH WHISPER WHO DARES

The origins of the Lawless or Whispering Court of Rochford
are the stuff of legend. So the story goes, in about 1620 the Lord
of the Manor, came home from travels abroad to find his tenants
plotting to raise a commotion. The Lord confronted his treacher-
ous tenants and as a penance required them to meet every year on
the first Wednesday after Michaelmas to do homage for their
Jands in a whisper.
But what are the true origins?

In the time of the local historian Philip Benton the Court had
turned into a shortened ceremony with dinner and drinks. At
midnight the Chairman, accompanied by his guests, proceeded to
Kings Hill at Rochford, following a man carrying a heavy stake
across his shoulders, alight at one end, with followers carrying
torches. There at the ‘whispering post’ the Chairman read a
proclamation from a roll, calling the names of the tenants to pay
their rents. Absence meant a double payment.
Unfortunately the early records of the Court are lost and the
earliest surviving mention of the Court is 1760 and of the ‘whis-
pering post’ 1772. But the origins seem to stem from much earlier.
In 1285 Edward 1 under the Statute of Winchester, required the
whole of a hundred (we are in the Rochford Hundred) to give
satisfaction within 40 days for robbery or murder, or to answer
for the bodies of the malefactors. The intention was to give
statutory powers against thieves, road brigands, receivers and
concealers of malefactors, about setting watches in the country...
and the cutting-away of woods by the King’s highways.
This ancient court was held up to the end of the 19th century .
Somewhere in the distant past a poem commemorating the Court
was written and was translated as follows:

This Court of our good Lord, the King

To name of Lawless answering

Shall at the self-same spot unite

According to an ancient rite

When every field is silent found

And silence brooks the pole around

The whispered business that is sped

In dismal charcoal shall be read

And when the cock shall crow his warning

Of the near approach of morning

When the shrill summons sounds at last

Atoning for transgressions past

The Lawless Court, with humbled air

Shall for their monarch breathe a prayer

He who comes not here with speed

Shall repent him of the deed

Quick, let him take his secret way

The Court may not his coming stay

Yet his hand no light must bear

Darkling he must journey there

Thus mid darkness they alone

For past errors must atone

Then ‘ere breaks the dawning day

Steal silent from the spot away.

Whispering
Post




MORE MEMORIES FROM OZ OPERATION PLUTO

Brian Axcell sends us another letter from Australia of his memo- Seeing Brian Axcell’s mention of PLUTO it struck me that
ries of Old Leigh. some of our younger members may not know of this amazing
wartime achievement.
At first we had no air raid shelter (later on we had an indoor
Morrison shelter, great for doing jigsaw  puzzles on the big flat Although Brian remembers seeing the great drums being
steel plate on top or making model boats). towed out to sea the official story of Operation Pluto was not
We had the so called gas cupboard under the stairs, this is where released until 23 May 1945 when the existence was then re-
we slept of a night time, often thought that if we had a gas attack vealed of an oil pipeline system across the bed of the Channel
and sealed the door we would die from lack of air. to the continent.
Cockle boat Resolute (Cecil Osborne) loaded with cockles was Hailed as an all British triumph of engineering and seaman-
hit just forward of the engine room bulk head on the port side ship PLUTO solved one of the most pressing problems of the
(Dad skipper at the time) by a Navy patrol boat. Their excuse was war and enabled 1 million gallons of petrol to be pumped
that they were looking at the chart! daily from a few weeks after D Day through to France and on
in to deeper Germany and thus supply the entire requirements
of Monty’s armies. By VE Day over 120 million gallons had
been transported.
Tankers discharged the oil at British ports and it was then con-
A veyed across country through a network of pipelines to clev-
Gilbert Harvey, Commodore of the Fishing Fleet, rang the Pier erly concealed coastal high-pressure pumping stations, staffed
Head but the collision had not been reported. by the RASC, and thence into the submarine pipeline.
A mine landed in West Leigh Avenue and did a lot of damage. The pipeline itself was 3 inch steel tubing which was laid un-
Heavy air raid one night, thousands of incendiary bombs were der the supervision of the Royal Navy by ships of all sizes in
dropped, some went off, next morning it looked as if it had Force Pluto manned by the Merchant Navy.

snowed incendiary bombs. For paying out the tubing was welded into continuous lengths
It must have been about this time that we went back to school. We £ 30 miles or more and wound on floating drums (as Brian

had old registers to write in, cut into three, and old exercise books mentions) known as ‘conuns’ which were 40 feet in diameter,
cut in two. We started those books from the back so we had the 60 feet long and weighing 1600 tons and could carry 70 miles

With cockles shovelled on to the starboard side to bring the
damage area above the water line the Resolute made it to Leigh.
The skipper of the patrol boat said he would report it to the Pier
Head (Southend) which was HQ of the shipping on the river.

clean side to write on. of pipeline.
Pencils, rubbers etc were very hard to find. I can remember seeing 500 miles of pipeline were laid between Dungeness and Bou-
carpenter’s pencils with no wood on, they broke very easily. logne alone. Other stretches went from other points.

Mulberry Harbour sections towed down river - one went ashore
at Thorpe Bay and broke its back.
PLUTO (Pipe Line Under The Ocean) - that was a sight that was
- a huge drum like a drum of wire towed down the river, it was
the cross channel fuel line for the invasion of Europe.

Brian

Brian’s dad,

Towing across the Channel on floating drums

Steakey Axcell

aboard the Resolute

BRIDE AND BUNDOCK

Many of you will have these two well known local books on
your bookshelves. Well hang on to Bundock or get a copy if you
can because it is now out of print and Phillimore the publishers
say they can no longer run this title. They do say however, that
they are commissioning another book on Leigh which will be
out in 2002.

No doubt Brian will be interested in the recent campaign to bring Bride too has had its ups and downs and has been out of print
the Resolute back to Leigh. She was built for Cecil Osborne by for a little while. Now, however, the Borough Council are
Heywards at Southend in 1927 for £375 and was one of the carrying out a reprint which should make it available in the next
Dunkirk ‘Little Ships’ skippered at the time by Eric Osborne.  couple of months.

The flotilla of six boats from Leigh left from Southend bound for If you don’t own either of these books you bookshelf is sadly
Dunkirk on 31 May and between them ferried about 1000 men to lacking. Bride is a fount of information on Old Leigh and is
the waiting big ships. On her return to Ramsgate on 1 June the used by local school children a lot for various items in the
Resolute landed 40 men. National Curriculum. Bundock contains many wonderful pic-

LO 57 - The Resolute fures.

A display of pictures of the Resolute when she visited Don’t forget our first meeting of the year on 14
Leigh several years ago can be seen in the Heritage March at Wesley Methodist Church Hall, Eim
Centre Road. Entry 50p members, £1 non members
















