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FLAMING JUNE

June 2001 is a month that the Society will not forget in a hurry as fire
swept through the Hentage Centre causing considerable damage.

Qur grateful thanks to the fire brigade for their magnificent etforts,
without which the Heritage Centre would have been lost. The Society
would also like to thank T Mann, builders for their prompt response and
the speed with which they were able to undertake the repairs
Unfortunately the tire has meant that the Centre has not been open during
the vital summer months but one positive result of the fire is that the
Society has taken the opportunity to review the displays and information
and improve the layout of the Centre. So when we eventually reopen vou
will see some changes but the old ambience will be preserved.

Our aim has been to be open, though not in our final form, for the Regatta
weekend. There will be a display stand either inside or outside the
Centre, depending on the weather, telling people about the history and
other information about the town and the usual sales table and treasure
hunt. There will also be events for the kids upstairs and a kid's quiz..
The Society would particularly like to thank the Leigh Town Council,
who, realising our plight, and afier receiving a presentation from the
Committee, have made a grant of £2000 towards the restoration of the
interior of the Centre.

Finally. our grateful thanks go to Nick and Michele from the Customs
House in the Old Town, without whose help and support we would not
have been abie to function over the weekend of the Folk Festival and alse
to Charlotte for helping us so enthusiastically.

As a result of the fire we have forged a strong link with the Leigh Fire
Brigade who invited us (o participate in their open day which we hope
will be an annual happening for us.

We also took part in the Local History Fair at Prittlewell Priory in July
and now have a very comprehensive exhibition stand for such events. So
if any members know of any events, held on weekends, which would
welcome our input please let me know through the usual channels.

So its onward and upward {rom now on!

Passersby can only stand in amazement as fire
tage Centre.

Thanks to the enormous ¢ffort of the fire brigade the Centre was saved
from total destruction and the fire was arrested before it reached Plumbs
Cottage

sweeps through the Hen-

DIDN’T WE HAVE A LOVELY TIME THE WEEK WE WENT
TO SHANKLIN

This May 2 group of 34 Society members spent 5 days on the Isle of

7 Wight staying at a very comfortable hotel in Shanklin.
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‘The weather was not brilliant - one very wet day but generally it was
fine and on a couple of days it was warm and sunny.

Queen Victoria Osborne has been given a wash and brush-up and we
had a lovely day.

Our visil to the Geological Museum at Sandown was short but very
rewarding and the aflemoon with the IOW Steam Railway was a great
favourite.

On a coach tour of the Island we saw the Botanical Gardens, Alum Bay
and Cowes - but often through the rain.

The food was very good withi a full Hnglish breakfast and a really

excellent 5 course dinner.
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Well what else did we do? We weren't slack. The hotel had a laree
indoor swimming pool which was well used - a jacui which also found
favour - a table tenmis table - a townament was organised with many
taking part - and a pool table.
There was a bar, of course. and one evening we were given entertain-
ment - which involved quite some etort from us - dancing and singing.
On our last day - fine and sunny as last days alway's are - we went to
Godshill. A very pretty village with a most picturesque church and a
beautifully made model village. We had lunch there before setting off
for the ferry and the journey home
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Our coach was comfortable and our driver, John, as helpful and charm-
ing as we could wish. We had a very enjoyable five days

Ann Price
1 am sure that evervone who went on the trip would like to thank Ann
for all her hard work in organising the holiday and making sure it was
stich & success
The Plumbs Cottage appeal would like to thank the trippers for their
generous donation of £100 to its tunds.
Members are reminded that the next Society trip 1s on 11 September to
Buckingham Palace and the Bank of England Museum.
Amn’s next holiday jaunt is proposed for September 2002 and details
will be sent out in due course
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REV. S. JONES

June was really a very bad month as we learnt with deep regret
of the sudden death of Rev. Jones. Father Jones had beena Vice
President of the Society fora number of years and several of our
members attended his funeral and memorial service.

We send our heartfelt condolences to Mrs Jones and her family
with our thanks for their support over the vears and our best
wishes for the future.




PURFLEET GARRISON

As an appetizer for our October talk by Alan Goslng of the
Purfleet Garrison Muscum which is entitled “Purfleet’s History
is Explosive” I thought members would like to know a little bit
of just why we should be interested in Purfleet and what connec-
tions it has to Leigh.

This is just one cvent, but a memorable one, in Purfleet’s history.

The downing of the L15

London suffered its first attack by airships on 31 May 1915 and
in October that year a flight of airships, including the L15 under
the command of Kapitan Leutnant Joachim Breithaupt. caused
major damage in the Holbormn and Strand arcas gaining the
infamous claim to fame of killing 28 and injuring 70, with one
of its bombs killing 17 and injuring 21, the highest death toll
from a single bomb from an airship.
By March 1916 the L15 was ready to
return (o cause more devastation but
her previous “success” was not 1o be
repeated.

On the night of 31 March she was
heading, once again. for London. At
a height of 7200 feet she had passed !
over Ipswich and Chelmsford but was
having trouble maintaining height. At
10.30p m she was at a height of
8500feet north east of London.

Kapitan Lentnant Joachim Breithaupt,

The blackout restrictions were much improved to what they ha
been the previous vear but even so the River Thames was still a
clear guide. Within minutes the search lights had picked the
airship out in the night sky and the Purfleet Baitery opened fire.
The L15 was hit amidships and turned northwards to try and get
out of range. unloading her bombs on the way. Also keeping a
weather eve on her movements was the Royal Flving Corps. 2nd
Leiutenant A de B Brandon gained altitude above the L13 and
carricd out his own bombing raid with a box full of explosive
darts. Although the L15 returned fire Brandon continued his
bombardment until the great airship was alone in the night sky,
badly damaged and leaking.

Breithaupt realised he had to jettison everything 1o escape so he
dumped bombs, fuel, machine guns, papers and even his radio
room stool. It was not cnough and finally at 12.15 a m at a height
of only 500 feet the L.15 buckled and fell to sca a mile from the
Kentish Knock Lightship.

Survivors, of which there were 17, were picked up by the De-
stroyer Vulture and taken as prisoners to Chatham. The L15 was
then slashed and left to break up and sink.

Some time previous to this the Lord Mayor of London, Sir
Charles Wakeficld. had offered a prize of £300 to whoever was
mstrumental in bringing down a zeppelin. Two days after the
demise of the L5 the officer in charge of the Purfleet anti-
aircraft defences. Capt. J. Harris. staked a claim to the prize.
The War Office decided, however, that it would not be right for
a cash prize to be given to men who were just doing their job and
so instead the Lord Mayor ordered a special medal to be struck
and issued to each man invoived. 353 medals in 9 carat gold
were struck by Mappin and Webb and 230 of these went to the
artillery. Amongst the 3rd Company Essex and Suffolk Roval
Garrison Artillery (TA) stationed at Purfleet were several men
who either lived in Leigh or had enlisted there and these men are
recorded in the Roll of Honour

THE LEIGHMEN

Corporal G M Dorkins
Gunner R L Dorkins
Bombardier William Phillips
Gunner Walter Dean Tubbs
Gunner Waiter Harold Nethercoate.

There may well have been more Leighmen involved as the list
inciudes a Joscelvne and a Livermore. both Leigh names.

Gunner Nethercoate died of influenza at Awoingt in France and
is buried at Awoingt Cemetery. Ironically he actually survived
the war dying on November 17 1918, 6 days after the Armistice.
He was aged 28 and his wife Marguerite lived at 7 Caslton Drive.
Leigh-on-Sea

This article was written by Carole Pavitt based on information from
various published works with additional local information by Stephen
Avlen and is condensed from a bookdet soon to be published by the
Leigh Society and available from the Heritage Centre priced £1.50
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WHOSE NAME IS IT ANYWAY?

Whilst researching the Leigh families and in particular the history
of Plumbs Cottage I have come across the family of Quilter. The
danghter of William Ingram Plumb who built the cottage married
Nathan Jackson Quilter in 1836 and Plumbs Yard became for a
time Quilters Yard.

The Quilter family came from Retiendon and their first entry in
the Leigh parish registers is in 1806 when Nathan’s father. also
Nathan. married Martha Guftiree. Another of Nathan and Mar-
tha’s children was Jabez Bunting Quilter whose wife was the
sister of the Rev Michael Tomlin. But where did his Christian
names come from? The obvious assumption was that it was a
family name. but quite by chance I came across the name Jabez
Bunting and that set me off on a trail to find out who this person

was.
In 1798 ayoung man stood up in "Cross 3
Lane.” Manchester and delivered his first Jo8
public “"exhortation." In August. 1799. §
having been received as a candidate by
the Methodist Conference. he sct out on §
foot. withh his saddle-bags across his
shoulder. for his first circuit.

That voung man was Jabez Bunting, born
in Manchester in 1779,

abez Bunting

He went on to become one of the great leaders of the Methodist
movement and seen as Wesley's successor. We know John
Wesley visited Leigh. but did Bunting also and is that why the
Quilter family took his name? Carolc Pavitt



TOUCHING ON THE PERILS OF NAVIGATION OF THE MEDWAY RIVER
a salutory tale

My favourite wedding present was a large case of baked beans. My wite. her pretty little head filled with hints and tips from Mum. proud possessor
of a brand new cookery book and a severely secondhand gas stove. was not so enthusiastic. Or really. to be truthful, you could say she was hopping
mad. The beans were therefore relegated to the boat, 1o act as combination ballast and survival kit.

The Medway is a very fine river. From here it's downstream a bit and first right. The entrance is wide enough. but there have been errors of
navigation caused by going a bit too far down before wning right, and others caused by going much too far down before turning right. This last
error can be serious, and lead to circumnavigating the world, which is a bit much when all you wanted to do was to sit outside the ‘Malta” with a
quiet pint.

The ‘Malta” is, of course, the only reason for he existence of the Medway, but the secret has
been jealously guarded by generations of Men of Kent, not to mention thirsty, Kentish Men who

}"he Ma“? could also swim. Naturally, they went to great lengths to keep out all foreigners in general, and
‘[‘)m }1“:“‘ a Essex Men in particular. and combined to produce the most highly defended river in England.
seeleater

Great forts and a dockyard at Sheemess, forts along the nver and a dockyard at Chatham were
part of the scheme, though much of this was built too late to stop De Ruyter and his crew nearly
getting to the “Malta” before closing time. Some years later a spirited effort at closing the river
was made by the London, Chatham and Dover Railway Company and by the Rochester City
Fathers, with their bridges at Rochester. These bridges remairn: to this day, necessitating lower-
ing all but the most meagre masts, whick is just as well, too. as a mile or so before the Gates of
the Promised Land stands Aylesford Bridge, whose wheelhouse scarred arch got Jeft behind by
the Nomans.

The aforementioned Allington Lock Gates are controlled by the Medway Lower Navigation Company. resident in delightful Victorian gothic stone
houses by the Lock. Thesc days even Essex Men are tolerated on payment of 2/9d for every vessel propelied by steam. electricity. or other
mechanical power, which presumably covers the internal combustion engine, or even anr atomic submarine, come to that

The main duty of the Lock Keeper is to watch for Masters of a sailing boat, row boat, randan. canoe, punt, dinghy not propelied by mechanical
power (1/6d) who use an outboard engine until within sight of the Lock, then take the outboard off and hide it under a sack whilst rowing mto the
Lock, thus saving 1/3d.

Masters of Vessels are also cautioned against drunkeness, abusive language, dumping hot ashes, swimming i the navigation immodestly clothed,
not showing during the hours of darkness a white light in a lantern. the internal diameter of which is less than 7 2 inches. and entering the Lock
without jib-boom housed and the vards braced, which would, of course. have effectively stopped De Ruyter and his ruflians.

Immediately through the Lock lies (ke *Malta” where Masters of Vessels may, by kind permission from the Management, moor to the railings.
alongside a peculiar notice which states “Water for Visiting Yachts’. Here may be found every reason for not going further up the Medway, and it
was here that we found ourselves one sunny day.

T'he weather was glorious. and expenses very moderate, and of the type that might be expected in such a locality. All good things must come to an
end however, and tide time for the Lock being in the moming, a last wild fling ashore the night before sailing home filled the cup to the brim (and
emptied it). I suppose if we hadn’t bought that last bag of crisps we would have had 4d left between us, but then, vou're only voung once.

Back on board. the magic of night on the river was with us. The wind whispering in the poplars, the tinkle of ¢ s being cleared away. the distant
roar of water over the weir, the lights going out one by one. It was during the last cigarette before turning in that my wife casually remarked
suppose vou've got some moneyv left for the lock in the moming.*

H

Condemned to a night of mad. Homblower like dreams, what could I do ..._shoot the rapids over
the weir. cover the boat with bushes and drift out with other craft disguised as driftwood. sink
the boat and tow her out underwater... The problem was as far {from being solved as ever in the
moming. Credit could no doubt be arranged with the proprietors of the Medway Lower

Navigation Company, but this would obviously call tor a full board meeting (with the attendant Allington
difficulty of establishing which of the proprietors were still alive), bankers’ references. Letters Lock

of Credit. Bills of Lading, Letters of Marque and all the rest of the stuff that us Masters of
Vessels are so well aware of.

What else could the future hold? Surely a fate worse than that of the Ancient Mariner....
condemned to spend a lifetime tied to a pub railing, watching the happy, carefree folk with their
foaming glasses, prevented from joining them by our dire financial straits, gradually growing
weaker, until at last the dreaded end...."Water for Visting Yachits®

My dismal reverie was disturbed by a visit {from the Master of the next Vessel, who wished to borrow a primus stove pricker. As he was thanking
me profusely for my assistance, the conversation happened to wm to High Finance. with particular reference to a case I had in mind, he
immediately endeavoured to shower me with pound notes, on the theory that it was impossible to sail from Allington Lock to Leigh without money.
I managed to reduce this sum to 2/9d by expounding my theory that there were no shops on the way. He then declined to give me his address for
the return of this amount, in spite of my assertion that he would never make a fortune giving money away like this.

Ah! A sudden thought! Did he eat beans? Yes, right , a hurried opening of the bean tin/ballast locker, and all was solved. Which brings us back
home, and me o where [ started. As I wa ‘ing, never sail up the Medway without plenty of beans.

Of course. it's all recoiled on me now. The cookery book got eaten by the children, and our current colleetion of beans, one of the finest in the
neighbourhood. is right handy for the Kitchen stove.

John Porter

Foowote : De Ruyter distinguished himself in the second Dutch War (1664-67) by the capture of English holdings on the Gold and Guinea coasts
He saved the Dutch ficet in a brilliant withdrawal alier defeat at North Foreland and burned English ships i the Medway in 1667
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WHICH COTGROVE

Does anybody know the idemtity of the Cotgrove who used to tramp around Dagenham viliage on a Saturday dressed in a blue
fisherman’s jersey and round peak cap with a large tray of shelifish perched on his head to serve customers at their front doors?




A group of members taking
part in a very interesting
walk around some of the
more unusual parts of the
City of London m June. Our
euide was Sue Sincock who
made the trip very enjoy-
able and illuminating.

Sue 15 our November
speaker and always pro-
vides a lively and knowled-

They were complemented by the River Fencibles
who protected the major ports and 1 daresay a
few Leigh men were involved in this organisa-
tion defending London. Eventually they too
were disbanded in 1813, The River Fencibles
escorted the body of Lord Nelson up the Thames
{o his funeral and it is believed a member of the
Vandervord family was of that contingent
Carole Pavitt
Sources: Instructions for the Sea Fencibles -
Keith Raynor - The Age of  Napoleon No 2
Sea Fencibles 1805 compiled by Jennifer Killick

gabie talk, All members are

urged to come a long
















